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T deland News

The deadline for North 
Carolinians who are eligible 
for a special program to pro-
vide rapid repairs to homes 
damaged by Hurricane 
Florence has been extended 
to Feb. 1, Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced last week.

Homeowners need to 
complete the forms by Feb. 
1 to participate in North 
Carolina’s Sheltering and 
Temporary Essential Power 
program. It provides tempo-
rary, partial repairs at no cost 
to homeowners so Hurricane 
Florence survivors can return 
to and remain in their homes 
while longer-term repairs 
continue.

“The STEP program gives 
families the opportunity to 
return to their own homes 
and communities as they 
put their lives back together 
after this devastating storm,” 
Cooper said. “I’m pleased 
that FEMA has agreed to 
our request to extend the 
deadline so more North 
Carolinians can benefit from 
this innovative program, and 
I urge eligible homeowners 
to sign and return their forms 
right away.”

The STEP program does 
not return a home to its pre-
storm condition, but it does 
make it possible for families 
to return home while long-
term repairs take place.

The program is available 
in several counties, including 
Carteret and Onslow coun-
ties.

To learn more about the 
STEP program call (833) 
257-1100.
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By Jimmy Williams

Once again, a request to demolish the historic 
George E. Bell House on Swansboro’s Water 
Street has been continued.

The Swansboro Historic Preservation 
Commission made that decision following a Jan. 
15 evidentiary hearing on the request. Owners 
Charles and Carol Lanier of Swansboro are seek-
ing a certificate of appropriateness that would 
allow them to demolish the home at 224 Water 
St. They submitted a photo of the intended 
replacement structure, a two-story home.

The Laniers live across Water Street from the 
Bell House in a business/residence on the White 
Oak River.

The commission delayed discussion until 
the regular February meeting in order to seek 
the advice of the N.C. Department of Archives 
and History. Commission members approved 
a motion to that effect unanimously. On hand 
were Linda Thornley, chairman, April Clark, Jeff 
Conaway, Benjamin Parker and Jerry Seddon.

First presented at the Nov. 20 meeting of the 
historic preservation commission, the Lanier 
request was continued until the next regular 
meeting, which was Jan. 15. At the Jan. 15 meet-
ing, Bob Shuller, Elaine Justice and Amelia 
Dees-Killette gave testimony. Charles Lanier was 
sworn in, but declined to comment.

Demolition COA delayed
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny on Saturday 
with a chance of rain on 
Sunday. Highs will be in 
the mid-50s and lows will 
be in the low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Noah 
Crockett, a student in 
Gabriela Juzgado’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

By D.G. Martin

Chapel Hill is still stunned.
Folks here woke up on Tues-

day, Jan. 15, to see the base of 
the Silent Sam monument gone, 
thanks to the surprising and de-
cisive action of UNC-CH Chan-
cellor Carol Folt. She ordered 
removal of the base at the same 
time she announced her retire-
ment to be effective at the end 
of the school year.

The UNC-System’s Board of 
Governors responded, also deci-
sively, but not in time to halt the 
removal action ordered by Folt. 
The board punished Folt for her 
surprising action by moving up 
the effective date of her depar-
ture to Jan. 31.

Like the Bible’s Samson 
who, when he knew he was a 
doomed captive of the Philis-
tines, pulled down the temple of 
Baal on top of everybody, Folt 
acted only when she knew her 
game was over. Like Samson, 
Folt then acted swiftly. The 
monument’s base was gone 
within hours.

Folt has long believed that 
Silent Sam and the statue’s 
memorial base were detrimen-
tal to the campus community. 

However, state laws regard-
ing the movement of historic 
monuments and directives of 
the Board of Governors tied her 
hands.

Until last week.
Now, Bill Roper, the new 

UNC-System interim president, 
has the job of recruiting an 
interim chancellor to step into 
Folt’s shoes.

That person must try to 
bridge the gap between a cam-
pus community that hopes the 
Silent Sam monument is gone 
forever and the Board of Gover-
nors and the legislative leaders 
who insist on its return in some 
fashion.

In ordinary times, an interim 
chancellor would be selected 
from the campus’s currently 
serving senior leadership or a 
pool of retired or former chan-
cellors.

Chapel Hill is blessed with 
a strong corps of such people, 
including the following:

• Bob Blouin, since 2017 
executive vice chancellor and 
provost of the university. Previ-
ously he was the long serving 
and successful dean of the UNC 

In the Tideland ...
ONWASA called to repair Shore Drive water leak, Page 2
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Sand Ridge featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

The Carteret County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross will 
host a Blood Drive on Friday, 
Feb. 15, 2-7 p.m., at the Emer-
ald Isle Parks and Recreation 
Community Center, 203 Leisure 
Lane, Emerald Isle.

(See FINDING, page �)(See DEMOLITION, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

Though it has taken some time, a 
rewrite of the Swansboro sign ordi-
nance – the section on temporary signs 
– appeared to move forward during a 
Thursday, Jan. 17, meeting of the plan-
ning board and town commissioners.

It is an issue that the planning board 
had settled nearly a year ago and which 
finally reached the board of commis-
sioners’ agenda in May, but was put off 
by the commissioners. That point was 
made on Thursday after Mayor John 
Davis provided a summation of how the 
process had unfolded. The purpose of 
the meeting, he said, is “Can we give 
direction to the planning board? Is that 
necessary? The goal is, can we come to 
a … consensus?”

Commissioner Pat Turner, a former 
chairman of the planning board, offered 

a slightly different perspective, though. 
She said the planning board had done its 
work and the proposal was on the table 
of the town commissioners. “It’s still on 
us,” she said, referring to the commis-
sioners.

The amended ordinance as proposed 
accomplished two goals, prohibiting 
feather flags and allowing for enforce-
ment, according to Turner.

These issues were at the heart of the 
rewrite, according to Andrea Correll, 
town planner.

“The old temporary sign ordinance 
was not working,” she said. “It was not 
working for the community and it was 
not working for the staff.”

That ordinance allowed businesses to 
post a secondary sign for up to 45 days 
a year. There was little restriction on the 
type of sign and, Correll said, “It was 
too difficult to enforce.”

The rewrite started in 2017 when 
Commissioner Frank Tursi asked for 
a way to eliminate the feather flags, 
according to Correll.

“We found three signs that we 
thought could help everybody,” she said. 
With one permit issued free of charge a 
business could use, at any one time, a 
sandwich board, a banner on the build-
ing or a traditional sign. While not all 
options would be open to all businesses, 
every business would be able to use at 
least one of the signs.

“Whatever you choose, you can use 
one at a time,” she said.

As proposed, the sandwich board 
sign and the traditional sign would 
have to be brought in at closing time, 
according to Correll. The rules required 
signs be stowed during times of severe 
weather.

Other stipulations in the proposal are 

that signs could be no closer than 12 feet 
to the edge of the curb. The reason for 
that is to allow for adequate placement 
of sidewalks.

 “That setback is intended to keep 
the sidewalk right-of-way free of sig-
nage,” Correll said.

In reply to a question from 
Commissioner Phil Keagy, she said that 
some downtown sidewalks do not com-
ply with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, as they are too narrow. It would be 
a problem to allow signage on the side-
walk.

After her run-through of the pro-
posed ordinance, Correll said, “This was 
the decision of the planning board. The 
ideas are sound. We just need clarifica-
tion on the signs you want.”

She also pointed out that in the 

Sign rule rewrite moving forward

About 200 folks turned out for a program at Ham-
mocks Beach State Park on Sunday night’s lunar 
eclipse, photo at left. Park Ranger Renee Evans, who 
led the program, said this eclipse involved a “super 
moon,” meaning it came when the moon was closest 
to earth in its orbit. The event started about 9:30 p.m. 
and the eclipse reached totality about two hours later, 
photos above. (Rulon photos)

Lunar eclipse is ‘super’

Ketner exhibit Saturday
A painting of Icehouse Waterfront Res-

taurant by Swansboro artist Jack Ketner 
is among several of his works that will 

be on display in an exhibit on Saturday, 
Jan. 26. For the complete story, turn to 
page 6.

(See SWANSBORO, page �)

Commission seeks state input on Bell House

Blood Drive


