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Summer’s 

Taste of Core 
Sound will return 
to the Core 
Sound Waterfowl 
Museum and 
Heritage Center 
on Harkers Island.

Page 1B
Vol. 108-No. 99 Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019 75¢

Published Sunday, Wednesday and Friday

www.carolinacoastonline.com ©Carteret Publishing Co., Inc.

Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Donna Mason, Beaufort

Sally Hart, Kennesaw, Ga.
David Driggers-Hughes, Beaufort

Sidney Richardson, Otway
Vernon Rochelle, Morehead City

Antony Brilakis, Emerald Isle

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Auditions return to ENC
11 vocalists head to next round

Early
voting
begins
this 
week

NC-03
race
heats 
up
Candidates
talk issues
at LWV forum

CCC looks to mitigate shoreline
erosion after Florence damage

tions for ABC’s “American 
Idol.”

Ms. Linton was the first 
person to go before the judg-
es, and she thought it went 
well.

“I was a little shaky at first, 
but it was a great experience 
and I would definitely do it 
again,” she said.

Ms. Linton auditioned last 
year, as well. This was the 

second year Mac Daddy’s has 
hosted a preliminary round of 
the singing competition.

“This year, I’ve been doing 
more gigs and performing in 
front of large crowds,” she 
said. “I just let it all go. It 
was way better and I was less 
shaky and more confident.”

The same nervous excite-
ment could be felt in the air 
well before the audition pro-

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— As fall semester begins 
at Carteret Community 
College, officials are look-
ing to repair the eroding 
campus shoreline that sus-
tained major damage dur-
ing Hurricane Florence.

Of particular concern is 
a 273-foot section that con-
tains a bulkhead and sea-
wall in front of the Bryant 
Student Center and Crystal 
Coast Civic Center. The 
section was damaged by 3 
feet of storm surge, which 
caused a concrete sidewalk 
to collapse and rip-rap to 

be destroyed.
While that damage is of 

major concern, CCC Plant 
Operations Director Steve 
Sparks said about 1,400 
feet of shoreline from the 
Howard Building to where 
the college’s property ends 
at the N.C. Division of 
Marine Fisheries office 
sustained damage, as well. 

“This storm taught us 
we need something more 
sustainable for our shore-
line. We are very vulner-
able and we have a lot 
of buildings along that 
shoreline,” Mr. Sparks said 
Tuesday during the CCC 
Board of Trustees meet-

ing in the McGee Building 
boardroom.

Mr. Sparks estimates it 
will cost $908,808 to make 
needed repairs. So far, 
the college has received 
$213,059 in Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency reimbursement 
funds and $300,000 in 
Hurricane Florence recov-
ery money for the project. 
That leaves the college 
$395,749 short. However, 
CCC is applying for addi-
tional FEMA funds.

In its application for 
additional funds, the col-
lege states, “Without the Carteret Community College student Sean Buckout of Harlowe talks on the 

phone Wednesday along a section of the campus shoreline that was damaged dur-
ing Hurricane Florence. (Cheryl Burke photo)See CCC / Page 4A

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES 

CAPE CARTERET 
— With only 60 seconds on 
the clock, Cierra Linton of 
Washington belted out the 
first part of “No One” by 
Alicia Keys in front of a panel 
of judges.

Ms. Linton and hun-
dreds of others gathered at 
Mac Daddy’s Entertainment 
Center were auditioning for 
WCTI News Channel 12’s 
“ENC Idol” in hopes to move 
on to the next round of audi-

cess began, and officials with 
Mac Daddy’s were excited, 
too.

“We are super stoked, 
about all the people who are 
here hanging out,” said Tracy 
Gillikin, Mac Daddy’s gen-
eral manager. “You can tell 
there is an excited nervous-
ness.”

Hopefuls lined up at 
the entertainment center 
before the registration pro-
cess, each practicing their 

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — In-
person early voting in 
the special election for 
North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District 
begins Wednesday. 

Three one-stop loca-
tions will open across 
Carteret County to accept 
residents who need to reg-
ister to vote and those who 
want to cast a ballot in the 
race. Voters do not need to 
present photo identifica-
tion for this election.

The one-stop early vot-
ing period will run through 
Friday, Sept. 6 weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Carteret County resi-
dents can vote at one of 
three early voting loca-
tions, the County Board 
of Elections office at 1702 
Live Oak St., Suite 200, 
Beaufort; the Western Park 
Community Center, 275 
Old Highway 58, Cedar 
Point; or Fort Benjamin 
Park Recreation Center, 
100 McQueen Ave., 
Newport. 

Friday, Interim County 
Deputy Director of the 
BOE Shawne Southard 
said her office has the 
three one-stop sites fully 
staffed and ready to roll 
Wednesday. 

Voters in 17 counties 
in the eastern region of 
the state will head to the 
pools on Election Day, 

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Voters took up the 
chance to pepper congres-
sional candidates with 
questions on health care, 
the federal budget, off-
shore oil development 
and more Thursday night 
as part of the League of 
Women Voters of Carteret 
County’s forum.

The event, put on in 
partnership with the 
Carteret County Chamber 
of Commerce and host-
ed by chamber President 
Tom Kies, allowed resi-
dents some face-to-face 
time with candidates in 
the 3rd Congressional 
District race for the seat 
previously held by the late 
Rep. Walter Jones Jr., R-
N.C.

Libertarian Tim Harris, 
Democrat Allen Thomas 
and Constitution Party 
candidate Greg Holt par-
ticipated in the event at 
Joslyn Hall on the campus 
of Carteret Community 
College. State Rep. Greg 
Murphy, the Republican 
on the ballot, did not 
attend. 

ABOVE: Samuel Rivera of Beaufort auditions Friday 
for “ENC Idol” at Mac Daddy’s in Cape Carteret. RIGHT: 
Tykeira Mewborn-Roberson of New Bern auditions as 
judge Bryan Mayer listens during an early round of 
screenings for “American Idol.” (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Voting / Page 5ASee Forum / Page 4A See ‘Idol’ / Page 5A

Duke Energy probes Radio Island for project
County commission to review report MondayBY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — During 
their Monday evening 
regular session at the 
administration building on 
Courthouse Square, county 
commissioners will listen 
to a report about Radio 
Island’s potential as a site 

for an industrial park. 
The report is part of the 

Duke Energy Site Readiness 
Program. The program is 
part of the company’s ongo-
ing efforts to sponsor the 
preparation of areas with 
the potential to house an 

industrial park. 
“The goal of the program 

is to increase the inventory 
of industrial sites through-
out the Carolinas, as well 
as to advance the state of 
readiness of these sites,” 
reads a portion from Duke 

Energy’s website. 
If an industrial park is 

constructed, Duke Energy 
could be the vendor chosen 
to service it.

Completed July 23, the 
report highlights potential 
industrial sites in areas Duke 

Energy customers live. The 
report was written by South 
Carolina-based Strategic 
Development Group. Duke 
Energy paid for the study. 

A special-use permit is 
required should Radio Island 
be used for industrial and 

manufacturing purposes. 
The proposed site is 141 
acres and encompasses the 
bulk of the island, according 
to information in Monday’s 
agenda packet. 

See Duke / Page 3A
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