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K-8 students to eat free next year
4-year program provides breakfast, lunch

Lunches, like these served to students Wednesday at White 
Oak Elementary School, will be free, as will breakfasts, to all 
county elementary and middle school students for the next four 
school years thanks to a federal program. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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BEAUFORT — All county 
elementary and middle school stu-
dents will receive free breakfasts 
and lunches at their schools for the 
next four academic years, begin-
ning in August.

This is made possible thanks to 

a federal Community Eligibility 
Provision program, approved 
Tuesday by the County Board 
of Education, that provides free 
meals in school districts with a 
high percentage of students who 
qualify for the federal free- and 
reduced-meal program.

High schools currently don’t 

PERSEVERANCE DOES THE TRICK

CCC graduates celebrate hard-won degrees

STAFF REPORTS

BOGUE BANKS, 
BEAUFORT — The summer 
tourism season is almost here, 
and several towns in Carteret 
County are preparing their 
paid parking programs. 

During the summer, several 
municipalities in the county 
supplement their revenue 
through the influx of vaca-
tioners with paid parking. In 
Beaufort, Atlantic Beach, Pine 
Knoll Shores and Emerald Isle 
there will be designated park-
ing areas with various rates, 
hours and days of operation. 

In Emerald Isle, paid park-
ing at the two major beach 
access facilities will begin 
Friday and will cost motor-
ists $10 per day, regardless of 
how long they stay. The town 
usually starts charging the 
fee on Fridays, weekends and 
holidays around Easter, but 
delayed it this year because of 
a beach nourishment project.

The Western Ocean Regional 
Access is 0.4 miles from the 
B. Cameron Langston Bridge, 
off Islander Drive and beside 
Queen’s Court condominiums. 
The Eastern Ocean Regional 
Access is 6.4 miles from the 
bridge, between Pier Point and 
Ocean Reef condominiums. 
Both accesses have spaces for 
about 160 vehicles.

Both have restrooms, picnic 
pavilions, showers and decks, 
in addition to long walkways. 
The fees pay for lifeguard ser-
vice and maintenance of the 
facilities.

Town taxpayers are eli-
gible to receive two annual 
free parking permits for the 
Eastern Ocean Regional 
Access and Western Ocean 
Regional Access lots. Those 
permits are granted only for 
vehicles registered in the name 
of the taxpayer and are not 
transferable.

The required sticker cannot 
be obtained at the regional 
beach access facilities, and 
must be obtained prior to vis-
iting them. To obtain a park-
ing permit, taxpayers should 
visit the parks and recreation 
department beside and just 
north of the old town hall/
police department. A current 
driver’s license and vehicle 
registration are required.

There is also a large park-
ing lot at the privately owned 
Bogue Inlet Fishing Pier, at the 
end of Bogue Inlet Drive in the 
western end of town. Parking 
is free there Monday through 
Friday, but costs $10 per day 
on weekends.

Carteret Community College graduate Holly Carpenter of Newport, center, shows off her cap to her daughters, left, Camille, 5, and right, Charlotte, 3, prior 
to the start of commencement exercises Friday in the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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MOREHEAD CITY — The 
Carteret Community College 
Class of 2019 had a lot to cel-
ebrate Friday, such as overcom-
ing the challenges of Hurricane 
Florence to receive degrees or 
diplomas.

“The college is still recovering 

from the impact (of Hurricane 
Florence) and I know my family 
and many more families in North 
Carolina are, too. Despite that, here 
we are today, able to push through 
one of the toughest years this col-
lege has had to endure to graduate 
on time with our degrees,” CCC 
Student Government Association 
President Jarrett Yeomans said to 

a standing-room-only crowd of 
graduates, family and friends in 
the Crystal Coast Civic Center.

Mr. Yeomans, on behalf of his 
class, thanked the CCC adminis-
tration and staff for “bending over 
backwards for us students when 
we needed it through this tough 
time. We could not have done this 
without you.”

He encouraged his fellow grad-
uates to remember the hard lessons 
learned since the storm devastated 
the coast in September.

“After today you will experi-
ence plenty of hurricanes in your 
life, hopefully not actual ones, but 
other obstacles and difficulties,” 
he said. “However, it’s all about 
how you respond to them. This 

means doing what you’ve had to 
this year, keeping positive. Keep 
pushing forward. You’ve made it 
through this storm and you can 
make it through any other obstacle 
that lies ahead of you.”

Mr. Yeomans was among 171 
graduates to receive degrees 

See CCC / Page 4A

qualify, according to child nutri-
tion director Melissa Albright, who 
asked the board to approve the 
program during its meeting in the 
school system’s central office on 
Safrit Drive. Her request passed 
4-0, with board members Travis 
Day, John McLean and Brittany 
Wheatly absent.

Ms. Albright said she has already 
received approval from the N.C. 
Department of Public Instruction 

Paid 
parking 
to launch 
in county 

See Parking / Page 5A

See Free / Page 5A
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STRAITS — Though competition 
is the focus of the Core Sound Decoy 
Carvers Guild’s annual Loon Day 
event, the day is more about kinship 
and tradition.

Loon Day is held each year in May at 
the H. Curt Salter building on Harkers 
Island Road. 

This year’s competition was 
Saturday, and like many years before, 
it was heavy with that tradition.

“It’s been going on before my time,” 
said guild vice president Jerry Talton. 
“I’ve been a member since 2005 and 
on the board since 2008. It was started 

Loon Day highlights heritage, family ties

Steve Robertson, left, an 18-year member of the Core Sound Decoy 
Carvers Guild in Straits, hands competition pieces to Casey Arthur 
Saturday during Loon Day near the Earl C. Davis Memorial Bridge to 
Harkers Island. (Dylan Ray photo)

when most of the members were from 
Harkers Island and it’s a celebration of 
the great loon migration.”

The day included a floating decoy 
competition, a shorebird competition 
and a one-day exhibit of antique Core 
Sound buffleheads, pintails and beach 
robins. 

In previous years, the competition 
was for loons only, but as time went on, 
other decoys were added. Every decoy 
entered in the competitions became 

property of the guild, and later sales of 
the decoys raised funds for the organi-
zation.

“We started doing puddle ducks or 
divers every other year, but if people 
are going to donate, we’ll take what-
ever,” Mr. Talton said.

Mr. Talton said he has always been 
“duck crazy,” and becoming a member 
of the guild was a natural fit for him. 

See Loon / Page 2A
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