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Health officials
report 23 new
COVID-19 cases
The Carteret County Health
Department reported 23 new
conﬁrmed COVID-19 cases
Wednesday in the department’s second coronavirus
update of the week.
According to the report, 84
cases are considered active at
this time, up 15 from Monday.
There are 4,434 people known
to have recovered from COVID-19 in Carteret County, and
44 who have died, for 4,562
overall cases conﬁrmed since
March 2020.
Carteret Health Care in
Morehead City reported three
COVID-19 hospitalizations
Wednesday.
Also, as of Wednesday,
people who have underlying
health conditions that put them
at higher risk for complications
from COVID-19 are eligible
to receive a vaccine under the
state’s adjusted vaccination
timeline.
To make an appointment
with the health department for
a vaccine, call 252-728-8550,
option 2.
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County commission forms committee to
examine hybrid sales tax distribution options
NEWS-TIMES
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Following a decision earlier in the month to retain the ad valorem
method of sales tax distribution, the Carteret County Board of Commissioners has decided to form a committee to examine the possibility of a hybrid distribution plan instead, but any changes the committee recommends likely wouldn’t be enacted until 2022 at the earliest.
The board initially voted 4-3 at a retreat March 3 in favor of
retaining the ad valorem, or property-value based, method of sales
tax distribution rather than switch to either a hybrid or a per capita,
or population based, distribution. That decision prompted pushback
from leaders of the county’s western mainland towns, as well as
Newport, many of whom spoke at the retreat to appeal for change.
The county board agreed to revisit the topic during its regular meeting Monday evening.
Commissioners invited one representative on each side of the issue to make their case in a 10-minute presentation Monday. Atlantic
Beach Mayor Trace Cooper spoke on behalf of the Bogue Banks
towns and Beaufort in favor of keeping the ad valorem method,
while Cedar Point Town Manager David Rief represented the
county’s western mainland towns and Newport, which are all pushing for a change.
In his presentation, Mr. Rief acknowledged neither the ad valorem nor per capita method seem to fully satisfy the needs of all
the county’s municipalities, so he recommended coming up with a
hybrid solution, possibly one that could be introduced gradually. He

recommended going
about this by way of an
interlocal agreement, which
all the municipalities would
have to sign on to, rather
than through legislative
action, which is a more
intensive process.
“This reduces the
amount of loss to any
individual town and
the gain to any individual town, making it a lot easier
for a transition to
take place,” Mr. Rief
said of his proposed
plan, which would eventually
end up as a 50/50 split between ad
valorem and per capita.
Mayor Cooper, meanwhile, urged commissioners to keep the ad
valorem distribution in place, though he suggested he may be open
to discussions about a hybrid plan.
“This a zero-sum game, if one town is getting more money another is getting less,” he said. “...If you look at the total county tax
See DISTRIBUTION Page 10A

Carteret County commissioners, from left, Chris Chadwick, Jimmy Farrington, Robin Comer, Chairperson Ed Wheatly, Mark Mansﬁeld, Bob Cavanaugh and
Chuck Shinn, discuss forming a committee to examine a hybrid sales tax distribution during the board’s regular meeting Monday in Beaufort. (Carteret
County screenshot)
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DOT delays Bridges Street extension project again
ELISE CLOUSER
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With the project still
paused at the preferred
alternative selection stage,
N.C. Department of Transportation ofﬁcials have
pushed back the start of
right-of-way land acquisition for the Bridges Street
extension project until at
least 2027 and construction
until 2028.
The news came during a
Carteret County Transportation Committee meeting
held on Zoom Wednesday
afternoon. NCDOT Division 2 Planning Engineer
Len White shared an update
on the Bridges Street
extension and other various
transportation projects happening or planned around
the county.

“There’s not a lot of
new information on it, it
is currently still paused
and it’s scheduled to go to
right-of-way in ﬁscal year
2027,” Mr. White said of
the Bridges Street project,
which proposes extending the existing road by
about 3 miles to provide
an alternate connection between Morehead City and
Newport and relieve trafﬁc
congestion on Highway 70.
The original project
timeline put right-of-way
acquisition beginning in
2022 and construction in
2025, but in the fall of
2019, NCDOT announced
it was putting the project on
hold due to a departmental
funding shortfall. The department’s money problems
worsened in 2020 with the

coronavirus pandemic, at
which point NCDOT halted
all but the most critical
projects in an effort to build
back its reserves.
At the time when the
Bridges Street project was
put on hold, ofﬁcials were
deciding between two
alternative routes – one tying into Old Murdoch Road
and the other tying in just
west of Sam Garner Road.
“When the project got
stopped, there were two alternatives still on the table.
We were in the process of
having the CAMA (Coastal
Area Management Act)
and the (U.S. Army) Corps
of Engineers review those
and they were bringing
back feedback to us,” said
Railroad tracks head west from the crossing at Bridges Street extension to Newport. N.C. DepartPreston Hunter, NCDOT
ment of Transportation ofﬁcials have delayed a project to extend Bridges Street until at least 2027.
(News-Times photo)
See DOT Page 10A
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Low
High

Sunday
March 21

Monday
March 22

Tuesday
March 23

Wednesday
March 24

8:23 a.m.

9:28 a.m.

10:29 a.m.

11:21 a.m.

7:53 p.m.

8:28 p.m.

10:05 p.m.

11:07 p.m.

1:40 a.m

2:41 a.m.

3:45 a.m

4:46 a.m

2:00 p.m.

3:06 p.m.

4:11 p.m.

5:09 p.m

Friedrich Busch, Elizabethtown, Ky.
Russell Gaskill Sr., Cedar Island
Norwood Frost, Salter Path
Scott Brogdon, Cedar Point
William VanBuren, Newport
Janice Wheeler, Carteret County
Nelson Lallier, Newport
Sandra Willis, Atlantic
Rubye Edwards, Holly Springs

DEATHS

Dorothy Watkins, Harkers Island
Sherri Ruple, Morehead City
Pauline Merrill, Georgia
Sharon Brandenburg, New Bern
Porsche Steeves, Morehead City
Otis Lewis, Beaufort
Rodney Martin, Bear Creek
Jerome Miller, Newport
Ira Collins, Newport

Brandon Ballou, Morehead
City
George Newton Sr.,
Beaufort
Almeta Gaskill, Harkers
Island

Obituaries on Page 3A
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