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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Melva Teachey, Morehead City
Thomas Johnston, Emerald Isle
Gertrude Sherwood, Stella
Meredith Horner, Swansboro
James Mackey Jr., Swansboro
Juanita Aman, Cedar Point
Patricia O’Grady, Swansboro

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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County unveils budget proposal with no tax hike

INSIDE TODAY:

Learn more about the county’s plan to retire some education 
debt in the 2019-20 budget, see Page 2A.

HURRICANE PREP BEGINS

NWS urges residents to ready now for fall stormsUS Marine
drowns off
Emerald Isle
Third swimmer death
in town this spring

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — A 28-year-old Marine 
stationed at Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville died after 
being pulled from the ocean Saturday afternoon in 
Emerald Isle.

In a press release issued at around 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Police Chief Tony Reese said officers responded to a 
report of a swimmer in distress at 4:23 p.m. on the 
9100 block of the beach strand.

When emergency responders got to the scene, 
friends had pulled Justin Andrew Hinds from the 
water, according to the release.

“Life-saving efforts were initiated by Emerald 
Isle EMS and Fire Department personnel and Hinds 
was transported to Carteret Health Care, where he 
was pronounced dead by hospital staff,” the release 
added.

Mr. Hinds was from Avondale, Ariz.

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Coastal 
residents shouldn’t focus solely on 
a hurricane’s category, but need to 
remain alert all throughout hurri-
cane season and remember it only 
takes one hurricane to change a 
person’s life. 

These were among the take-
away messages Monday at the first 
National Weather Service commu-
nity hurricane preparedness forum 
in Carteret County. The NWS staff 
at the local weather service office 

in Newport held the forum at the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center. About 
42 people attended this forum, 
held during National Hurricane 
Preparedness Week, which runs 
this year from May 5-11. 

NWS warning coordination 
meteorologist Erik Heden lead the 
forum, starting off with a brief 
presentation on the local NWS 
office and the services it pro-
vides. 

“We live in this area we fore-
cast for,” Mr. Heden said. “We 
also forecast up to 20 nautical 

miles (23.02 standard miles) out 
(from the coast).”

Mr. Heden said the NWS staff 
at the Newport office stays on the 
job, no matter what weather occurs. 
This includes during hurricanes, 
like Hurricane Florence, which 
made landfall last September. 

When it comes to hurricanes 
and being prepared for them, the 
local NWS office staff have sev-
eral key points they want resi-
dents to remember. The first of 
these brought up at the forum was 
that residents shouldn’t focus too 

much on the category of a given 
hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson 
hurricane scale. This scale ranges 
from 1-5, with any hurricane rat-
ing 3 or above considered a major 
hurricane. 

“It is important, but there are 
other effects,” Mr. Heden said. 
“The (hurricane) scale is only 
(based on) wind speed…that’s 
part of the pie, but not all of it.” 

Among the factors not included in 
determining a hurricane’s category are 

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY —  
County staff formally presented a 
balanced budget totaling $118.68 
million for the 2019-20 fiscal year 
Monday night to commissioners. 

County staff presented the bud-
get during the commission’s regu-
lar meeting in the administration 
building. 

“Our priorities have continued 
from prior years,” said Assistant 
County Manager and Finance 
Director Dee Meshaw, who pre-
sented the budget to county com-
missioners. “For developing the 
budget, we wanted to maintain 
services and budget revenues con-
servatively, and so there (is) no 

property tax increases in the gen-
eral fund.”

As such, staff recommends a 
tax rate of 31 cents per $100 in 
property value. 

The budget’s total $118,680,855 
figure is divided into several funds. 
The general fund, special revenue 
fund, capital project fund and 
enterprise fund are projected to 
receive allocations of $94,842,895, 
$17,480,160, $5,224,300 and 
$1,133,500, respectively. 

The current budget proposal 

is a 26.9% decrease from the 
current fiscal year’s budget that 
was amended as recently as late 
March. 

“The decreases are the result 
of two major events in (Fiscal 
Year 2018-2019),” reads informa-
tion staff provided in the budget. 
“Hurricane Florence Landfall in 
September (2018), and a major 
beach nourishment project.” 

The recovery from Hurricane 
Florence and the beach nourish-
ment project added respective 

appropriations of $15.03 million 
and $29.3 million to the current 
fiscal year’s budget.  

“This (fiscal 2019-20) bud-
get was particularly challenging 
for us because we had the ills 
of Hurricane Florence,” County 
Manager Tommy Burns said.

While the current fiscal year’s 
budget might have the beach nour-
ishment project listed at a total of 
$29.3 million, that figure, accord-
ing to county staff, could be mis-
leading. This is due to what staff 
describes as a “doubling up effect” 
in transferring funds from one sec-
tion of the budget to the other. 

“The true project cost is $17.17 

Carteret Community College’s Wayne West Building is north 
of the Crystal Coast Civic Center on Arendell Street in Morehead 
City. The 2019-20 fiscal year will mark the end of the county’s 
debt service payments for the building. (Dylan Ray photo) See Budget / Page 5A

See Hurricane / Page 4A

See Drown / Page 5A

Meteorologist Casey Dail inflates a balloon with hydrogen Tuesday at the National Weather Service office in Newport. The balloon will take 
a two-hour flight and ascend to nearly 100,000 feet in order to capture data to be used in global models that help predict weather patterns. 
A balloon is launched twice daily simultaneously from points across the country to create a comprehensive grid of data. (Dylan Ray photo) 

Morehead City 
FY20 plan has 
5-cent jump, 
fee increases

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — City officials pro-
pose a 5-cent property tax increase for the 
upcoming fiscal year in order to fund major 
capital improvement projects planned over the 
next several years. 

City Manager Ryan Eggleston presented this 
recommendation, along with the proposed fis-
cal year 2019-20 budget, during a workshop 
with the city council at the municipal build-
ing Tuesday. If adopted, the proposed 5-cent 
increase will bring the citywide ad valorem 
property tax rate to 40 cents per $100 of 
assessed value. 

To best leverage the increased tax revenue, 
Mr. Eggleston also proposed freezing most cap-
ital improvement projects for fiscal year 2019-
20 and developing a five-year capital improve-
ment plan for the city. The CIP program would 
take effect in fiscal year 2020-21.

“How do we focus in on building a mecha-
nism for, in particular, our large, significant 
capital projects that we have to do on an annual 
basis; how do fund that on an ongoing basis?” 
Mr. Eggleston asked the council Tuesday. 

He said most non-essential departmental 
capital requests will be “put on pause” while 
staff works to create the five-year CIP next 
fiscal year. Major capital projects the council 

See Increase / Page 4A

School board adjusts $186K error in MaST funding
BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The County 
Board of Education approved 
Tuesday revising its 2019-20 
local operating budget proposal to 
adjust for a $186,358 error in its 
original request to the county.

“After the (school) board 
approved its budget request, 
(Finance Officer) Kathy Carswell 
found the overage while prepar-
ing the final budget documents 
to submit to commissioners,” 

Superintendent Mat Bottoms said 
during the meeting held in the 
school system’s central office on 
Safrit Drive.

The overage was in the calcula-
tions of funding for the Marine 
Science and Technologies Early 
College High School. 

The original request for MaST 
in the 2019-20 proposed operat-
ing budget was $245,958 for the 
second year of its operation. It 
should have been $60,000, with 
a state grant providing the addi-

tional $186,358.
Mr. Bottoms said his staff will 

balance the budget request prior 
to presenting it to county commis-
sioners during their Monday, May 
20 meeting.

“We’re looking now to lower 
the request,” Mr. Bottoms said.

The board’s original operations 
budget request to the county was 
$23.6 million, a 4% increase over 
the $22.7 million in operations 
approved this fiscal year. 

The county’s recommended 

budget, unveiled by top county 
staff Monday, shows funding the 
school system’s full operating 
request.

The school system is also ask-
ing for $3 million in capital funds 
for 2019-20, which is 50% more 
than the $2.026 million allocated 
by the county this fiscal year. 

The county is recommending 
funding $2.7 million of the capital 
request.

See Error / Page 4A

Robert Harvey, Newport

Wayne Schoden, Mill Creek

Gary Neal, Beaufort

Myra Seegers, Cape Carteret

Janice Underseth, Sea Level

Dean Henry, Conover

James Ritchey, Davis
Fay Dobbins, St. Augustine, Fla.

Webb 
wins title

Morehead City 
native Cooper 
Webb wins a 
450SX title to go 
with three pro 
crowns in the  
250 class.

Page 10A

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=98e8edb3-9783-55a9-a5f2-6b5b772cdc2b

