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T deland News

Swansboro town leaders 
are accepting nominations 
for the annual Samuel Swann 
Bland Outstanding Service 
Award.

This award honors the 
diligence, hard work, lead-
ership, and dedication that 
characterized the outstanding 
contributions of Sam Bland, 
the former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State Park.

Given annually to a pub-
lic employee, civic leader or 
community volunteer who 
has demonstrated outstanding 
dedication to the improve-
ment of community services, 
the honor is awarded by 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners based on 
five criteria: impact, effort, 
stewardship, initiative, and 
innovation.

Nomination information/
application forms are avail-
able at town hall or online 
(found under the “Area 
Information” tab).

Applications will be 
accepted through Nov. 9 
and can be returned to Paula 
Webb, town clerk, at town 
hall or by email at pwebb@
ci.swansboro.nc.us.

Town 

seeks 

names

By Jimmy Williams

Even as the staff at Hammocks Beach State 
Park was cleaning up after Hurricane Florence, 
Tropical Storm Michael passed through and 
caused more problems.

But the mainland visitor center is open and 
the debris added by Michael is being addressed 

quickly, according to Ranger Sarah Kendrick, 
park superintendent.

“Things are going good,” she said on 
Friday, Oct. 19.

Florence caused a lot of damage to the park 
docks, so ferry service to Bear Island was shut 

State park docks 

in need of repairs

Commentary

‘The House’ 

survived 

because

of planning

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy, with highs in 
the upper-60s and lows in 
the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Charlotte Peluso, a stu-
dent in Kathleen Lester’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.

By Frank Tursi

There is a house in Mexico 
Beach, Fla., that famously sur-
vived Hurricane Michael. (It is 
pictured on page 3.) It didn’t 
lose a shingle but everything 
around it was destroyed. The 
picture speaks volumes about 
us, about our politics and our 
woeful lack of readiness to face 
a harrowing future.

Some media accounts 
described the house’s survival 
as “miraculous,” as if the own-
ers were just lucky or maybe 
touched by a smiling Neptune. 
The truth is that money and 
brains saved this house; mira-
cles had nothing to do with it.

Neither did government. 
And that’s the real problem.

The two men who own this 

house understood the dangers of 
living at the water’s edge during 
a time of radical changes in our 
climate. They purposely set out 
to build a house to withstand 
the powerful hurricanes that 
they knew would become a nor-
mal feature of our future. That 
meant throwing away Florida’s 
inadequate building-code book. 
Instead of building a house to 
withstand 120 mph winds, as 
the code required, they built one 
to stand up to 250 mph winds 
and 25-foot storm surges. They 
built their house on 40-foot 
steel pilings, with reinforced 
concrete walls a foot thick, with 
steel cables that run through 
those pilings to tie down the 
roof.

In the Tideland ...
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Onslow County Schools plans calendar adjustment, Page 8
Swansboro Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 10

Bland 

Award

Trick-or-treating in 
Swansboro will take place on 
Wednesday, Oct. 31.

The town has put a des-
ignated time in place for the 
Halloween celebration.

Trick-or-treating will be 
allowed from 5 until 8:30 p.m.

Halloween

Time in place

(See HOUSE, page �)

(See PARK, page �)

Ranger Brian Swanson and the crew 
at the park were at work clearing trees 

from the half-mile trail near the visitor 
center. (Williams photo)

Governor 

visits, tours 

businesses

Refusing to give in

Swansboro Mayor John Davis, right, introduces Gov. 
Roy Cooper, second from right, to officials on hand 
at the Tuesday meeting. State Rep. George Cleveland 
is at left and Onslow County Commissioner Paul Bu-
chanan is second from left. (Williams photo)

Hal Silver said each storm has helped bring about 
change in the way Through The Looking Glass has 
been rebuilt. Following Hurricane Florence, the store 
will have some water-resistant features in the walls. 
(Williams photo)

Through The Looking Glass 

rebuilds, again, following Florence
By Jimmy Williams

As downtown businesses 
return to normal – or strive 
to return to normal – follow-
ing the devastation brought by 
Hurricane Florence, Through 
The Looking Glass may be 
the prime example of refusing 
to fold in the face of a natural 
disaster.

Established in the early 
1970s, the Looking Glass has 
been through a lot of storm- 
and high-water events. And, 
from it’s riverfront position on 
Church Street at the corner of 
Front Street, it is safe to say that 
no other Swansboro business 
has experienced more flooding 
in the past 40 years.

And yet, the florist and gift 
shop continues to stay in busi-
ness. Owners Hal Silver and 
David Pinsky have refused to 
give up. They keep repairing 
and reopening the store.

“This is the seventh time,” 
Silver said, referring to the 
number of times the store has 
been shut down by flooding. 
His comments came amid the 
construction site that is Through 
The Looking Glass. “We have 
had three bad ones, Bertha, Fran 
and now this one.”

Like a lot of owners of busi-
nesses on the Swansboro water-
front, Silver said the idea of 
repairing and reopening was not 
a foregone conclusion.

In fact, he said, “I did not 
want to reopen. But I met with 
the women and I said, ‘It’s up to 
you. I don’t care if we open or 
not. What do you want to do?’ 
They said they wanted to open.”

The women to whom he 
referred are store’s three key 
employees, Tresa Bedson, Pam 
Likens and Christine Wood. All 
were in the shop on the Friday 
Silver was interviewed. They 
were helping with the restora-
tion efforts.

But the support goes wider 
than within the store’s four 
walls. Like his employees, the 
townspeople have rallied around 
Through The Looking Glass.

Meredith Meilleur and Leah 

Evans, owner of the Salt Marsh 
Cottage on Front Street, are 
storing salvaged Looking Glass 
stock while the work is under-
way, according to Silver. “They 
encouraged me not to quit.” In 
fact, he added, “Everybody that 
called me wanted to know if I’d 
reopen, wanted me to reopen.”

The store has a history of 
community support, quality ser-
vice and, of course, longevity.

“We’re the oldest business 
under the same ownership in 
town,” Silver noted.

So when the storm had final-
ly moved off the Swansboro 
waterfront, and cleanup was 
underway, friends came to 
help. Everyone from co-work-
ers and fellow business own-
ers to former students from 

By Jimmy Williams

Gov. Roy Cooper stopped in 
Swansboro on Tuesday, Oct. 23, 
to meet with citizens and tour 
Hurricane Florence recovery 
efforts in downtown.

With his first stop at the 
Boro Café, he met with owners 
Randy and Nancy Swanson and 
their son, Ryan, and spent a few 
minutes watching the demoli-
tion of another of the family’s 
businesses, Icehouse Waterfront 
Restaurant, which is on the 
same property. The Icehouse 
was badly damaged during 
Hurricane Florence and the cou-
ple recently received permission 
from the Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission to 
demolish the building. They are 

in the process of making plans 
to rebuild.

When Cooper first arrived, 
he spoke to the dozens of folks 
– from elected officials to 
downtown residents – on hand.

“It helps me to talk to peo-
ple where it happened,” he said, 
referring to the devastation suf-
fered by the townspeople.

As he mingled with the 
crowd, shaking hands, he con-
tinued to offer words of support 
to those who shared their storm 
stories.

“We thank you for sticking 
with it, hanging in there,” he 
said.

Talking directly to Randy 
and Nancy Swanson, Cooper 

(See CHOOSING, page �)(See GOVERNOR, page �)


