
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Emancipation 
Proclamation

Each year the African 
American Historical 
Cultural Educational 
Society hosts a program 
honoring President 
Abraham Lincoln’s 
famous proclamation.
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Tracy Vaughan, Newport
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Panel offers $50K for business
expansion incentive package

Chamber
collects 
14,500
cookies
Sweets delivered 
to service members

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — County 
commissioners unanimously 
approved a $50,000 economic 
development incentive to try and 
secure the expansion of local 
boat manufacturer Parker Boats.   

County commissioners 
approved the incentive following 

a public hearing at their Monday 
evening regular session at the 
administrative building on Court 
House Square. 

No county resident comment-
ed during the public hearing. 
County staff had not released 
information on which company 
was up for an incentive pack-
age, nor how much money the 
package totaled, prior to the 

advertised hearing. 
The county’s contribution is a 

fraction of the proposed expan-
sion’s projected cost, according 
to officials.

“The proposed capital invest-
ment is $1.715 million,” said 
County Economic Development 
Director Don Kirkman, who 
added the company is seeking 
incentives, not only from local 

sources, but from the state as 
well. 

“This will be an important fac-
tor in their ultimate site location 
decision,” Mr. Kirkman said. 

Parker Boats in Beaufort has 
a sister location in Sweetwater, 
Tenn., called Bryant Boats. Only 
one of the two locations will be 

For more images from 
the 2019 Down East 
Christmas Parade, visit 
carolinacoastonline.com.

Down East Christmas Parade
Janyah Murray, right, wields her flag to the beat of the Marching Mariners of East Carteret 

High School Sunday as the band brings up the end of the procession for the 2019 Down East 
Christmas Parade on Harkers Island. (Dylan Ray photo)

A year after storm, couple 
returns home for Christmas

Board selects Smith to chair county commission

Hilda and Claude Wallace of North River hold the keys to their renovated home 
that was damaged during Hurricane Florence in September 2018. Thanks to the 
volunteer efforts of several churches and groups, the couple was able to move back 
in their home Monday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NORTH RIVER 
— When 2 feet of water 
came in their house during 
Hurricane Florence, Claude 
and Hilda Wallace weren’t 
sure if they would ever cel-
ebrate another Christmas in 
their home.

Thanks to the collabora-
tive efforts of churches and 
nonprofit hurricane recov-
ery groups, the Wallaces 
received the keys to their 
renovated, three-bedroom 
home Monday.

“I thank God for each and 
everyone for all the work 

they did,” Ms. Wallace, 67, 
said Monday. “God bless 
them. We are sure thank-
ful.”

Mr. Wallace, 68, also 
thanked those who made it 
possible for the couple to 
return home for Christmas.

“It means a lot to me,” 
Mr. Wallace said. “It sure 
is nice.”

Mr. Wallace said he and 
his wife evacuated ahead of 
the hurricane in September 
2018, but when they returned 
home, they discovered 2 feet 
of water had damaged their 
home and mold was already 
taking over. They didn’t 

have insurance.
“It’s the highest the water 

has ever come in our home,” 
Mr. Wallace said.

Ms. Wallace said she  
heard the N.C. Conference 
United Methodist Church 
Disaster Response Center 
had been set up in Newport 
and was helping families 
rebuild their homes. She 
applied for help.

United Methodist Church 
Disaster Response case 
manager Jowita Zerilli said 
when the group assessed the 
Wallaces home, officials knew 

See Couple / Page 2A

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — During their 
Monday evening regular ses-
sion at the administrative build-
ing on Court House Square, 
county commissioners elected 
Commissioner Bill Smith to 
serve as the panel’s chairperson.

“I don’t know if I should 
thank you, to the fellow commis-
sioners, or hurt you when we get 
out the door,” Mr. Smith said. 
“You’re right, things do look dif-
ferent from the center seat.”

Mr. Smith replaces 
Commissioner Mark Mansfield 
in the top spot. Mr. Mansfield will 
continue serving on the board, 
but Mr. Smith will now con-
duct meetings, act as the board’s 
spokesperson when called upon, 
sign some documents and other 
related duties.   

First elected in November 
2010, Mr. Smith serves District 
2, representing Newport and a 
portion of Broad Creek. County 
staff confirmed he has never held 
the leadership position before. 

Additionally, Mr. Smith’s 

seat is not on the 
November bal-
lot. 

“Some people 
say that your 
two best days 
as chairman is 
your first and 
your last,” Mr. 
Mansfield noted 
as the board con-
templated leader-
ship roles Monday. “I’m going to 
make sure my name is not on the 
recommendation list this year.” 

Mr. Mansfield suggested Mr. 

Smith take his position as chair-
person. All commissioners voted 
in favor of the suggestion, with 
Mr. Smith abstaining.  

Following the nomina-
tion, Mr. Mansfield suggested 
Commissioner Ed Wheatly be 
elected vice-chairperson. Before 
the others could vote, however, 
Mr. Wheatly declined. 

“I’d like to speak to that 
if I may,” Mr. Wheatly said. 
“I thank you very much for 
the nomination, it’s an honor 

See Smith / Page 4A

See $50K / Page 4A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

CHERRY POINT — The Carteret 
County Chamber of Commerce’s 
Military Affairs Committee delivered a 
sweet treat to service members at area 
military installations Monday during 
the 16th annual Cookies for the Troops 
distribution.

MAC collected an estimated 14,500 
cookies this year, according to Chamber 
of Commerce Program Manager and 
MAC staff liaison Anna Smith. The 
cookies and other treats filled 39 boxes, 
the most the chamber has ever seen.

“Cookies for the Troops has been 
going strong for nearly two decades in 
Carteret County, and this was our best 
year yet,” Ms. Smith said. “Thanks to 
the generosity of the community, the 

See Cookies / Page 4A

Robert Eubanks Jr., Newport
William Penelli Jr., New Bern
Cora Willis, Morehead City
Vaughan Johnson, Morehead City
Braxton Piner, Marshallberg
Thomas O’Keefe, Morehead City
Christopher Norris, Newport

SMITH

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The final contend-
ers in the 2020 elections will emerge 
this week, as filing for the contests 
concludes at noon Friday. 

Along with packed Democratic and 
Libertarian presidential primaries, 
North Carolina’s race for lieutenant 
governor is also contested, with six 
Democrats and eight Republicans in 
the race as of Monday. 

Lt. Gov. Dan Forest, a Republican, 
is running against incumbent Gov. 
Roy Cooper, a Democrat, though 
Mr. Forest faces a primary challenge 
from state Rep. Holly Grange, R-New 
Hanover.

Of local interest are three seats 
on the county commission and three 
seats on the county school board.

All three incumbent county com-
missioners with terms expiring – 
Jimmy Farrington, Ed Wheatly and 
Bob Cavanaugh, all Republicans 
– have filed for reelection. As of 

2020 filing
ends Friday
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