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T deland News

Swansboro Friends 
of the Library will host a 
library fundraiser, “Bingo 
Night” and 50-50 Raffle on 
Thursday June 13, begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center, 830 Main Street 
Extension in Swansboro.

Tickets are available at 
the library or from friends 
members.

“Support our local library 
with a fun evening of food 
and friends!”

For information, call 
(910) 326-4188.

Library 

event

By Ann vonHoorn

Students in the SAVE Promise Club in 
Swansboro High School received an Award 
of Excellence from a representative, Carleen 
Wray, of the national Sandy Hook Promise 
organization on Thursday, May 30.

The club members are the District Grand 
Champions of the Say Something Initiative 
sponsored by Sandy Hook Promise founded in 
Newtown, Conn., after the shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Sandy Hook on 
Dec, 14, 2012.

Sandy Hook Promise has formed in the 
wake of the tragedy to combat gun violence in 
schools by forming student-led activities and 
initiatives empowering young people to do 
what they can to stop school violence every-
where.

The acronym SAVE states for Students 
Against Violence Everywhere.

The ceremony on the sunny Earl Taylor 
Football Field was led by the high school drum 
corps and a singing of the National Anthem by 

Jason Diaz, a junior and member of the SAVE 
Promise Club.

Martha Kelley, faculty advisor for the club, 
commended the students for achieving this 
award and presented Izabela Willis, an SHS 
senior and president of the SAVE Promise 
Club, with a certificate of achievement.

Willis was selected to serve as a member 
of an elite group of high school students on 
the nationwide Sandy Hook Promise National 
Youth Advisory Board.

In that capacity as well as serving as chap-
ter president, Willis has led meetings and 
helped organize two activities that included 
four of the five Swansboro schools: SHS, 
Swansboro Middle School, Queens Creek 
Elementary School, and Swansboro Elementary 
School.

She has handed out bracelets, and flyers, 
chaired meetings organized a mural painting 
featuring the Sandy Hook Logo.

Swansboro Mayor John Davis told the 

Swansboro club 

earns top award

Commentary

Breaking 

the cycle 

of religious 

violence
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

forecast is, guess what? 
Rainy with highs in the 
mid-80s and lows in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Veda 
Noblot, a student in Kim 
Crittenden’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Jim Brewster

By this time, the world is 
very much aware of the cycle 
of political violence in the 
Middle East. An Israeli soldier 
is killed along the border and 
the next day there are air strikes 
against the Palestinians in Gaza. 
Overnight, there are retaliatory 

mortar attacks against Israel 
with more deaths and injuries. 
Each side accuses the other of 
starting the conflict. Each side 
threatens war if the attacks 
don’t cease. A temporary cease-
fire is called, but the adversaries 
lie in wait, readied for the next 

In the Tideland ...
Town seeks SAFER grant to pay firefighter salary, Page 5
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Sand Ridge is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

BINGO 

planned 

June 13

Swansboro attorney Ken 
Glover died Friday morning. 
Ken was a good friend, and 
staunch supporter of this news-
paper.

He entered law school about 
20 years ago following a suc-
cessful career as a chef and 
restaurateur. Upon passing the 
bar – which drew an ovation 
from his Sunday school class at 
Swansboro United Methodist 
Church – he stayed as busy as 
he wanted to in the legal profes-
sion, always making sure he was 
free to attend football games at 
his beloved ECU. His tailgate 
parties were the best-attended at 
Ficklen Stadium.

We are unsure if his obituary 
will be available in time for this 
edition, so we want to be sure 
that his friends know the service 
will be today (Wednesday, June 
12) at 7 p.m. at Joyner Funeral 
Home in Wilson. Visitation will 
follow.

Ken is survived by his wife, 
Ellen, and two children, Robert 
and Grace.

He will be missed.

(See LOVE, page �)
(See CLUB, page �)

Rain did not dampen the spirits of vendors, entertainers or visitors – es-
timated in the thousands – at Swansboro’s Arts by the Sea on Saturday, 
June 8. Jamie Botinovch, interim Swansboro Parks and Recreation direc-
tor, said the event featured a variety of juried art and music. “We were 
happy to host another great event and look forward to next year,” she said. 
In lower left photo, Swansboro Police Chief Ken Jackson greats 9-month-
old Eric Young and his parents, Rachael and Canon Young of Swansboro. 
Sgt. Jeremy McNeil is pictured at left. (Rulon photos)

Enjoying Arts by the Sea

By Brad Rich

Swansboro commissioners 
voted 4-1 on June 4 to approve 
a 2019-20 budget that calls for 
$4,834,321 in expenditures and 
retains the current property tax 
rate of 35 cents per $100 of 
assessed value.

That includes a general 
(operating fund) of $4,304,431, 
plus a stormwater fund of 
$115,801 and sanitation fund 
of $384,800, both of which get 

their revenue from fees, not tax 
money.

In his budget message to 
the board and taxpayers, Jon 
Barlow, interim town manager, 
pointed out that the tax-and-
spending plan for the new fis-
cal year, which begins July 1, 
includes money to upgrade one 
position in the town’s finance 
department from part-time to 
full-time and also includes an 
increase in the pump-out fee at 
the town dock from $5 to $35.

There’s also a 3.5 percent 
increase in garbage collection 
fees, to $17.49 per month per 
residential customer and $29.14 
per month per commercial cus-
tomer.

Barlow said the major 
sources of revenue, as always, 
are the property tax and the 
state-shared sales tax, which 
together are expected to gen-
erate about 60 percent of the 
total. After adding in revenues 
from other sources, such as the 

utilities franchise tax, planning 
and inspections fees, the town 
is still transferring $161,742 
from the general fund balance 
to make revenues and expendi-
tures meet.

“The fund balance has been 
severely impacted as a result 
of expenditures related to 
Hurricane Florence,” the inter-
im manager wrote in his budget 
message, as “the town has 
appropriated nearly $900,000 
for expenses related to hurri-

cane recovery efforts” in fiscal 
year 208-19.

“Thus, the unassigned fund 
balance available for appropria-
tion at the end of FY19 is esti-
mated to be about $980,000. It 
is expected that most, if not all 
of these funds, will be recov-
ered at some point in the future 
from (the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) and/or 
insurance proceeds.”

Panel is split, but OKs budget

(See TAX, page �)

Ken Glover


