
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
carolinacoastonline.comPublished Wednesday and Sunday

Vol. 109 - No. 46 75¢

Obituaries on Page 3A

Editorials .................. 10-11A
Sports ...................... 8-9A
Coastal Living ........... 1B
Puzzles .................... 6B
Public Notices ........... 6-7B
Classifi ed Ads .......... 8B
Pets Page ................. 4-5B

INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Sunday 
June 7

Monday 
June 8

Tuesday 
June 9

Wednesday 
June 10

Low 3:44 a.m. 4:34 a.m. 5:25 a.m. 6:15 a.m.
3:22 p.m. 4:12 p.m. 5:03 p.m. 5:57 p.m.

High 9:31 a.m. 10:23 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 12:09 p.m
9:57 p.m. 10:47 p.m. 11:36 p.m. --------

POLL
QUESTION

Should the Republican Na-
tional Committee consider 
moving the convention from 
NC to another state?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Schools give special sendoffs 
as year draws to a close

It’s the ending of a county 
public school year this week 
like no other.

Students haven’t been able to 
step inside school doors since 
mid-March because of cam-
puses being closed due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. 
It’s been off-campus virtual 
learning for pupils since that 
time.

Despite the challenges, 
county teachers and admin-
istrators were determined to 
celebrate the accomplishments 
of students to fi nish off the year.

Ü 4A

West hands out diplomas 
in ‘different’ ceremony

West Carteret High School 
students made the best of a 
bad situation Tuesday night at 
the 2020 graduation.

Fifteen students at a time, 
each with as many as fi ve fam-
ily members in tow, arrived at 
the Morehead City high school 
via appointment, beginning at 
4 p.m., as a safety measure 
taken due to the novel corona-
virus pandemic.

Ü 7A

MOREHEAD CITY

EAST CARTERET

MOREHEAD CITY

Beaufort Fire Department, 
town address employee post

BEAUFORT

In a statement Wednesday, 
the town of Beaufort said an 
alleged Facebook post from an 
employee alluding for others 
arm themselves in the wake 
of a nearby peaceful protest 
does not refl ect the views of the 
Beaufort Fire Department or the 
town. 

In the alleged post, Beaufort 
Fire Department employee 
Ritchie Hunnings said demon-
strators were “trying to run out 
in front of cars” and “everyone 
better lock and load tonight.”

Carol Conway, Newport
Colleen Willis, Harkers Island
Lisa Farrell, Stacy
Ernest Allen III, Morehead City
Barbara Taylor, Morehead City

James Lawrence, Gloucester
Marie King, Newport
Don Stevens, Mill Creek
Linda Styron, Newport
Patrick Rogers, Beaufort

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

It was small and intimate due to corona-
virus social distancing restrictions, but East 
Carteret High School seniors who received 
diplomas Friday said they were grateful.

“I think they’ve really tried to make 
the best of it this year to make sure it was 
special for us, including the parade and 
graduation,” ECHS graduate Anna Bartolini 
of Stacy said as she prepared to go in the 
school auditorium to receive her diploma.

To follow the governor’s social distanc-
ing guidelines, the school allowed each stu-
dent to receive their diploma in the school’s 
auditorium. Up to six family members could 
attend and take photos and videos.

There were three photo stations set up 
for families. One was set up in the audito-
rium lobby, where families waited for their 
turn to go into the auditorium to watch 
their student cross the stage. Families were 
welcome to take photos of their graduate as 
they received their diploma from Principal 
Deborah Trogdon and fl ipped their tassel.

Then, as students exited the stage another 
photo station was set up, with a 2020 deco-

ECHS seniors receive diplomas in unique ceremony

Ü 2A

THE NUMBER OF GRADUATES FROM EACH OF THE THREE COUNTY PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS

196
Croatan High School

114
East Carteret High School

264
West Carteret High School

Stepping into the future

Ü 8A

LADIES ... Start your engines
CARTERET COUNTY

Sunday, June 7, 2020

Second
commencement
setforJuly10

ration to highlight the moment.
The ceremony was one of two scheduled 

for the school. Those who didn’t receive 
diplomas Friday have the opportunity to 
attend a semi-traditional commencement 
exercise at 6:30 p.m. Friday, July 10 on the 
school’s football fi eld.

As part of an effort to provide options 

for the 114 seniors and their parents, the 
school’s graduation committee decided to 
offer two options. Students were allowed to 
select the ceremony they preferred to par-
ticipate in. Forty-three opted for the Friday 
ceremony, with the remainder to wait until 
July 10.

See Roots / Pg 12A

East Carteret High School graduate Sonni-Oonagh Carletta of Williston wears a mask presented to 
her by the school as she waits outside the auditorium Friday after receiving her diploma. (Cheryl 
Burke photo)
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 It was a graduation like no other Friday at Croatan 
High School as many 2020 graduates sat on top of 
vehicles in the school’s student parking lot listening to 
speeches and watching fellow graduates receive awards 
from a podium set up behind the school.

Parents and students listened to commencement exer-
cises as they tuned in to a special radio station set up so 
families could hear what was said from their vehicles.

Principal Kay Zimarino said the school had been plan-
ning the unique commencement exercise for two months, 
and there were plenty of logistics to work out to abide by 
the governor’s social distancing requirements.

“We had to get really creative, and I wanted it to be 
aesthetically pleasing for the seniors,” Ms. Zimarino said 
prior to the ceremony. “We had 196 graduates this year, 
and 182 opted to participate in the ceremony. The rest 
have either left for the military, and we always have some 
who just don’t want to participate.”

Students and parents, some who brought dogs, said 

CroatanHSsayssolongtoclassof2020
CROATAN

they were impressed with the hard work that went 
into making the ceremony a success.

“I think they are amazing and made the most of 
a bad situation to allow us to graduate,” class of 
2020 member William Rueh said. 

When graduates were recognized for awards, 
the recipients’ families would fl ash their car lights 
versus standing up like they would at a traditional 
ceremony. There was plenty of horn honking too.

At the end, when Ms. Zimarino presented the 
class of 2020, instead of students standing up and 
throwing their caps, families honked their horns.

In order to allow each family to watch their stu-
dent receive their diploma, a second podium was 
set up at the main entrance of the school, which 
contains a circular drive.

As students’ names were called out over the 
radio, the family drove around to the front of 
the school and watched their child receive their 
diploma and were able to take photos.Annette Harpian takes photos of her child as they graduate Friday during an outdoor ceremony 

at Croatan High School. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Croatan High School graduate Gracie D’Amico waits for her name to called to receive 
her diploma Friday during commencement exercises. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Croatan / Pg 12A
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