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CARTERET COUNTY

Carteret confirms 45th
COVID-related death; 11
new cases reported
The Carteret County Health
Department reported Monday
it received conﬁrmation of the
county’s 45th resident death
due to complications related
to COVID-19.
According to a release, the
resident was in their 70s with
a preexisting health condition
and died from complications
associated with the disease,
which is caused by the novel
coronavirus. To protect the
privacy of the family, no
further information about the
resident will be released.
“On behalf of the Health
Department, we extend our
deepest sympathies to the
family and loved ones of this
resident,” County Health
Director Nina Oliver said in
the release. “Residents are
encouraged to get vaccinated
and to continue to practice
the 3W’s in order to lower the
chances of contracting COVID-19; wear masks when
around others, wait six feet
apart from others, and wash
your hands often.”
Meanwhile, health ofﬁcials
reported 11 new conﬁrmed
cases of COVID-19 Monday,
putting the overall total at
4,657 cases conﬁrmed since
March 2020. Despite the uptick, active cases went down
by 14 to 51 as of Monday afternoon, and recovered cases
increased to 4,561.
Carteret Health Care in
Morehead City reported six
COVID-related hospitalizations Monday, down from
seven Friday.
The county still has appointments available for a
ﬁrst-dose vaccination clinic
taking place at the old Kmart
building in Morehead City
Wednesday. Residents age
16 years and older who fall
under vaccination groups
1-4 can call 252-728-8550,
option 2, to sign up for an
appointment.

EMERALD ISLE — The payment kiosks are in place, and the new,
privately managed paid parking system will begin Thursday morning at Emerald Isle’s two major ocean access facilities.
“We’re a go,” Anna Smith, spokesperson for the town, said Friday.
The kiosks are in the parking lots at the eastern and western ocean accesses. Fees range from as low as $2 per hour in the spring to as high as $4
per hour in the peak summer months of tourism season.
The system will be managed by NCParking, a company town commissioners hired during their March 10 meeting.
It replaces the previous town-managed parking program, which had a ﬂat
fee of $10 per day, in effect Friday through Sunday and holidays during the
tourism season. The new system is in effect daily during
the peak season.
Customers will pay with
an accompanying smartphone app or debit or credit
card. Cash payments are not
accepted.
Town residents and property owners can park
free of charge with
a sticker from the town. Handicapped individuals and disabled
veterans can also park free with stickers from the
town.
The change has angered some people, particularly those who live
nearby but are not Emerald Isle residents and visit the beach often.
The company will employ “ambassadors” to help customers, especially those who are less
capable of dealing with technology. NCParking has committed to trying to hire people who
performed similar duties for the town before the change in management Ms. Smith said.
“Hiring is in process,” she noted.
Those who use the smartphone app, Passport Parking, to pay will be able to add extra time
without returning to the lot. Once a visitor has checked into the lot and had their vehicle’s
license plate scanned, they will receive a warning 30 minutes before the permit expires.
The app, available in the Apple App Store and the Google Play Store, also can tell you if
spaces are available in the lots before you get there.
Violations will be handled by the company and are considered civil penalties, not criminal.
A payment kiosk stands ready for use when the
new paid parking system takes effect in Emerald
Contact Brad Rich at 252-864-1532; email Brad@thenewstimes.com; or follow on Twitter
Isle’s east and west regional ocean access
@brichccnt.
facilities. (Brad Rich photo)
BROAD CREEK

Middle school students reunited as in-person instruction begins
CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

The sign in front of Broad
Creek Middle School seemed to
sum up the feelings of many middle school students who reported
together Monday for the ﬁrst time
in more than a year — “Reunited
and it feels so good!”
With the majority of Carteret
County’s public middle school
students reporting to four days
a week in-person instruction, it
means most of the county’s public
school students are now in classrooms a majority of the week.
That hasn’t happened since the
coronavirus pandemic shut down
the school campuses across the
state more than a year ago.
For BCMS eighth-grader Noah
Whitley, the return to in-person
learning couldn’t happen soon
enough.
“I’m excited. We have really
not seen a lot of our friends in
more than a year,” he said. “COVID has messed up a lot of our
events and sports.”
Eighth-grader Leah Gadams
agreed.
“I am thrilled. I am ready to see
my friends,” she said.
Her mother, Lisa Gadams,

This sign in front of Broad Creek Middle School welcomes students back Monday for their ﬁrst day of a new schedule that allows students to attend on campus at the same time four days a week. (Cheryl Burke photo)
however, wasn’t as enthusiastic.
“I have a child at Croatan
(High School) who is virtual, but
(Leah) really wanted to be back
with her friends,” Ms. Gadams
said. “I thought they should have
stayed on the Plan B schedule.
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If the numbers (of COVID-19
cases) begin to climb, I will pull
her out and place her on virtual.”
That Plan B schedule is a
combination of remote and virtual learning on alternating days,
but middle schools Monday
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Debra Rose, Harkers Island
Joseph Muldoon, Morehead
City
James King, Cape Carteret
Curt May, Otway
Lois Sawyers, Broad Creek

With over $35 MILLION SETTLED IN CLAIMS in 2019
and 2020, our clients on average receive 400% of their
prior payment from their insurance company.

James Price, Newport
Candie Sanderlin, New Bern
Ossie Beard, Morehead City
Donald Gaskill Jr., Newport
Christian Norris, Peletier
Mark Preisach, Newport
Albert Bates, Carteret County

Obituaries on Page 3A
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“If it wasn’t for your team, we would
not be able to rebuild our home.
Thank you.”
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transitioned to Plan A, with fourday per week in-person instruction and remote Wednesdays.
Parent Brandy Edwards, on
the other hand, who had a sixthgrader reporting, was ready for
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