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!Coastal Living
Officials: Plans underway for 2021  
Veterans Day Parade in Morehead City, 1B

Sports
Mariners can’t stop the run in 34-20 
loss to Ayden-Grifton, 4B

MOREHEAD CITY

TIDES Wednesday, Sept. 1
Low:  9:31 am 11:03 pm
High:  3:36 am  4:23 pm

Sunday, Sept. 5
Low:  1:12 am 12:59 pm
High:  6:59 am  7:27 pm

Saturday, Sept. 4
Low:  12:34 am 12:12 pm
High:  6:15 am  6:46 pm

Friday, Sept. 3
Low:  11:23 am      -------
High:  5:38 am  6:03 pm

Thursday, Sept. 2
Low:  10:29 am 11:51 pm
High:  4:35 am  5:16 pm
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by the numbersthe war in  afghanistan

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Updating infrastructure, creating 
a dedicated department, encouraging 
“green” development and introduc-
ing a special service fee are among 
the recommendations a team of con-
sultants recently offered as potential 
solutions Morehead City could adopt 
to mitigate flooding and other related 
stormwater issues in town.

The Morehead City Council hired 
Durham-based firm Wood Environ-
ment & Infrastructure Solutions Inc. 
in 2019 to help the city develop a 
stormwater management master plan. 
During the first step of that process, 
the firm carried out a pilot study of 
downtown Morehead City east of 
15th Street and west of 3rd Street to 
examine existing infrastructure and 
flooding conditions.   

“There’s a reason why we picked 
this area, first of all it’s the older part 
of town, it has some of the oldest 
infrastructure in town ... and it has 
more of the undersized infrastruc-

ture pipes in town,” David Stroud 
of Wood said Aug. 24, when he and 
another representative from the firm, 
Mary Halley, appeared to share their 
findings and recommendations from 
the pilot study with the council. “You 
also have a lot of smaller lot sizes 
with higher density development 
and impervious surfaces, so all those 
conditions made this area prime for a 
pilot study area.”

The consultants found Morehead 
City is subject to flooding due to a 
variety of factors, including under-
sized and outdated infrastructure, sea 
level rise, more frequent occurrences 
of extreme high tides known as king 
tides and a lack of future planning 
or funding to address the problems. 
Analyzing the data collected from 
the pilot study, the firm also modeled 
peak water flow for 10-, 25-, 50- and 
100-year storm events under various 
infrastructure buildout conditions.  

 Wood also recommends conduct-
ing similar in-depth studies for the 
rest of the city, focusing phase two 
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Consultants recommend adopting stormwater  
service fee as part of master plan

cost of stormwater

Though many of the actions can apply citywide, such as 
establishing a new stormwater department, the recommendations 
are based on the pilot study area and don’t include, for example, 
anticipated capital needs for areas outside the initial study area. 

13 recommendations & costs proposed:

2. Hire a junior engineer and administrative assistant
$164,750 startup, $124,750 annual cost

1. Create a stormwater department and hire a stormwater engineer
$192,000 startup, $122,000 annual cost

3. Develop policies for maintenance of the public stormwater system 
$7,500 one-time cost

4. Hire a maintenance crew dedicated to the stormwater system
$1,796,000 startup, $463,000 annual cost

5. Develop standard procedures for maintenance of facilities 
$39,000 one-time cost.

6. Expand the stormwater master plan to all town drainage basins 
$350,000 by project cost

7. Develop green feasibility criteria for public land developments
$7,500 one-time cost

8. Create an ordinance to regulate stormwater on developments
$15,000 one-time cost

9. Create a stormwater policy handbook to support the ordinances
$35,000 one-time cost

10. Align the unified development ordinance and guiding plans
$42,000 one-time cost

11. Develop and implement a public information and education plan
$15,000 one-time, $3,500 annual cost

12. Implement a stormwater improvement plan to repair system 
$9,053,000 by project cost

13. Install a stormwater fee to fund the stormwater management 
$145,000 one-time cost

The total estimated cost for all the recommended activities$11,881,750

beaufort and atlantic beach have  already adopted stormwater utility fees

on all other areas within corporate limits and phase three 
on the extra-territorial jurisdiction. The ultimate goal is to 
develop a comprehensive, citywide stormwater manage-
ment program, the consultants reminded the council. 

To pay for the various activities, Wood recommended 
the city adopt a stormwater service fee that could resemble 
that of other utilities, such as wastewater fees. Ms. Halley 
said service fees are generally considered a more stable 
and equitable source of revenue than ad valorem taxes 
for management of what is being increasingly considered 
another vital utility. 

“The private system delivers (storm)water to the public 
system and then public services is required to maintain 
that,” Ms. Halley said. “So, more and more we’re  

Motorists encounter stormwater flooding at the 15th and Bridges streets in Morehead 
City in the file photo from May 2017. (News-Times photo) 

See STORMWATER Page 2A

NEWPORT

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

The town of Newport hasn’t submitted 
annual audit reports to the state on its fi-
nancial accounts for the two previous fiscal 
years, but staff told the News-Times they are 
working to get caught up. 

The N.C. Department of the State Trea-
sure confirmed Aug. 20 by email the town 
had last submitted an audit report — provid-
ed annually to the N.C. Local Government 
Commission, as its required by state statutes 
— since 2018, meaning the 2019 and 2020 
reports were still pending. 

According to the department, the reports 
provide information on the financial condi-
tion of a given local government to its 
officers, governing body, creditors, grantors 
and residents. 

Office of the State Treasurer communica-
tions manager Dan Way said in the Aug. 
20 email Newport officials have attributed 
the delay to a series of turnovers with the 
town’s finance officer position. 

“Late audit reports should be submitted 
as soon as possible,” Mr. Way said. “Failure 
to submit a timely audit report is a viola-
tion of the Local Government Budget and 
Fiscal Control Act and should be noted as 
a finding by the independent auditor in the 
audit report. 

“Further, the LGC would be unlikely to 
approve a request to approve debt for units 
of local government that haven’t submitted 
audit reports timely,” he continued. 

When asked, the NCDST didn’t say there 
was a set deadline for town officials to sub-
mit an overdue audit report. 

While the reports may be delayed, town 
officials reportedly haven’t been sitting idle. 
Mr. Way said in a follow-up email Aug. 
23 Newport officials informed the LGC 
they’ve contracted Martin Starnes & As-
sociates, a certified public accounting firm, 
and hope to have the 2019 report submitted 
by late September. 

“The 2020 and 2021 audits are expected 
to be completed soon after that,” he said. 
Martin Starnes was the firm initially con-
tracted to perform the audits. 

Town manager Bryan Chadwick said in 
an email Aug. 24 to the News-Times staff 
has been delayed submitting their 2019 
and 2020 audits to the state due to natural 
disasters, such as Hurricane Florence in 
2018, and the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. 
Additional delays resulted from new finan-
cial software being implemented in 2018, 
as well as a change in the town’s financial 
staff. 

“During the 2018 period, key finance 
staff handling the implementation of the 

software left town employment,” Mr. Chad-
wick said, “rendering our financial software 
implementation incomplete. There after, 
the COVID-19 pandemic further delayed 
our contracted auditors and staff, who were 
working remotely to complete our fiscal 
audit.” 

Mr. Chadwick said they’ve kept the state 
informed of their progress on filing the two 
missing reports.  

“We’ve communicated our progress and 
position proactively with the NCLGC and 
will continue to maintain that dialogue 
through the completion of our fiscal audit 
process,” he said. “Our fiscal reporting and 
audit health is an absolute priority to my 
office, as well as Mayor (Dennis) Barber’s 
office. I’m confident we’ve achieved a clean 
bill of fiscal health and will complete our 
delayed audit reports to both our satisfaction 
and that of the NCLGC.” 

Mr. Chadwick began his tenure as town 
manager in March 2020, before the end 
of that fiscal year. Prior to Mr. Chadwick, 
interim town manager Chris Turner held the 
post and before him, Angela Christian, who 
left in September 2019. 

Mayor Dennis Barber told the News-
Times Friday staff and officials are “very 

newport staff says work underway to  complete 2 missing audit reports

See AUDIT Page 2A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and  memorials are on page 2b
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