
NEWS

The News-Times is inside!
• Subdivision gets OK in Peletier

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 39                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                         JUNE 5, 2019

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.carolinacoastonline.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News

Arts by the Sea will take 
place in historic downtown 
Swansboro on Saturday, June 
8, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

This fabulous arts and 
fine crafts festival takes place 
downtown from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m.

Come and see the best 
artists and crafters as they 
line our historic streets 
with beautiful fine art and 
handmade crafts. The juried 
craft show represents some 
of the finest crafters in the 
Southeast. Pottery, jewelry, 
paintings, stained glass, fiber, 
carvings, photography, sculp-
ture and metal work are just 
a few of the crafts represent-
ed at this annual event.

The festival also includes 
live, local entertainment at 
the Harry C. Pugliese Jr. 
Pavilion throughout the day.

The Kids Zone will offer 
arts, crafts and a variety 
of other activities on the 
waterfront across from Olde 
Towne Square.

Your 

Weekend

By Jimmy Williams

Though town commissioners unanimously 
approved the Swansgate subdivision’s prelimi-
nary plat, working through the process prompt-
ed them to look into how Swansboro grants 
approval for developments that might generate 
stormwater runoff.

In this case, the town planning board, which 
voted unanimously to grant plat approval, 
also handed up three recommendations, or 
“conditions” for approval. While the com-
missioners agreed on the first two, the third, 
“Completion of a study by the town’s Public 
Works Department or designee on the impact 
to the town’s stormwater infrastructure from 
the proposed Swansgate subdivision develop-
ment,” did not.

Swansboro does not require a public hear-
ing to consider a preliminary plat, which is 
generally the developer’s concept of the project 
relative to zoning compliance, access, buffers 
and parks, permits and recreation fees as well 
as stormwater treatment. But this item did 
draw a comment.

At the May 28 meeting of the town com-
missioner, during the portion of the agenda 
reserved for public comment, Laurent Meilleur, 
a member of the town planning board, detailed 
in a PowerPoint presentation why he believes 
the stormwater study is important. He tied the 
study to Swansgate.

“I have concerns about Swansgate,” he said 
as he opened the presentation, “ and the town’s 
control over stormwater, or lack thereof.”  

“Elevations are changed such that addi-
tional stormwater will channel to Main Street 
Extension/Mt. Pleasant Road,” he stated in 
the presentation. The runoff will impact state 
stormwater systems but also the town’s.

Meilleur said that the owner of a home at 
the foot of Mt. Pleasant Road, the area where 
the town maintains a culvert to handle runoff 
from the area, told him water has backed up at 
that ditch and reached the edge of his home.

“Adding several acres of impervious sur-
face to this area, you can imagine what will 
happen,” Meilleur said.

A study of the stormwater system will 
shed light on what he calls the “unknowns.” 
These include systems that are close to being 
overloaded, how much runoff each system can 
handle and how new development will affect 
the system.

“Without knowing this … you are operating 
with unknown risks,” Meilleur said.

Swansgate representatives appeared before 
the town planning board twice before a recom-
mendation was granted.

Meilluer pointed out in the presentation 
that the engineer declined to provide details on 
how much runoff might result from the project. 
Instead, the engineer said he would meet DOT 
requirements for permit approval.

Swansgate representatives pointed out that 
the town’s review requirements fall under the 
state thus a state stormwater permit is all that 
is required.

Swansgate OK’d, 
runoff to get look

Commentary
The world 
population 
is growing 
robustly

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy with highs in 
the low-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Delilah Borges, a student 
in Kristen Markle’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By David Kaplan

World population continues 
to grow robustly. While that 
population numbers 7.621 bil-
lion in the middle of 2018, it is 
projected to grow to 9.9 billion 
by 2050. While it is true that 
the rate of world population 
growth is modest, 1.2 percent 
annually at this time, that num-
ber when applied to a growing 
world population, now 7.6 bil-
lion, accounts for increases in 
population that become bigger 
annually. Various regions of the 
world are contributing to that 
growth. For example, Africa 
was a population of 1.284 
billion as of 2018, and that 

population is slated to grow to 
1.714 billion by mid-2030 and 
to 2.586 billion by mid-2050. 
While those increases in popu-
lation are big, it is what you 
expect if you know the rapid 
annual population growth rate 
that Africa has, which is 2.6 
percent.

While Africa has rapid pop-
ulation growth, Europe has very 
slow population growth, with 
some countries recording nega-
tive rates of growth. For exam-
ple, Spain has a natural rate of 
increase, births vs. deaths, of 
minus 0.1 percent. Accordingly, 
its population is projected 

In the Tideland ...
Swansboro Parks and Recreation has a busy June, Page 6
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Swansboro Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 10

Festival 
planned 
June 8

The Tideland News needs 
to clarify that water seeping 
through pavement off Main 
Street Extension was the result 
of a water line leak and not 
associated with the filling of 
wetlands nearby, as a story in 
the May 29 newspaper implied.

A crew from Onslow Water 
and Sewer Authority was on 
site to fix the leak on May 29, 
according to ONWASA offi-
cials.

(See RISING, page �)
(See STORMWATER, page �)

 By Jimmy Williams

When the Swansboro Rotary 
Club handed out its first two 
college scholarships – $500 
each, according to club records 
– in the spring of 1979, a lot of 
folks in the community didn’t 
think the club would be around 
to award scholarships in 1980, 
much less go on to award more 
than $1 million in scholarships 
over next 41 years. But the club 
did survive and, on Thursday, 
May 16, surpassed that $1 mil-
lion mark.

Those first awards went 
to Darlene Jones and Ellen 
Slaughter Sheehan, Swansboro 
High School Class of 1979. The 
11 recipients from the Class of 
2019 are from Swansboro and 
Croatan high schools. Each 
received $4,000. (See related 
story.)

Brandon Sewell, 33, presi-
dent of the Swansboro club, was 
not born when those first two 
awards were handed out, but 
he understands the impact the 
club has had on the community 
– and the impact the community 
has had on the club – since that 
time.

“The legacy of giving that 
Swansboro Rotary has achieved 
in surpassing $1 million in 
scholarship giving is a tre-
mendous milestone,” he said. 
“You think of the hundreds of 
Rotarians who have given their 
hearts over the last 41 years of 
the club’s existence to support-
ing our youth and you just get 
goose bumps. It goes without 
saying, but without the com-
munity’s support this milestone 
would have never happened. For 
that we are grateful.”

To celebrate the milestone, 
the club’s weekly lunch meet-
ing was moved to an evening 
banquet.

Scholarship recipients and 
their families were the spe-
cial guests of honor. But there 
were other special folks on 

Graduating 

seniors at 

Croatan High 

School will walk 

the stage to col-

lect their diplo-

mas on  Friday, 

June 7. The 

graduation cer-

emony for their 

counterparts at 

Swansboro High 

School will be 

Monday, June 17.

Eleven of the 

students at these 

two schools 

are part of a 

very special 

group, the class 

of Swansboro 

Rotary Scholars 

that helped the 

club top the $1 

million-mark in 

scholarship funds.

Club giving at $1 million

Kaitlyn Denise Flint, who received the 
Mary Kent Parker Memorial Scholarship, 

listens to a speaker during the banquet. 
(Williams photo)

Rotary 

scholars 

program

hand, including three charter 
members, two of whom, Barry 
Matthews and Bud Davis, are 
still active. Ben Licko, 95, the 

club’s charter president, was 
also in attendance.

Matthews, a past club presi-
dent, introduced the guests, but 

first he offered a brief history of 
the scholarship project.

“We had been formed a very 
short time and we had our first 

fundraiser, the first annual oys-
ter roast,” he recalled.

Tickets were $10 each and 
the club printed 150. About 100 
of them were sold – or at least 
about 100 people came – to 
the roast for all you could eat 
and drink, he said. Through the 
event, the club grossed about 
(See FUNDS, page �)
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