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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, Nov. 24
Low:  3:51 am 5:08 pm
High:  10:28 am  10:51 pm

Sunday, Nov. 28
Low:  7:41 am 8:25 pm
High:  1:42 am  1:58 pm

Saturday, Nov. 27
Low:  6:34 am 7:36 pm
High:  12:41 am  1:01 pm

Friday, Nov. 26
Low:  5:32 am 6:45 pm
High:  12:06 9m     --------

Thursday, Nov. 25
Low:  4:36 am 5:56 pm
High:  11:14 am  11:43 pm
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CEDAR POINT

See SHELLFISH Page 2A
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Coastal Living
Mill Creek girl navigates epilepsy with 
help from canine companion, 1B

Sports
Former Croatan standout sets school, CAA 
records for 200-yard backstroke, 6A

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Four more residential properties have 
been tentatively cleared for annexation into 
Cedar Point, possibly as early as December.

If the Cedar Point Board of Commis-
sioners eventually approves those voluntary 
annexation requests, it will the number of 
residential properties entering the town since 
this summer to six, following town manager 
David Rief actively reaching out to property 
owners.

During the town commission’s work ses-
sion Thursday in the town hall off Sherwood 
Avenue, town clerk Jayne Calhoun said 
she had investigated the suffi ciency of fi ve 
recent requests, as required under state law. 
Four of them met state rules: 111 and 139 
Circle Drive, 117 Bay Landing Road and 
105 Water Front Drive.

 The fi fth one, 100 Saltwater Court, did 
not. Mr. Rief said it is in a subdivision 
– Ocean Spray Mobile Home Park – and 
is not contiguous to any other property in 
the town. To take that property in, the town 
would have to take in the entire subdivision, 
which is off VFW Road. 

He told commissioners he met recently 
with representatives of the Ocean Spray 
homeowners’ association, and the major-
ity were not in favor of seeking voluntary 

annexation. One reason is Ocean Spray is 
a gated community, so one of the major 
benefi ts of coming into town – improving 
streets with town and state money – would 
not be possible.

“We can’t spend town money for streets 
in a gated community, and the majority there 
want to keep their gate up,” the manager 
said.

Another benefi t to annexation would be 
town garbage service, but Mr. Rief said most 
of the property owners in Ocean Spray are 
there only part time and don’t want to pay 
the cost – included in the town’s property 
tax rate – for the service.

Still, Mr. Rief said, the Ocean Spray rep-
resentatives seemed glad the town made the 
effort to meet them.

“They were relieved we are not going to 
try to go after them” with forced annexation, 
he said.

Forced annexation, once a staple of 
municipalities because residents near towns 
use streets, parks and other services without 
paying for them through property taxes, is 
nearly impossible in North Carolina. Since 
2012, a law passed by the General Assembly 
has required municipalities hold a referen-
dum of all who would be taken in, essential-
ly eliminating the practice. More than 50% 
would have to vote in favor.

During a commission meeting earlier this 
year, Cedar Point leaders said they were not 
interested in holding a referendum to annex 
areas outside town.

At any rate, the board voted Thursday to 
schedule a public hearing Thursday, Dec. 9 
on the four voluntary annexation requests 
Ms. Calhoun’s investigation found were suf-
fi cient under state law.

According to Carteret County tax records, 
the four properties combined are valued at 
about $454,000, including land and struc-
tures. At the town’s property tax rate of 
14.75 cents per $100 of assessed value, that 
would generate about $669 in tax revenue 
for the town.

Cedar Point offi cials, in seeking voluntary 
annexations, have said those brought into 
town will have the benefi t of participating in 
municipal elections and get police patrols by 
the town’s full-time, contracted deputy. 

In addition, in many cases, Mr. Rief has 
said, they will also pay a lower combined 
tax bill as they would not pay some county 
fees, like the green box charge, but would 
still have to pay the landfi ll fee.

Contact Brad Rich at 252-864-1532; 
email brad@thenewstimes.com; or follow 
on Twitter @brichccnt.

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Shellfi sh aquaculture is growing by leaps and bounds along the 
North Carolina coast, and a signifi cant portion of it is in Carteret 
County. 

Aquaculture, the practice of breeding, rearing and harvesting 
animals and plants in water environments, can include harvesting 
shellfi sh like clams and oysters. In North Carolina, the N.C. Divi-
sion of Marine Fisheries, the state agency responsible for managing 
fi sheries in state and coastal waters, issues leases for shellfi sh aqua-
culture and in recent years has seen massive growth in the shellfi sh 
aquaculture industry. 

DMF public information offi cer Patricia Smith said in recent 
years, the number of applications for shellfi sh leases has “increased 
exponentially.” 

The DMF received 22 such applications from 2005-11, but from 
2012-19, the division received 350 applications. 

“This is an increase from 2011 (two lease applications) to 2019 
(106 lease applications) of 5,200%,” Ms. Smith said in an email. 
“There was a slight decrease in the number of applications in 2020 
(58 applications), thought to be due to COVID-19.” 

As of Wednesday, North Carolina has 426 shellfi sh leases and 
franchises, totaling 2,197.84 acres. Of these, Carteret County 
contains 127, which is 29.81% of all leases in the state. Most of 
Carteret County’s leases are located in Newport River. 

Shellfi sh aquaculture contributes a growing portion of the 
shellfi sh sold on the commercial seafood market in North Carolina. 
Ms. Smith said commercial oyster landings from privately leased 
shellfi sh bottoms have been increasing annually, in comparison to 

carteret growers contribute to shellfish aquaculture boom in n.c.

Carteret County contains 29.81% 
of all shellfi sh aquaculture leases in North Carolina

Aquaculture-raised clams sit in a pile at Hooper Family Seafood recently. 
Shellfi sh aquaculture sites in Carteret County are contributing to a boom in 
the industry. (Mark Hooper photo)

cedar point could annex 4 more properties

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9M&uuid=96b0ba01-85b4-5b63-9b17-107ddbeeb021
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=96b0ba01-85b4-5b63-9b17-107ddbeeb021
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=96b0ba01-85b4-5b63-9b17-107ddbeeb021
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=96b0ba01-85b4-5b63-9b17-107ddbeeb021

