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NEWS-TIMES Turner named 
new West AD

Michael Turner takes over 
West Carteret athletic director 
duties from Craig McClanahan.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar

Terry Holt, Morehead City
James Rosemond, Morehead City

Robert Fay, Newport
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Fisheries panel raises concerns
about proposed flounder reduction

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The Carteret 
County Marine Fisheries 
Advisory Board convened for 
the first time since February of 
last year to discuss what they 
feel is a misguided attempt to 
save the southern flounder pop-
ulation.

At the end of the Wednesday 
meeting at the county adminis-
tration building, board members 

decided to send a letter to Gov. 
Roy Cooper and other state fig-
ures. 

At issue is a portion of the 
Southern Flounder Fishery 
Management Plan. 

Amendment 2 of the plan 
recommends a 62% reduction in 
catch of southern flounder the 
first year, followed by a 72% 
reduction the following year. 

The first year begins this fall. 
Members of the county advi-

sory board feel the proposed 
reduction is too stringent and 
would place an undue burden 
on commercial fishermen in the 
county and throughout the state. 

The letter mentions the 
importance of southern flounder 
fishing to the area’s economy. 

“These proposed reductions 
will have devastating impacts 
to the fishing economies of 
Carteret County,” reads a por-
tion of the letter the panel 

plans to send to the governor’s 
office. “The Division of Marine 
Fisheries and the (Marine 
Fisheries Commission) have 
decided to pursue an acceler-
ated timeline for adoption of 
Amendment 2 to adopt substan-
tial reductions in commercial 
and recreational harvest and 
have chosen fishing reduction 
goals that are not practicable A row of commercial vessels are tied up in a harbor on 

Harkers Island. New regulations could impact the commer-
cial flounder market. (Cheryl Burke photo)See Fisheries / Page 5A

Keepin’ traditions alive
Decoy carver Walter “Brother” Gaskill works from the porch of Core Sound Waterfowl Museum 

and Heritage Center’s Arendell Street location Wednesday in Morehead City. (Dylan Ray photo) 

NCCF wraps 
up wetlands
restoration
at preserve
6,000-acre project 
set for fall completion

White Oak
PTO, family
honor late
teacher
Page remembered fondly

PKS mayor calls for uniformity in condition flag system

Pine Knoll Shores Mayor Ken Jones prepares Wednesday to give a 
statement on beach safety to the press at town hall. A man drowned 
Sunday in the water off Pine Knoll Shores, the seventh drowning in 
Carteret County this year. (Mike Shutak photo)

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES — Mayor 
Ken Jones wants to continue to inform 
and educate the public about the beach 
warning flag system in order to prevent 
future drownings.

The mayor met with media represen-
tatives Wednesday in town hall at 100 
Municipal Circle to make a statement 
regarding beach safety. 

The announcement comes in the 
wake of the death of Earl Foster Jr., 
38, who drowned Sunday in the ocean 
off Pine Knoll Shores. Mr. Foster, a 
teacher from Guilford County, was one 
of four swimmers in distress at the time. 

The other three were children, who 
were rescued by first responders and 
Good Samaritans. All three children 
survived.  

“We offer the strongest condolenc-
es to the family and friends of Earl 
Foster,” Mayor Jones said, standing 
in front of reporters from the News-
Times, Spectrum News, WITN and 

News Channel 12. “We’ve experienced 
an unusually high number of deaths (off 
Bogue Banks) before Memorial Day.” 

Mr. Foster was the seventh person 
to drown off Carteret County beaches 
this year prior to Memorial Day, the 
traditional beginning of the summer 
tourism season.

Mayor Jones said town staff and 
residents have been making efforts to 
inform beachgoers about the beach 
warning flag system. 

See Flag / Page 5A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

OTWAY — About 20 years of restoration work 
on about 6,000 acres of farmland is almost com-
plete, and the finishing touches should be done by 
October at the latest.

This is what members of the N.C. Coastal 
Federation had to say Thursday during a tour of the 
North River Farms wetlands restoration project. 

The project began in 1999 and is the largest 
wetlands restoration project in North Carolina to 
date. During the tour, NCCF coastal specialist Bree 
Larson told those in attendance about the work 
that’s gone on over the last 20 years at the site. 

“In the 1980s and 1990s this area was ditched and 
cleared for farming,” Ms. Larson said. “The Coastal 
Federation worked with the N.C. Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund to purchase the first tract, 
about 2,000 acres.” 

In the following years, additional tracts were 
purchased with the help of additional partner organi-
zations, and in 2003, the federation and its partners 
began restoring the natural wetlands that existed 
prior to the property being turned into farmland. The 
federation’s partners on the project include private 
hunting club 1804 Wildlife Partners LLC and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Wetlands Reserve Program, 
now called the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program. 

The project has been completed in 11 phases over 
the years. Ms. Larson said the last phase should be 
complete by sometime in October.

During the tour Thursday, the group stopped at an 
area being restored by contractors. 

“These emergent wetlands will be grassy wet-
lands surrounded by forested wetlands,” Ms. Larson 
said. “It (the project) is under a permanent federal 
conservation easement, which means nothing can 
ever be built.”

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — It seems every 
life the late White Oak Elementary School 
teacher Julia Page touched was changed for 
the better.

Although Ms. Page died last April, the 
school’s PTO and Mark 
and Maria Parrish, own-
ers of Steel Services Inc. 
in Swansboro, wanted to 
honor Ms. Page’s nearly 
30-year legacy to the teach-
ing profession.

To memorialize the 
beloved third-grade teacher, 
the PTO and the Parrishes 
donated new landscaping 
and colorful steel picnic 
tables and umbrellas to the 
school’s courtyard. The 
group gathered with school personnel and 

See Teacher / Page 5ASee Wetlands / Page 5A
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members of Ms. Page’s family Thursday to 
officially dedicate the courtyard in her honor.

A plaque with the teacher’s name is includ-
ed with the renovated courtyard area, which 
had been in need of refurbishing, according 
to White Oak Elementary School Principal 
Terri Brett.

“Because of (the) construction that had 
happened at the school, the courtyard was in 
bad shape,” Ms. Brett said. “We are so grate-
ful to the (Parrish family), who wanted to do 
something to benefit White Oak and wanted 
people to know the type of character that Julia 
possessed. She represents some of the many 
outstanding teachers at the school.”

For Ms. Parrish, helping with the landscap-
ing was a labor of love because Ms. Page had 
a big impact on her son’s life.

“I am forever grateful to Ms. Page,” Ms. 
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