
Thunderstorms are 
possible both Saturday 
and Sunday. High tem-
peratures will be in the 
mid-80s and lows will be 
in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Logan Hochteil, who 
was a student in Sharon 
Russell’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Atlantic Beach ponders Circle

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside the paper for the Back to School 

section, with calendars, contact information 

Candidate squelches eligibility rumor, Page 2

The entrances to schools in Swansboro, like 
this one at Swansboro Middle School, will soon 
be busy again as full-time in-person learning 

– under a new set of COVID-19 rules and regu-
lations approved by the school board – returns. 
(Zack Nally photo)

School board OKs a policy

Commentary

State needs, 

and families 

deserve, 

better budget
By Alexandra Forter Sirota

Whether we’re Black, 
white, or brown, we all 
know what it’s like to see 
a loved one struggle and 
to want to do all we can to 
help. 

This pandemic taught 
many of us what it means to 
be just one layoff or illness 
or foreclosure away from 
fearing for our family’s 
future. But can you imag-
ine what our communities 
would look like if we had 
all that we need – where 
everyone contributes to 
make our schools, hospitals, 
parks, and programs all that 
our families deserve? 

For too many years, 
NC lawmakers have pro-
posed budgets where they 

rig the tax code to take the 
wealth our work creates and 
enrich corporations and the 
already rich who refuse to 
pay what they owe.

The House and Senate 
budget proposals this year 
are no different. 

Both legislative propos-
als would reduce the tax 
rate on corporate profits 
(in the Senate case elimi-
nating the tax entirely on 
profitable corporations) and 
lower the personal income 
tax rate, giving the greatest 
tax cuts to the richest North 
Carolinians.  

When profitable large 
corporations and the rich-
est North Carolinians don’t 
contribute what they owe, 
the state doesn’t have the 

Century Club 

making plans

By Wayne Mixon

The Swansboro Century Club wel-
comes everyone back for the 2021-22 
school year!

Century Club board members are 
enthusiastically gearing up for the 
upcoming school year by hosting a free 
hamburger and hotdog tailgate party for 
all Swansboro area fans attending the 
first home football game on Friday, Aug. 
20. The event takes place in front of the 
athletic complex at Swansboro High 
School from 5 until 7 p.m.

For those of you who may not be 
familiar with the Century Club, it was 
started in 1981 by a group of parents and 
educators interested in improving the 
athletic programs at Swansboro Middle 
School and Swansboro High School. 
Through the annual sale of contracts, 
along with sponsoring events such as 
the Century Club Trout Tournament and 
Clam Chowder Cook-Off, the club pro-
vides financial support at both the middle 
school and high school.

Our current focus is on the selling of 
annual contracts. This contract provides 
families with athletic passes for atten-

dance at all regular season home games 
at the middle school and high school.

These funds and the funds raised 
throughout the year are used for ongoing 
and capital projects that benefit not only 
the athletic programs but all students at 
the two schools. Some of these projects 
– funded in whole or in part – are:

• The installation of the high school 
track and field complex

• Dugouts and storage buildings
• Athlete appreciation cookouts
• Bleachers
• Goal posts
• Paved sidewalks
• Structural improvements in press 

box
• Sprinkler system for the middle 

school and high school
• Construction of Swansboro High 

School tennis courts
• Resurfacing of the high school track
• New scoreboards for Swansboro 

High School
• New scoreboard for football and 

soccer at Swansboro Middle School
• New sound system for the 

(See STATE, page �)
(See CENTURY, page �)

Run Sept. 11
Swansboro Parks and 

Recreation Department 
will host the 2021 
Tunnel to Towers 5K 
Run & Walk on Sept. 11.

The Tunnel to Towers 
Run & Walk series was 
created to honor the 
heroic life and death of 
Stephen Siller, a New 
York City firefighter, 
who lost his life on Sept. 
11, 2001, after strapping 
on his gear and running 
through the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel to the 
Twin Towers.

The series is to honor 
all of those who lost 
their lives on Sept. 11, 
2001, and to support first 
responders and military 
who make extraordinary 
sacrifices in the line of 
duty, according to Robby 
Fellows, program super-
visor with parks and 
recreation.

“We are excited to 
bring together the com-
munity to honor our mil-
itary and first responder 
heroes, remember 9/11 
and raise funds for the 
Tunnel to Towers pro-
grams,” Fellows said.

More information on 
the Stephen Siller Tunnel 
to Towers Foundation is 
available online at www.
tunnel2towers.org.

Call (910) 326-2600 
for information.
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Masks 

optional
By Jimmy Williams

Onslow County Board 
of Education has put in 
place a COVID-19 policy 
to start the 2021-22 school 
year that was met with the 
approval of the vast major-
ity of citizens who chose to 
speak at the Aug. 10 regular 
meeting.

The meeting took place 
at the Onslow County 
Schools’s Regional Skills 
Center in Jacksonville.

Speaker after speaker 
encouraged the board 
members to make face-
marks optional. And so far, 
according to the policy, that 
will be the rule in Onslow 
County.

While a few of the 
speakers referred to the pol-
itics of COVID-19, some 
of them and other spearers 
claimed there was no scien-
tific evidence supporting a 
mask mandate.

But one speaker sug-
gested opposing a mask 
mandate supports conserva-
tive politics.

In her comments, 

Melinda Highers, who told 
the board of education 
that she is chairman of the 
Onslow County Republican 
Party, expressed her sup-
port for the policy as writ-
ten, with the exception of a 
couple of sections.

Highers referred to 
the following paragraph: 
“During the 2021-2022 
school year, the superinten-
dent may require the use 

of face coverings and/or 
other means for an indi-
vidual school or schools to 
reduce the transmission of 
an airborne communicable 
disease when reports indi-
cate widespread prevalence 
of disease. Onslow County 
Schools will comply with 
any face covering mandates 
initiated by the Governor 
in accordance with general 
statute.”

“I believe the whole 
paragraph is unnecessary,” 
she told the board.

If the mask mandate 
comes from the governor, 
she implied, there would be 
no need for school officials 
to be involved with invok-
ing it.

“Why don’t we just let 
the governor be the bad 
guy?” Highers asked.

She also thanked the 

board of education for 
being easy to work with, 
making reference to others 
in GOP leadership roles, 
like hers, in other parts of 
the state who don’t have it 
as well as she does.

“We’re conservative,” 
she said.

Her comments gained 
notice by at least a couple 

Supporting SHS and SMS

(See SCHOOL, page �)
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