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STAFF REPORT
Now more than a year into 

the coronavirus pandemic, 
Carteret County announced 
the death of a 46th resident, 
the second reported this 
week. 

The individual was in their 
70s and reportedly had 
health conditions, the county 
said in its report on the death 
Wednesday. 

“It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce another death 
of a County resident. We 
extend our condolences to 
their family and loved ones,” 
stated County Health Director 
Nina Oliver. 

The report of the death 
comes the same day the 
county reported 26 additional 
confi rmed cases of COVID-
19, the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus. To date, 
Carteret County has reported 
4,683 total cases, nearly 300 
of which were reported in 
March alone. 

Top federal offi cials warned 
this week the nation could 
face a “fourth surge” of the 
virus as individuals lessen 
precautions in the wake of 
optimism over the vaccine 
rollout. 

Of the local cases, 76 
were considered active as 
of Wednesday, a jump from 
the 51 reported Monday. A 
reported 4,561 county resi-
dents have recovered from 
COVID-19 since the onset of 
the pandemic. 

Reported hospitalizations at 
Carteret Health Care in More-
head City fell by one to fi ve as 
of Wednesday afternoon. 

Amid increasing vaccine 
availability, Carteret County 
offi cials urge residents and 
visitors to continue safety 
precautions. 

Those in the state’s groups 
1-4 are currently eligible to 
receive a vaccine. To schedule 
your appointment, call 252-
728-8550, option 2.

46th county 
resident dies 
from COVID-19 
complications

James McLean, Ocean Sandra Rigsbee, Morehead City
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A Newport man has been 
charged with felony death by 
vehicle and felony involuntary 
vehicular manslaughter in con-
nection with the death of a Broad 
Creek man July 4, 2020.

District Attorney Scott 
Thomas confi rmed Thursday his 
offi ce has charged Thomas Eric 
Thompson, 54, of Newport. 

Elder Hill Jones Jr. of Broad 
Creek and South Carolina was 
killed in the two-vehicle crash 
on Highway 24 near Bogue 
Loop Road, N.C. Highway Pa-
trol 1st Sgt. David Clifton said at 
the time of the collision. 

The district attorney said 
Thursday Mr. Thompson was 
served the warrants March 29 
and had fi rst appearance in 
Carteret County District Court. 
His next appearance is set for 
Tuesday, April 6.

THOMPSON

Man charged with 2 felonies connected to fatal wreck

Mr. Thompson was taken to 
the Carteret County jail in Beau-
fort March 29 and released on a 

$150,000 secured bond the next 
day, according to County Sheriff 
Asa Buck.

The death by 
vehicle charge is 
a Class D felony 
and requires an 
active prison 
sentence upon 
conviction, ac-
cording to Mr. 
Thomas. The 

involuntary vehicular manslaugh-
ter charge is a Class F felony 
and can, but does not necessar-
ily require, active prison time. 
Sentences after conviction would 
be up to the judge and would 
also take into consideration Mr. 
Thompson’s previous record.

Mr. Thomas said Mr. Thomp-
son would face a long time in 
prison if convicted on the fi rst 
charge. The district attorney also 
said there are several reasons 
it took so long to bring charges 
against Mr. Thompson, including 

A Newport man has been charged with two felonies in connection to this wreck 
that killed a Broad Creek resident July 4, 2020. (N.C. Highway Patrol photo)
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A coalition of four neighborhood hom-
eowners’ associations has organized to op-
pose a rezoning request on Highway 24 that 
could eventually lead to the development of 
a marine retailer and an independent senior 
living community.

In February, the Morehead City Planning 
Board recommended the conditional rezon-
ing request for 301 Highway 24, submitted 

by Bryan Starling on behalf of the property 
owner, Mary Lynn Osteen. The request seeks 
to change the zoning of the approximately 
23-acre property from single-family residen-
tial to commercial and multi-family residen-
tial districts. 

With the planning board’s recommenda-
tion secured, the request next goes before 
the Morehead City Council for a hearing and 
fi nal decision Tuesday, April 13. The council 
meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. in the council 

chambers of the municipal building at 202 
S. 8th St. 

The plan, as presented by Mr. Starling in 
February, is to expand his marine wholesale 
company, Starling Marine, on half the prop-
erty. The other half of the property would 
be developed by Ridge Care Senior Living, 
which proposes building an independent se-
nior living community with around 70 units.

However, residents of nearby Spooners 

SpoonersCreekareahomeownersformcoalition
tooppose301Highway24rezoningrequest

Road signs placed by a group of neighborhood homeowners’ associations line Highway 24 in Morehead City in opposition to a rezoning request that could 
lead to the development of a marine retailer and an independent senior living community at 301 Highway 24. (Contributed photo)

‘a bad situation’

See REZONING Page 4A
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