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T deland News

Swansboro will celebrate 
the Grand Re-Opening and 
Ribbon Cutting of Bicenten-
nial Park on Aug. 24.

The public is invited.
The ribbon cutting cere-

mony will take place at 12:30 
p.m. with fishing opportuni-
ties immediately following.

Parking is limited in the 
area of Bicentennial Park, but 
public parking is available 
nearby at Swansboro Town 
Hall (601 W. Corbett Ave.) 
and Riverview Park (320 W 
Corbett Ave.).

Visitors are asked to uti-
lize the pedestrian crosswalk 
under the N.C. 24 bridge to 
reach Bicentennial Park from 
the downtown area.

Ribbon 

cutting 

planned

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro got some good news from the 
Onslow County Tourism Development Author-
ity last month. The town was granted funds that 
will add public parking at the Swansboro Town 
Hall campus.

“The county has awarded the town 
$53,000,” Scott Chase, town manager, told 
commissioners at their July 24 meeting.

In his comments, Chase singled out for ac-
colades Paul Buchanan, an Onslow County 
commissioner, who was at the meeting.

“We are deeply appreciative,” Chase said to 
Buchanan.

Referred to as Town Hall Campus Park-
ing Plan – Phase 2, the plan would add ap-
proximately 34 parking spaces to the recently 

opened parking area between town hall and the 
Swansboro Public Safety Facility.

Through the Phase 1 project, 30 parking 
spaces were reconfigured and 41 were added.

“Fortunately, the town with the help of the 
N.C. Coastal Federation and Onslow County, 
completed Phase 1 with an environmentally 
sound technique for capturing stormwater run-
off from the 41 new parking spaces.”

Phase 2 will include the removal of five ex-
isting spaces, relocation of plant material and a 
flagpole, according to the project.

“Approximately 34 parking spaces will 
be added with a new access point from West 
Church Street and internal access reconfigura-
tion,” the description states.

Swansboro OK’d 

for parking grant
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be mostly sunny, with 
highs in the mid-80s, lows 
in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Ayad 
Saleh, who was a student 
in Christine Barnes’ first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School 
last year.

By Mary Ellen Yanich

Recently I was part of a 
group of “stakeholders” who 
were invited to discuss the goals 
and direction of Swansboro’s 
growth. We were, to say the 
least, a diverse group with 
equally diverse opinions. One 
area of general agreement was 
an apparent disconnect between 
citizens and town hall. Why 
aren’t people more involved? 
Why don’t they attend board 
meetings and public hearings? 
Why aren’t there more volun-
teers for boards and commit-
tees?

Explanations were offered. 
People just don’t care or are 
too busy. They feel their voices 
aren’t heard so why bother? 
The issues are often resolved 
before the public even knows 
they exist, etc. While none of 
this is new, these attitudes have 
become more pronounced in the 
past few years. Why?

Perhaps the town’s reliance 
on social media is a factor. Yet 

solutions offered to eliminate 
this so-called disconnect almost 
exclusively involved expansion 
of the use of social media! Sug-
gestions for use of print media 
– newspapers, mailed (rather 
than on-line) surveys, or infor-
mational mailings are consid-
ered obsolete. Are they?

Let’s consider some instances 
of citizen involvement in town 
issues. Remember the Walmart 
controversy a few years back? 
While social media played a 
role in allowing citizens to vent 
their feelings – sometimes in 
very uncivil ways – the vast ma-
jority of people knew about the 
issue and were kept informed of 
the facts through the Tideland 
News and Daily News coverage. 
The newspapers reached more 
people, provided factual news 
coverage, and differentiated 
fact from opinion by providing 
a clearly labeled forum for the 
expression of opinion through 
letters to the editor. For only 50 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside today’s Tideland for our Back To School section! 

Share your thoughts on superintendent search, Page 5
Pirates football team will open season at Croatan, Page 10

Park 

opens 

Aug. 24

An article in last week’s 
Tideland News on the death of 
Michael Taylor included incor-
rect information.

Taylor was actually hired 
at Swansboro United Method-
ist Church while the Rev. Sam 
Dixon was pastor. Also, Taylor 
was not a member of the church, 
as he was an employee.

In another article, on Ham-
mocks Beach State Park Ranger 
Brian Vick that ran in the Aug. 
8 Tideland News, we used an 
incorrect spelling of Vick’s last 
name.

The Tideland apologizes for 
these mistakes.

(See READING, page �)(See GRANT, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

Eight months after he left 
office, Phil Keagy is once again 
a town commissioner. Thanks 
to a vote by Mayor John Davis, 
Keagy emerged from a three-
person field to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of 
Commissioner Angela Clinton.

Swansboro commissioners 
handled it all – Clinton’s res-
ignation, choosing candidates, 
choosing Keagy and even ap-
pointing Keagy to represent the 
town on the Eastern Carolina 
Council – at their regular meet-
ing Aug. 14.

With his wife, Jane, holding the Bible, 
Phil Keagy, center, repeats the oath of 

office as read by Mayor John Davis. (Wil-
liams photo)

Phil Keagy 

is selected 

for vacancy

Swansboro has received a $53,000 
grant from Onslow County Tourism that 

would add to the recently completed 
parking area. (Rulon photo)

Swansboro Historical Association hosts fish fry
Swansboro Historical Association hosted its second annual “mem-

bers only fish fry” on Monday, Aug. 20, at Casper’s Marina. The event 
drew dozens of folks who enjoyed fried mullet and lots of homemade 
side dishes and desserts. In photo at left, David Killette, seated in the 

golf cart, is pictured with, from left, Diane Rhue, Billie Jean Casper 
Simpson and Amelia Dees-Killette. In photo at right, W.T. Casper takes 
a well-deserved break from fish-frying duties. For information on how 
to join, visit swansborohistoricsite.org. (Williams photo)
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