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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Super volunteer at age 15
ATLANTIC

Ü 1B

POLL
QUESTION

What’s your 
favorite holiday?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? CARTERET COUNTY

Gerald Williams, Swansboro
Ellen Arnold, Fernandina Beach, 
Fla.
Naomi Warren, Morehead City
Robert North Jr., Hubert
Louise Outlaw, Morehead City
Dimaree Williams, Havelock
Edna Gillikin, Morehead City
Robert Harrison, Cedar Point
Doris Jenkins, Atlantic Beach
Dorothy Rouse, Spartanburg, S.C.

Martha da Silva, Newport
Amy Willis, Atlantic
Bobby Howard, Morehead City
Ronald Waters, Cape Carteret
Frances Waters, Cape Carteret
Ruth Filep, Gloucester
Henry Ford Sr., Newport
Vickie Dailey, Havelock
Ann Willis, Morehead City
Michael Heath, Sanford
Susan Morton, Broad Creek

Fundraising is just one more 
challenge facing athletic pro-
grams in a school year affected 
by COVID-19.

The questions facing student-
athletes and their parents, school 
personnel and potential donors 
are innumerable and without any 
real solid answers. But the pro-
grams must go on, and for that 
they need money. 

MOREHEAD CITY

Schools juggle fundraising 
with COVID uncertainty

Ü 6A

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health Depart-

ment reported Monday a confi rmed 
COVID-19 death of a resident.

The individual died Sunday from 
complications associated with the novel 
coronavirus. The resident was in their 
80s and had preexisting health condi-
tions, according to a press release from 
the health department. To protect the 
family’s privacy, no further information 
about the patient will be released.

The reported death, the 9th COVID-
19-related death for the county, comes on 
the heels of two confi rmed COVID-19 
deaths reported last week.

“The Health Department sends our 
deepest sympathies to the family and 
loved ones of this resident.” Health 
Director Stephanie Cannon said. “We all 
can do our part to protect ourselves and 

others in our community from the spread 
of this virus. 

“Please continue to exercise caution and 
follow health guidelines of the 3 W’s; 1) 
Wear a face covering; 2) Wait 
6 feet apart; and, 3) Wash 
your hands frequently.” 
Ms. Cannon added.

Health care providers 
in our area continue to 
test individuals suspected 
of COVID-19, even those with-
out symptoms. Contact your medi-
cal provider or visit covid19.ncdhhs.
gov/about-covid-19/testing for testing 
locations in the area.

For more information about CO-
VID-19 in Carteret County, please 
call the citizens inquiry hotline at 
252-726-7060, Monday – Friday from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Carteret County reports 9th COVID-19 death

County announces 44 COVID-19 cases since Friday
Offi cials reported Monday 44 more COVID-19 cases have 

been confi rmed in Carteret County since Friday, bringing the 
total to 853 known cases since March. 

Of the total count, 90 cases are considered active, while 
754 people have reportedly recovered from the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus. Health offi cials announced 
Monday a ninth Carteret County resident died from COVID-
19 complications Sunday, the third local death reported in less 
than a week. 

The latest death occurred in the 28584 zip code in west-
ern Carteret County, according to zip code data the county 
released in its Monday afternoon coronavirus update, posted 
to carteretcountync.gov.

Five patients are reportedly hospitalized at Carteret Health 
Care in Morehead City for COVID-19 treatment, as of Monday.

The Carteret County public school system has also reported 
an additional case, bringing the total number of confi rmed 
cases connected to schools to 35 as of Monday. The newest 
case was reported Saturday at East Carteret High School.

To date, health providers have reportedly conducted 9,119 
COVID-19 tests, with 163 test results pending Monday.

This Carteret County map shows confi rmed COVID-19 cases as of Monday broken 
down by zip code, with deaths shown in parentheses. (Carteret County map) 

MOREHEAD CITY

Wednesday 
Oct. 7

Thursday  
Oct. 8

Friday 
Oct. 9

Saturday 
Oct. 10

Sunday 
Oct. 11

Low 5:10 a.m. 5:33 a.m. 6:44 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 8:53 a.m.
6:13 p.m. 7:06 p.m. 8:06 a.m. 9:09 a.m. 10:08 p.m.

High 11:41 a.m 12:30 p.m. 12:48 a.m. 1:48 p.m. 2:54 a.m.

 11:58 p.m. -------- 1:26 p.m. 2:29 p.m. 3:32 p.m.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

It was a relatively quiet weekend along the 
Morehead City waterfront, where the streets 
would normally be fi lled with crowds taking in 
the sights, sounds and smells of the North Caro-
lina Seafood Festival. 

The N.C. Seafood Festival Board of Directors 
announced in July the 34th annual festival, typi-
cally held the fi rst weekend of October, would be 
altered in light of the coronavirus pandemic. The 
large event, complete with food and craft ven-
dors, live music stages, carnival rides and more, 
was canceled, but organizers are holding virtual 
events throughout October.

“We held out hope until the very end that we 
could do something (in person), but it all came 
down to the risk, and our board felt it was too great 
of a risk to bring that many people (into Morehead 
City),” N.C. Seafood Festival Executive Director 
Stephanie McIntyre told the News-Times. 

Ms. McIntyre said she and the board members 
felt it’s important to keep fans engaged even 
without the in-person event, so the festival is 
leveraging its social media platforms to share 
videos and photos from past festivals and host 
giveaways and other planned events throughout 
the month. She said the festival can track partici-
pation by analyzing social media metrics, and so 
far, the response has been positive. 

“Our main goal was to stay in contact with 

our fans. That’s what really keeps us going,” she 
said, adding that social media has proven to be a 
valuable tool for educating people about how to 
source local seafood, one of the key goals of the 
annual event.   

This is the second time in three years extenuat-
ing circumstances have forced the N.C. Seafood 
Festival to cancel its waterfront celebration, which 
was also called off in 2018 due to Hurricane Flor-
ence. Ms. McIntyre said the recent events have 
been a fi nancial blow to the festival, but the board 
is already planning next year’s celebration to take 
place Friday through Sunday, Oct. 1-3.

“For us to miss two out of three years is really 
diffi cult to swallow, but it’s prompting a lot of 
conversations,” she said. “We’re looking at a 
fi ve- to 10-year plan and how to sustain the festi-
val going forward.”

Festival organizers also haven’t completely 
ruled out holding some kind of scaled-back, in-
person event once it becomes safe to do so. Ms. 
McIntyre said the board brainstormed numerous 
alternative event ideas, even throwing around the 
idea of a drive-thru festival, before deciding to go 
entirely virtual. 

The annual event brings in upward of 200,000 
visitors to the Crystal Coast, meaning the lack of 
a festival has an impact on the tourism industry, 
as well.  However, Crystal Coast Tourism Devel-
opment Authority Jim Browder said the blow is 
somewhat softened by the fact Carteret County 

NC Seafood goes virtual, brainstorms future plans

Jacqueline Moore serves a spicy pita pocket with fresh local shrimp during the 2019 
N.C. Seafood Festival. The festival is canceled this year due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, but virtual events are still being offered throughout the month. (File photo)

Augusta Delguidice, 
Newport
Gregory Harrison, 
Newport
John Schamanski, 
Beaufort

just experienced one of its strongest 
summer tourism seasons on record. 
Preliminary numbers show the trend 
is continuing into the fall. 

Among the virtual event offerings, 
the festival is hosting virtual road 
races until the end of the month, in 

which runners can enter for a 5K, 
10K, half marathon or the tri-chal-
lenge, which is all three races.

Information on other virtual 
events being offered throughout the 
month can be found at the ncsea-
foodfestival.org.
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