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T deland News

The town of Swansboro’s 
December meeting schedule 
includes …

• Dec. 3: The regularly 
scheduled Swansboro Plan-
ning Board has been canceled 
due to no agenda items.

• Dec. 11: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• Dec. 13: The Land Use 
Plan Update Committee 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in the former town hall 
at 502 Church St.

• Dec. 17: The Swansboro 
Planning Board and the 
Swansboro Board of Com-
missioners will meet in a 
special joint session at 6 p.m. 
at town hall.

• Dec. 18: The Swansboro 
Historic Preservation Com-
mission meets in regular ses-
sion at 6 p.m. in town hall.

• Dec. 19: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation Board 
meets in regular session at 
6 p.m. at Swansboro Recre-
ation Center.

• Dec. 25: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners has  
canceled its regular session 
scheduled for Christmas.

• The Swansboro Board of 
Adjustment meets as needed.

• The Swansboro Tour-
ism Development Authority 
meets quarterly.

Onslow County meetings 
include …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners will 
meet in regular sessions this 
month on Monday, Dec. 3. 
The meeting begins at 6 p.m. 
and takes place at the Onslow 
County Government Cen-
ter, 234 Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville. The 
Dec. 17 meeting has been 
canceled.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education meets on 
Dec. 3 at Blue Creek Elemen-
tary School in Jacksonville. 
The meeting begins at 6:30 
p.m.

December

meetings

By Jimmy Williams

As the N.C. Department of Natural and 
Cultural Resources, Division of Parks and 
Recreation ponders implementing the program 
Every Kid in a State Park, state officials could 
look to the recent Hurricane Florence experi-
ence of Swansboro Elementary School in 
determining how a program might function.

Onslow County Schools, shut down by the 
storm, were closed from Sept. 11 until, in the 
case of SES, Nov. 5. During that time, county 

students were invited to “pop up” school, 
instruction time outside the traditional class-
room. Under this format, teachers and students 
in the Swansboro community, from kindergar-
ten through 12th grade, met in public places 
such as churches, the branch library, the Rotary 
Civic Center, town parks and Hammocks 
Beach State Park.

Students and teachers from Swansboro 
Elementary gathered at the state park near 

Florence result: 

kids in state park 

Commentary
Democrats 

get lessons 

through 

election

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be fair on Saturday 
with rain on Sunday. 
Highs will be in the upper-
60s and lows will be in the 
low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Luke 
Abernathy, a student 
in Kristen Markle’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By D.G. Martin

What did North Carolina 
Democrats learn from the elec-
tions earlier this month?

A few lessons:
1. North Carolina Democrats 

learned the great advantages 
of recruiting good candidates 
to run in every district, even 
when the odds of winning some 
entrenched legislative seats had 
seemed remote. Well-funded, 
well-organized campaigns can 
produce demonstrably good 
results.

2. However, they learned 
again that clever partisan ger-
rymandering gives Republicans 
a clear advantage in legislative 
and congressional elections.

Until this year, the situation 
was similar in Pennsylvania. 
Republicans held a 13-5 edge 
in that state’s congressional 

delegation prior to redistricting 
ordered by the state’s supreme 
court. In this month’s election, 
using the new districts, each 
party won nine seats.

In North Carolina, where 
the total statewide congres-
sional vote is about even, 
Republicans nevertheless have 
a 10-3 advantage. The current 
districting plan concentrates 
many Democratic voters into 
the three Democratic districts 
and spreads Republican voters 
throughout the remainder. With 
seven losing Democrats garner-
ing more than 40 percent of the 
vote in the recent election, a fair 
redistricting plan would have 
made several of them winners.

Federal judges have already 
ruled that the existing North 
Carolina congressional districts 
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Members of the Swansboro Middle School Chorus took the stage at 
the Harry C. Pugliese Jr. Pavilion at Swansboro’s Olde Towne Square 
on Friday, Nov. 23, to entertain the huge crowd that was on hand for 
the annual Swansboro Christmas Flotilla. Folks lined the waterfront 

along Front Street to welcome the brightly decorated parade of boats 
to downtown where Santa Claus came ashore to meet with all the 
children in attendance. For more details on the flotilla, turn to page 8. 
(Rulon photos)

Santa Claus is sailing into town

By Rick McCormac

With Hurricane Florence fresh 
in everyone’s minds the Nov. 19 
Swansboro Land Use Plan Update Open 
House could not help but focus on the 
negative impacts of that storm, the 
town’s efforts at recovery and efforts to 
adopt practices that can help minimize 
damages from future storms.

As part of the process the town is 
including a Vulnerability Consequences 
and Adaption Planning Scenario (VCaps 
Process) that will try to predict where 
and how badly high-water evens could 
impact Swansboro.

Swansboro town officials hosted the 
event with Stewart Engineering, the con-
sulting partners firm heading up the land 
use plan update. The VCaps process is 

taking place – at no charge to the town 
– in conjunction with the land-use plan 
update. The intention is to incorporate 
the VCaps findings into the land-use 
plan that will serve as a guide to devel-
opment in the community. (See related 
story.)

In addition to members of the land-
use plan update committee, representa-
tives from the N.C. Division of Coastal 

Management, N.C. State University’s 
Sea Grant, the Nature Conservancy as 
well as Swansboro Planning Board were 
on hand in the Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room to answer questions 
from the approximately 40 people who 
attended. The groups had a variety of 
charts dealing with sea-level change, 

Florence is a backdrop to plan
Swansboro VCaps process aims to mitigate flood damage

Susi Hamilton, second from right, 
and Sarah Kendrick, right, along with 
representatives from the N.C. Aquari-

um at Pine Knoll Shores, are pictured 
in front of a group of schoolchildren at 
the park on Oct. 30. (Williams photo)

(See AS, page �)


