
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!
• Governor pays visit to Eastern  N.C.

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Onslow Bay CCA hosts Project Healing Waters, Page 9
Swansboro High School soccer team falls in first round, Page 10

Swansboro Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 12
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The annual 
Swansboro Christmas 
Flotilla will take place 
Friday, Nov. 29, at dusk.

On the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, the public 
is invited to gather along 
Swansboro’s waterfront 
and watch the spec-
tacular parade of lighted 
boats as they sail down 
the White Oak River 
and into the Swansboro 
Turning Basin.

Music will fill the air 
and you can enjoy treats 
such as funnel cakes, 
cider and hot cocoa, 
as you enjoy the lights 
glimmering off the river.

The lights and décor 
of the boats are amazing.

At the end of the 
parade, Santa disem-
barks at the Church 
Street Dock to hand out 
treats to the kids at Olde 
Towne Square.

In case of a weather 
delay, the flotilla will 
take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 30.

The flotilla is under 
the direction of the 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department.

For information on 
participation, call (910) 
326-2600.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast calls 
for partly cloudy skies 
with highs in the mid-
50s and lows in the 
mid-30s.

This week’s 
weather picture is 
drawn by Ayden 
Haraway, a student in 
Elaine Selgren’s first 
grade at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

Flotilla 

sets sail 

Friday, 

Nov. 29

Commentary

Cool fall 

weather stirs 

memories

of the farm

Work underway 

on Ward Shore
By Jimmy Williams

Assuming weather does not create a 
slowdown, phase one of the shoreline-
stabilization project at Swansboro’s 
Ward Shore Park should be complete by 
the end of this week.

“The construction of the rock sill is 
close to being finished,” Chris Seaberg, 
town manager, said last week.

The project has been approved for 
about two years and under consideration 
for about three years. Not only that, the 
scope of the project – originally a plan to 

simply stop the erosion of the little park 
– has been expanded to include changes 
to Water Street.

Phase one is the installation of a liv-
ing shoreline. The work is being funded 
largely through grants. (See related 
article.)

Ward Shore Park is on the banks 
of the White Oak River in the area of 
the intersection of Spring, Water and 
Elm streets. Over the years erosion has 
claimed much of the area, to the point 
that Water Street could be impacted.

By Carol Hartsoe

I always get a bit nos-
talgic in the fall. I think 
back to my childhood and 
then compare it to chil-
dren growing up in today’s 
world. I also think of a 
quote by Charles Dickens 
that began, “It was the best 
of times, it was the worst of 
times …” I think that was 
true of my childhood now 
that I look back. Life was 
simple and pretty much the 
same for all the families I 
knew. I didn’t know times 
were hard nor did I know 
it was good until becom-
ing an adult. Children of 
the 1950s and 60s were not 
spoiled. The extent of get-
ting spoiled back then was 
taking every opportunity to 
raid a grandmother’s candy 
dish. My grandmother 
always made sure her dish 
was full and my sisters and 
I could count on getting 
that treat at every visit. We 
were happy.

Children weren’t 
exposed to politics, drugs, 
Internet dangers, or the 
myriad crimes so prevalent 
now. Curse words were a 

rarity, not normal conver-
sation. Elders were to be 
treated with respect and 
bullying was punished on 
the spot. Children of today 
just don’t know how care-
free their realities really are. 
My reality was that children 
worked. It was expected, so 
we spent summers work-
ing in tobacco so there 
could be new clothes for 
school, heading shrimp on 
humid summer afternoons 
after dad’s returned with 
the catches of the day, or 
hanging around adults as 
they went about the busi-
ness of preparing hogs to 
supply food. Children of 
today just don’t know that 
kind of life and I honestly 
can’t decide if that’s a good 
thing or if they are missing 
out on something. The fol-
lowing story explains a bit 
about what they are missing 
while growing up in today’s 
world.

Hog killings and chick-
en murders ...

There wasn’t a lot of 
cussing done around me 
as I was growing up. But, 
(See WORDS, page �)(See WORK, page �)

Crowd gathers by candlelight
A healthy crowd of folks gathered at the 

Harry C. Pugliese Pavilion Stage at Olde Towne 
Square for the Swansboro by Candlelight en-
tertainment on Saturday, Nov. 9. Swansboro 
Dance Studio performed excerpts from “The 

Nutcracker” and Flip Side provided live music 
during the event, which featured downtown 
merchants opening their beautifully decorated 
shops for the shopping public. For more on the 
event, see page 5. (Pete Rulon photo)

Help us help you.
In order to continue providing the best care for our community, 
we need your feedback. Please take our five-minute survey at 
CarteretHealth.org/survey.

Ten participants will be awarded a $50 Amazon gift card.

By Jimmy Williams

Following open discus-
sion on the town’s 2019 
Land-Use Plan, Swansboro 
commissioners generally 
agreed to continue incor-
porating the plan’s policies 
into the Swansboro Unified 
Development Ordinance.

Commissioners came to 
that conclusion near the end 
of their early October regu-
lar meeting. Discussion on 
the land-use plan, adopted 
in January, was the only 
item on that agenda. At the 
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(See WETLANDS, page �)

After nearly two years of plan-
ning, work is underway on phase 

one of the Ward Shore stabiliza-
tion project. (Pete Rulon photo)
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