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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Margaret Davis, Smyrna
Linda Shirley, Newport
Michael Enke, Newport
Emma Small, Mill Creek
Lavern Fulton, Williston

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

School board to formalize MaST closure
Committee to study, host hearing prior to final vote

North 
River
bridge
opens
Traffic now 
on both lanes

State cuts
moratorium
from wind
energy bill

Gotard, longtime veteran ally, retires

BOE to hold weekend early voting session
Republican runoff 
underway in NC-03

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — One 
week after voting to pull funds 
from the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School to save other 
teaching positions, the County 
Board of Education voted 
Thursday to go through a 
formal process to close the 
school.

During a special meet-

ing Thursday in the school 
system’s central office, Neil 
Whitford, the board’s attorney, 
informed the panel it needs to 
go through the proper proce-
dures for closing a state public 
school.

“Even though many of 
you have studied MaST in 
detail, and all of you have 

heard from various members 
of the MaST community and 
the public, the formal closure 
process will include a study, 
a public hearing and a final 
vote,” Mr. Whitford said.

To expedite matters, Mr. 
Whitford recommended the 
school board appoint a com-
mittee and empower it to take 

all steps necessary for a final 
school board vote on closure.

“The committee, in its 
discretion, should be able to 
call on all school administra-
tive resources as needed for 
relevant information,” Mr. 
Whitford said. “I am confi-
dent the committee can com-
plete its study in time for a 

public hearing and final vote 
later in July or at the August 
meeting.”

Based on the recommenda-
tion from Mr. Whitford, board 
member Clark Jenkins moved 
“the curriculum, finance and 
technology work group be 
constituted as a committee to 
take all steps necessary under 

the state statute for school clo-
sure relating to MaST prior to 
a final school board vote on 
the issue. The committee, in 
its discretion, will have the 
authority to call on all school 
administrative personnel as 
needed for relevant informa-
tion.”

Member Kathryn Chadwick 
seconded the motion, which 
passed in a 5-0 vote, with board 

See MaST / Page 5A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

DOWN EAST — The 
new North River bridge 
opened to two-way traffic 
this week and crews will 
soon begin removing the 
old structure it replaces, 
wrapping up a project that 
began nearly four years 
ago. 

Work finished on the 
new span earlier this 
month, and crews began 
directing traffic to the 
bridge over the week-
end. The bridge carries 
two lanes of traffic, one 
in each direction, and by 
mid-week both lanes were 
open. 

The old bridge will be 
removed entirely, work 
N.C. Department of 
Transportation officials 
have previously said they 
expect to finish by the end 
of the year. Construction 
was carried out by 
Carolina Bridge Company 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

RALEIGH — The 
N.C. General Assembly 
is working on a bill that, 
if made law, will require 
more information from 
military bases before 
issuing permits for wind 
energy facilities. 

As of Thursday, Senate 
Bill 377, known as the 
Military Base Protection 
Act, is being reviewed 
by the House Committee 
on Rules, Calendar and 
Operations. The bill 
passed its third reading 
by the Senate June 12. 

Sen. Norm Sanderson, 
R-Pamlico (Carteret, 
Craven), Sen. Paul 
Newton, R-Cabarrus, 
and Sen. Harry Brown, 

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Col. Hank Gotard is stepping down as the county veterans service officer effective Sunday. (Dylan Ray photo)

Voters can visit the county’s only early voting 
site, at the County Board of Elections office in 
Beaufort, Saturday for a weekend early voting ses-
sion from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Early voting continues 
weekdays through Friday, July 5, with the excep-
tion of the Fourth of July, when the office and site 
will be closed. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY 
— After 24 years of serving 
the county’s veterans, Hank 
Gotard is retiring from his 
role of veterans services offi-
cer and director of the county 
office, effective Sunday.

“It’s my time. I’ll miss 
them, but it’s my time,” Mr. 
Gotard said Wednesday. 

Mr. Gotard served in the 

U.S. Marine Corps for more 
than 30 years, retiring as a 
colonel. He served in artillery 
and as a Naval aviator during 
the Vietnam War. After his 
time in the service, he decided 
to help fellow veterans by tak-
ing the veterans services offi-
cer position.

Mr. Gotard started in 
December 1994. In the begin-
ning, his department was 
located in a small, two-room 

office in the back of the court-
house in Beaufort. 

Veterans quickly realized 
Mr. Gotard was there to help 
and the space was eventu-
ally too small. After one other 
move, the veterans services 
office moved to Morehead 
City, where it is currently 
located.

When Mr. Gotard start-
ed his position, he was told 
by the assistant head of the 

Department of Veterans 
Affairs that Carteret County 
was the least-served county in 
the state for veterans.

Mr. Gotard quickly changed 
that. 

Over time, he has support-
ed more than 9,000 veterans 
and their families in Carteret 
County to make sure they are 
receiving the VA benefits they 
earned.

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — For 
those who haven’t made 
it to polls yet in the 3rd 
Congressional District 
Republican runoff, Saturday 
voting is available in Carteret 
County this weekend.

Eligible voters can stop 

by the County Board of 
Elections office at 1702 
Live Oak St. in Beaufort 
Saturday between 8 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. to vote early. 

Those eligible to cast a 
ballot in the second pri-
mary include registered 
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‘When he got the job, 
he didn’t sit in the office 
and wait for veterans to 
come to him. He went out 
to find the veterans that 
were homeless and got 
them benefits they didn’t 
even know they were 
eligible for.’               

— Bob Kirk 
American Legion 
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Grady Willis, Broad Creek
Milton O’Neal Jr., Beaufort
Robert Glander, Morehead City
Linda Thompson, New Bern
William Cook Jr., Morehead City
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Soak up the fun 
in Summer 2019
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