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NEWS-TIMES New weight 
room

West Carteret 
High School debuts 
its new weight room 
after Hurricane 
Florence damaged 
the old one.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Joan Kiel, New Bern
Arnold Leary, Beaufort

Rebekah Carl, Havelock
Doreen Bessa, Swansboro

Robert Marks, Beaufort
Katherine Oglesby, Seattle, Wash.

Betty Merrell, Beaufort
James Lawrence, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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MaST supporters
appeal to county 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Tempers 
flared at county commission-
ers’ Monday evening meeting 
at the administration building on 
Court House Square as residents 
expressed concerns about the 
Marine Science and Technologies 
Early College High School’s clo-
sure. 

While commissioners said 
they were trying to dispel rumors 

and misinformation about the 
school’s fate, during public com-
ment a number of parents, stu-
dents and staff of MaST criti-
cized the board’s recommenda-
tion that funds be diverted from 
the school. 

“Honestly when I heard 
you wanted to close us, I was 
quite distraught,” MaST student 
Courtney Du Marce said. “Why 
would you guys give us false 
hope if you (didn’t plan to fund 
the second year)?” 

Other MaST supporters said 

the closure was a detriment to 
students. 

“To shut this off now would be 
to shut off the opportunities … 
for future generations to come,” 
Beaufort resident Kimberly 
Nyman said. “This is something 
we can get the funding for. The 
community is in support.” 

Last month, during their June 
regular session, county commis-
sioners voted 5-2, with commis-
sioners Robin Comer and Jimmy 

Marine Science and Technologies Early College High School fresh-
man Amber America works on a research assignment in January dur-
ing an aquaculture technologies class. The school board plans to close 
MaST. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Camp inspires
future first
responders 

Town 
filing
ends 
FridayGroup uses tournament proceeds for inclusive playground

TOP: Atlantic Beach firefighter Corey Carlson teaches Broad Creek Middle School rising seventh-grader John 
Millush, 11, how to control a high-pressure hose the department uses to fight fires Monday during Camp 911.  
ABOVE: Atlantic Beach firefighter Gavin Vollmer helps rising Morehead City Middle School sixth-grader Hudson 
White, 11, try on an oxygen mask firefighters use to breathe when they go into a building to put out a fire. It’s 
one of many activities children who participate in Carteret Community College’s Camp 911 can learn about this 
week through Thursday. (Cheryl Burke photos)

Nonprofit group Another Perspective, which helped organize a fishing tourna-
ment last year, used the funds raised during the event to add equipment accessible 
to wheelchair-bound children to Eastern Park in Smyrna. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

SMYRNA — Organizers 
of one of Carteret County’s 
fishing tournaments hope 
to expand access to parks 
throughout the area. 

This is according to Bailey 
Evans, a member of non-
profit Another Perspective. 

“We’re the nonprofit that 
helped with the (Sarah James 
Fulcher Red Fish) tourna-
ment,” Mr. Evans said. “It’s 
a catch-and-release fishing 
(tournament). We have a 
second tournament … taking 
place on (Saturday) Aug. 10 
(at Cedar Island Resort).”

The primary organiz-
ers of last year’s Sarah 
James Fulcher Red Fish 
Tournament event, Another 
Perspective used tourney 
proceeds to add specialized 

equipment for wheelchair-
bound residents at Eastern 
Park in Smyrna. 

“From that fishing tourna-
ment is where we were able 
to raise the funds to install 
the new, inclusive play set,” 
Mr. Evans said. “We were 
able to set up that inclusive 
equipment in memory to 
Sarah James Fulcher.” 

Sarah was a wheelchair-
bound resident of Carteret 
County who died in July 
2017. Mr. Evans detailed 
the difficulties the Fulcher 
family had finding parks 
with equipment that catered 
to children like Sarah. Mr. 
Evans said Sarah’s family 
had to drive an hour to find a 
park with appropriate equip-
ment. 

Another Perspective got 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With 
the deadline for filing for 
November’s municipal 
election less than 72 hours 
away, no town yet has 
a mayoral race and one 
town does not have any 
candidates for its seats.

The deadline is Friday 
at noon to file for the 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 elec-
tions. 

When they file at the 
County Board of Elections 
office at 1702 Live Oak 
St., Suite 200, in Beaufort, 
candidates are encour-
aged to bring information 
on their campaign com-
mittee, campaign bank 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH 
— Noble Short, 12, a ris-
ing seventh-grader at Broad 
Creek Middle School, is 
interested in becoming a 
firefighter.

“I want to help save 
people’s lives and firefight-
ers help people out a lot,” 
Noble said during a visit 
Monday to the Atlantic 
Beach Fire Department.

He’s among a group of 
students who are experienc-
ing emergency services and 
law enforcement firsthand 
this week as part of Camp 
911. The camp is being held 
Monday through Thursday 
at Carteret Community 
College and various emer-
gency services and law 
enforcement agencies. The 
camp was open to children 
ages 10 to 13.

The annual summer 
camp is geared to students 
interested in emergency 
services careers, including 
firefighting, emergency 
medical services and law 
enforcement.

Kevin White, fire and 
rescue coordinator for CCC 

See MaST / Page 4A

See Camp / Page 5A

See Filing / Page 4ASee Group / Page 4A

STAFF REPORT

BEAUFORT — Carteret 
County sheriff’s deputies 
recovered a body Tuesday 
which investigators believe 
is Kristen Ashley Bennett of 
Newport.

M s . 
Benne t t , 
24, was 
r epo r t ed 
missing by 
her parents 
Aug. 16, 
2018, after 
being not 
being seen 
for two 
days. On 
Sept. 4, 2018, Ms. Bennett’s 

See Bennett / Page 5A

CCSO 
finds
body
Believed to 
be Bennett

BENNETT

boyfriend Lewis Victor 
Branche III, also known 
as Trey, was arrested and 
charged with her murder. 
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