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The county reported 24 new 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
Wednesday, bringing the total 
known number of cases since 
March 2020 to 4,813. 

According to Carteret 
County’s Wednesday CO-
VID-19 update, 71 cases are 
considered active, up by two 
since the last update Monday. 
Recoveries ticked up to 4,691, 
and deaths remained at 51. 
Six of those deaths have been 
reported since March 31. 

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported two 
COVID-related hospitaliza-
tions.  

The County Health Depart-
ment continues to vaccinate 
residents 16 years of age and 
older, though offi cials an-
nounced this week it is mov-
ing away from hosting mass 
vaccination clinics due to a 
decrease in demand. 

The fi nal mass clinic will be 
Friday, April 30, but offi cials 
have said vaccines will con-
tinue to be administered at the 
health department and private 
pharmacies after that date.

To make an appointment 
with the health department, 
call 252-728-8550, option 2, 
during business hours. 

County reports 
24 more 
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
David Troutman, Atlantic Beach
Cecil Tuten, Williston
James Yarbrough, Richlands
Wallace Miller, Havelock
Edward Stanley, Newport
Florida Smith, Trent Woods

George Broadstreet III, Morehead City
Betty Ketterer, Newport
Paul Hamlin, Carteret County
Everett Huneycutt Sr., Gloucester

Sunday 
April 18

Monday
April 19

Tuesday
April 20

Wednesday
April 21

Low 6:51 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 8:43 a.m. 9:41 a.m.
6:19 p.m. 7:16 p.m. 8:22 p.m. 9:31 p.m.

High 12:09 a.m 1:00 a.m. 1:58 a.m 3:00 a.m
 12:32 p.m. 1:27 p.m.  2:31 p.m. 3:35 p.m

MIKE SHUTAK
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Town offi cials are con-
sidering a property tax rate 
increase of up to 2 cents 
to pay for the new public 
safety and administration 
complex under construction. 

The Atlantic Beach Town 
Council met April 8 for its 
regular work session at the 
town hall meeting room on 
West Fort Macon Road, as 
well as online via Zoom. 
During the meeting, the 
council received a summary 
on the fi scal year 2021-22 
draft budget. 

The draft indicates a total 
budget of $8,977,590, an in-
crease of $624,393 over the 
current fi scal year’s budget 
of $8,353,197. A large part 
of the increase is due to the 
debt service for the public 
safety and administration 
complex under construc-
tion at the site of the former 
town hall, next to the At-
lantic Beach Fire Station on 
West Fort Macon Road. 

Atlantic Beach Town Council 
considers property tax rate increase

Thomas Construction Group crews work Friday at the site of the 
future Atlantic Beach public safety and administration complex. 
The town council is considering a property tax increase to pay 
the debt service on the new facility. (Mike Shutak photo)

ATLANTIC BEACH

Town manager David 
Walker said to pay the 
debt service, he proposes a 
2-cent ad valorem property 
tax rate increase, taking the 
tax rate from 18 cents per 
$100 of property value to 
20 cents. 

“This budget meets 

many of the council’s 
goals,” Mr. Walker said of 
his proposal. “It maintains 
the current level of ser-
vices...and maintains the 
current number of employ-
ees, 56.” 

The fi nal draft of the 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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The Morehead City 
Council has set Wednes-
day, May 19 at 5:30 p.m. 
as the new public hearing 
date for a request to rezone 
301 Highway 24 from a 
residential district to com-
mercial and multi-family 
residential districts.

The hearing was 
originally scheduled to take 
place during the council’s 
regular meeting Tuesday 
evening at the municipal 
building, but the city is-
sued a notice that morning 
postponing the hearing to 
a later date. In the notice, 
the city said the decision 
was made due to signifi cant 

interest received to provide 
public comment and lim-
ited space in the council 
chambers. 

The city also said in 
the notice it wants to hold 
the hearing for the rezon-
ing request on the same 
date as the public hearing 

Morehead City Council sets 
new date for rezoning hearing

This artist’s rendering shows a bird’s eye view of a proposed development at 301 Highway 24. A public 
hearing for a rezoning request for the property has been postponed until May. (Contributed graphic)

See REZONING Page 4A

defused!
EmeraldIslecancels
2021fireworksshow,
beachmusicfestival
BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Emerald Isle commissioners voted unani-
mously Tuesday night to cancel the annual 
Fourth of July fi reworks show and beach music 
festival, citing budgetary concerns.

The two separate motions to cancel the events, 
made during the board’s monthly meeting in 
town hall and online via GoToWebinar, came 
a little more than a month after the town board 
of commissioners discussed the possibility in a 
budget work session.

“I love fi reworks,” Commissioner Jim 
Normile said before the vote on a motion by 
Commissioner Steve Finch to cancel the show, 
which is held at Bogue Inlet Pier and attracts 
thousands of viewers to the beach and along 
town streets.

During the March 9 work session, commis-
sioners expressed concerned Carteret County 
might switch to a new distribution method for 
state-shared sales and use tax revenues, reducing 
Emerald Isle’s share. That doesn’t look likely to 
happen for the 2021-22 fi scal year, which begins 
Thursday, July 1, but Finance Director Laura 
Rotchford said she and Town Manager Matt 
Zapp still have “overall budget concerns.”

For example, during the March work session, 
Mr. Zapp said because of coronavirus restric-
tions, the parks and recreation department had to 
cancel some revenue-producing programs.

In addition, offi cials said the Crystal Coast  Emerald Isle commissioners Tuesday offi cially canceled the town’s Fourth of July Fireworks show, 
along with the Emerald Isle Beach Music Festival, citing budget concerns. (News-Times photo)See CANCELLED Page 4A
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