
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
high temperatures in the 
low-80s and lows in the 
upper-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Izaac 
Ehlenberger, a student 
in Christina Barnes’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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... is inside! In today’s Tideland News ...

Vaccination proof required for FHBI, Page 3

SBSL honors veterans at opening day, Page 9

Sand Ridge students compare years, Page 10

There is a 191,000 square foot climate-controlled building 
at the center of 60 developable acres at Swanspoint Marine 

Industrial Park. JOEC continues to market the site on Ho-
gans Road in Hubert. (Zack Nally photo)

Boat building happens here

Commentary

Complicated 

legislative 

redistricting 

is underway
By Jordan Wilkie

Every state in the coun-
try is redrawing political 
maps based on new data 
from the 2020 census, 
and many eyes across the 
nation are focused on North 
Carolina.

The Tar Heel State has 
been a hot spot for legal 
fights over political maps 
since the 1990s, battles 
that have accelerated since 

2011, when Republicans 
took control of the state 
legislature and used that 
newfound power to draw 
new political maps from the 
2010 census in their own 
favor.

Unlike previous ger-
rymandering efforts, maps 
drawn over the last decade 
applied sophisticated soft-
ware to narrowly tailor 

Commissioners 

tweak meeting

By Jimmy Williams

As Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners was putting an agenda 
policy in place, members also continued 
discussion over the manner in which 
board meetings are conducted.

Paula Webb, at the direction of the 
commissioners, presented a draft policy 
for consideration at the July 26 meeting 
of the board.

“A draft policy has been prepared 
with a purpose to set forth the proce-
dures, criteria and conditions under which 
the board of commissioners meeting 
agendas are created,” Webb, assistant 

town manager and town clerk, said in a 
memo to the board. “A comprehensive 
agenda, which sets forth the items of 
business and the order in which they are 
to be considered, is vital to the order and 
efficient handling of any meeting.”

The policy followed a back-and-
forth in a Tideland News article between 
Mayor John Davis and Commissioner 
Laurent Meilleur over Davis’s leadership 
style.

Meilleur stated that one of his reasons 
for deciding against seeking reelection in 
2021 was Davis’s tendency to insert opin-

(See MAPPING, page �)
(See AGENDA, page �)

9/11

5K Race 

Saturday
Swansboro Parks and 

Recreation Department 
will host the 2021 
Tunnel to Towers 5K 
Run & Walk on Sept. 11.

The Tunnel to Towers 
Run & Walk series was 
created to honor the 
heroic life and death of 
Stephen Siller, a New 
York City firefighter, 
who lost his life on Sept. 
11, 2001, after strapping 
on his gear and running 
through the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel to the 
Twin Towers.

The series is to honor 
all of those who lost 
their lives on Sept. 11, 
2001, and to support first 
responders and military 
who make extraordinary 
sacrifices in the line of 
duty, according to Robby 
Fellows, program super-
visor with parks and 
recreation.

More information on 
the Stephen Siller Tunnel 
to Towers Foundation is 
available online at www.
tunnel2towers.org.

Call (910) 326-2600 
for registration informa-
tion.
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JOEDC markets boat-building site in Hubert 
By Zack Nally

The Swanspoint Marine 
Industrial Park is already a hopping 
space, but the Jacksonville Onslow 
Economic Development would like 
to see even more production at the 
Hubert site.

With only 15 of 60 acres 
being used by primarily two busi-
nesses – Winter Custom Yachts and 
Waterline Systems – the economic 
development agency sees “massive 
growth potential” for the future.

“A site like this one with so 
much developmental space on 

the intracoastal waterway is a 
rare find,” JOED executive direc-
tor Mark Sutherland said. “It’s 
extremely marketable.”

The industrial site at 270 
Hogans Road in Hubert abuts the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway and 
features 191,000 square feet of 
indoor, climate-controlled work-
space; eight 80-foot boat slips; and 
a 75-ton travel lift to accommodate 
maintenance on large-scale boats.

The land, owned by Randy 
Johnson, has seen multiple busi-
nesses come and go over the years. 
(See related article.)

Chris-Craft exited the building 
in 1991 and Hatteras moved on 
in 2008. Current resident Winter 
Custom Yachts opened at the facil-
ity in 2018. Waterline Systems, 
owned by Randy Borges, moved in 
during 2020, taking over for U.S. 
Workboats, formerly Armstrong 
Marine.

The building itself has under-
gone a few major renovations 
in recent years. It was refitted 
with high-efficiency lighting last 
year, made possible by a N.C. 
Department of Commerce Building 
Reuse grant. The project included 

the construction of new ADA-com-
pliant restrooms and an enclosed 
employee break room.

Another highlight addition was 
the shipyard doors installed to 
match the 55-foot ceilings.

“(Randy is) very forward-lean-
ing in investing in that facility,” 
Sutherland said. “They put shipyard 
doors on the plant so the builders 
could make bigger, taller boats to 
meet demand and not have to move 
the project outside. They used to 
have to pull them out before they 

Swansboro panel refines 

planning for agenda items
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