
CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Vol. 108-No. 50 Friday, April 26, 2019 75¢

Published Sunday, Wednesday and Friday

w w w.carteretnew stimes.com ©Carteret  Publishing Co., Inc.

Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Homer Reynolds Jr., Havelock

Julian Dickens, Core Creek
Ruth Foust, Claremont

Melissa Lawrence, Marshallberg
Weston Willis, Davis

Ross Harwood, Gibsonville

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Low

High

Fri., April 26 Sat., April 27 Sun., April 28

1:38 a.m.
2:19 p.m.

8:22 a.m.
8:05 p.m.

2:38 a.m.
3:22 p.m.

9:20 a.m.
9:12 p.m.

3:37 a.m.
4:19 p.m.

10:13 a.m.
10:15 p.m.

Editorials .................14-15A
Sports ..........................6-8A
Coastal Living ........... 9-11A
Puzzles ......................... 11A
Public Notices .............. 13A
Classified Ads ......... 13,16A
Church Page ................ 12A

Friday
T-Storms

High: 75 

Low: 57

High: 72 
Low: 60

Saturday
Sunny

NEW LEADERSHIP
Simpson

takes helm
at ABFD

Family: 
Second
swimmer
brain dead

Water rescue 
calls continue

Inside today:

Beaufort Wine & 
Food Weekend gets 
off to tasty start with 
sold-out opening 
luncheon at the 
Royal James Café. 
See Page 2A.

Tilghman, longtime tax administrator, retires

Hotel
height 
altered
BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Officials 
behind the Compass hotel 
proposed for the downtown 
area might have avoided a 
battle with residents after 
a decision to adhere to the 
town’s building height ordi-
nance. 

This is according to a joint 
press release put forth by 
Beaufort and project finan-
cier Joe Thomas of Beaufort 
Partners LLC. Town staff 
released the press release 
late last week.  

“Based on the public input 
received, the development 
team reviewed the ideas and 
have decided to build a hotel 
within the existing zoning 
standards,” the release reads. 
“The building height will be 
40 (feet).”

Town officials have not 
been made aware of the 
building’s new proposed 
height. 

“They are planning to 
build under all current zon-
ing regulations to include 
the 40’ foot height,” Public 
Information Officer Rachel 
Johnson wrote in an email. 
“At this time official plans 
have not been submitted.” 

Hotel officials first pre-
sented their plans to open a 
Compass hotel at the corner 
of Beaufort’s Orange and 
Cedar streets to town com-
missioners at a March board 
retreat. Compass is a spinoff 
brand of the more popular 
Margaritaville Hotels. 

Representative John Van 

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
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BEAUFORT — The begin-
ning of May will mark the end 
of Carl Tilghman’s tenure as 
the county’s tax administrator. 

County commissioners 
expressed their farewells at 
their April 15 regular session 
in the administration building. 

“He’s had a good career in 
Carteret County and we wish 
him for greener pastures,” 
County Chairperson Mark 
Mansfield said. 

A Detroit native who spent 
his formative years in Carteret 
County, Mr. Tilghman’s career 
wasn’t always about taxes and 
accounting. 

“I’ve been a lawyer since 
1969,” Mr. Tilghman said. “I 
spent four years in the Army 
as a military lawyer. There, I 
was assigned to Fort Campbell, 
Ky. Then I spent three years 
as an assistant U.S. attorney 

TOP: Stacie Snyder, left, widow of late Fire Chief Adam Snyder, fastens the 
chief’s badge onto Michael Simpson Thursday during a pinning ceremony at the 
Atlantic Beach Fire Department. ABOVE: Julie Nelson Arthur, left, stands with 
her husband, Casey Arthur, center, as he takes his oath as deputy chief from 
mayor Trace Cooper, right, during the ceremony. (Dylan Ray photos)

Carl Tilghman sits at his desk Tuesday at the tax administration office. Mr. Tilghman’s tenure 
as the county’s top tax man ends at the beginning of May. (Dean-Paul Stephens Photo)
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EMERALD ISLE — Mary 
Paige Merical, the 17-year-old 
Raleigh high schooler rescued 
from the surf in Emerald Isle 
April 19, was declared brain dead 
Wednesday night and her organs 
will be donated Saturday.

The family made the deci-
sion known Wednesday night 
on Facebook.

In the post on the Wake 
Forest Community Information 
Facebook page, her father, 
John Merical, and her aunt, 
Meredith Jarrell, stated that 
Paige is “closer to heaven.”

Mr. Merical also wrote that, 
“I wish I had good news for 
everyone. Paige fought a tough 
fight, but her brain was too 
severely damaged. We get to 
love on my baby for the next 
few days, with organ donation 
Saturday.”

He added that his daughter 
was a big supporter of organ 
donation.

The same information was 
later shared on the Emerald 
Isle, N.C. Facebook page, 
which is not the town’s offi-
cial page.

In that post, Ms. Jarrell 
wrote that, “By next week 
Paige will live on thru oth-
ers. Thank you so much 
for the outpouring of love 
and prayers from the entire 
Emerald Isle community and 
beyond. It means more to us 
than you can ever begin to 
imagine! Please continue to 
lift Paige and our family and 
friends in prayer as we navi-
gate these extremely difficult 
days ahead.”

Paige was swimming in the 
ocean in the Fawn Drive area 
when she and a friend, Ian 
Lewis, got caught in a rip cur-
rent April 19.

Town emergency personnel 
responded just before 4 p.m. 
and were able to pull Paige 
from the surf, but she had 
been underwater and deprived 
of oxygen for some time.

She was taken to Carteret 
Health Care immediately, then 
transferred that night to Vidant 
Health in Greenville.

The body of Mr. Lewis, a 
Wake Forest resident, was not 
found until Monday morn-
ing by town police. They and 
others, including personnel 
aboard a U.S. Coast Guard 
vessel and a Coast Guard heli-
copter, searched for him Friday 
afternoon and evening, but the 
Coast Guard halted the water 
search around 8 p.m. because 
of bad weather.

Town personnel searched 

See Swimmer / Page 4A See Hotel / Page 5ASee Tilghman / Page 5A
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ATLANTIC BEACH — 

Town firefighters and emer-
gency services employees 
are keeping late Chief Adam 
Snyder’s legacy going, as his 
subordinates took the helm of 
the Atlantic Beach Fire/EMS 
Department Thursday. 

Town officials held a pin-
ning ceremony at the Atlantic 
Beach Fire Station on West Fort 
Macon Road for newly appoint-
ed Fire Chief Michael Simpson 
and Deputy Fire Chief Casey 
Arthur. 

The entire town council 
attended, along with numerous 
members of the town staff, fire 
department, police department 
and fire chiefs from outside 
Atlantic Beach. 

“It’s very humbling,” Chief 
Simpson noted. “I’m very hon-
ored to be following in Chief 
Snyder’s footsteps. I promise 
we’ll continue to provide the 
best level of service we can. 
We’ll be there for you when you 
need us.” 

He was promoted from his 
previous position of deputy 
chief to succeed Chief Snyder, 
46, who died in a snow ski-
ing accident in March. The late 
chief was widely known and 
respected across the state, and 
hundreds attended his March 
17 funeral at the Crystal Coast 
Civic Center. 

Chief Snyder’s widow Stacie 
Snyder pinned Chief Simpson 
and Deputy Chief Arthur with 
their badges Thursday.

Chief Simpson said he appre-
ciates all the support shown the 
department by the people of 
Atlantic Beach and the other 
fire departments over the last 
six weeks.

Deputy Chief Arthur was pro-
moted from his previous posi-
tion as captain to fill the vacan-
cy created by Chief Simpson’s 
promotion, and Lt. Scott Bell 
has been promoted to captain. 

Deputy Chief Arthur said 
he’s looking forward to “mov-
ing the department forward and 
progressing. Chief Snyder was a 

See ABFD / Page 5A

Early 
voting
to end
One-stop winds
down Friday

BY JACKIE STARKEY
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CARTERET COUNTY — 

Residents of North Carolina’s 
3rd Congressional District have 
just one day left to cast an early 
ballot in the ongoing special 
election to select a new U.S. 
House representative. 

One-stop early voting ends 
in Carteret County Friday with 
a final session from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

Two early voting locations 
are available, the County Board 
of Elections office in Beaufort 
and Western Park Community 
Center in Cedar Point. 

“It’s been really good, there’s 
been no snags whatsoever,” 
Interim Board of Elections 
Director Margot Burke told the 
News-Times Thursday afternoon 
as the number of voters visit-
ing the one-stop sites began to 
tick up.

Previously the county had 
advertised early voting continu-
ing through Saturday – as the 
local board had requested in 
their one-stop plan – but said 
Friday morning the State Board 

See Voting / Page 4A

From ‘Port 
to Fort’  

The annual 
Lookout Rotary 
Spring Road 
Race, featuring a 
“Port to Fort” half 
marathon, already 
has 371 signed 
up with more 
expected.
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