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NEWS-TIMES ‘Lost’ art treasures
Programs about 1940s murals at the old 

Beaufort post office are being offered at 
the Beaufort’s Visitors Information Center.
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Town applauds speed change
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — It’s 
been almost a month since 
the N.C. Department of 
Transportation acquiesced to 
the town’s request to lower 
the speed limit to 35 mph on 
all of Highway 24 through 
town, and officials think it’s 
going well.

“A few people are still 
flying through here,” Mayor 
Scott Hatsell said during the 

town commission’s monthly 
meeting Tuesday night in 
town hall. “But I think most 
people have slowed down. I 
think it’s made a difference, 
although it’s going to take 
some time for some people 
to adjust.”

The speed limit on the 
major, five-lane highway 
had been 45 mph for years, 
but after commissioners 
voted in August to rescind a 
1989 ordinance that set the 
limit, NCDOT changed the 

signs to 35 mph Nov. 4.
The town has no police 

department, just a coun-
ty sheriff’s deputy, Kurt 
Nakamura, who works full-
time for the town under a 
contract with the sheriff’s 
office.

Mayor Hatsell said the 
deputy pulled over 27 
speeders the first day of the 
change, giving them warn-
ings, and since then, word 
has gotten around.

In addition, officials said 

Tuesday, the town has been 
getting some enforcement 
help from the N.C. Highway 
Patrol.

“We’ve definitely been 
seeing a decrease (in speed-
ing),” Deputy Nakamura 
said during his monthly 
comments to the board. 
“Some people are still test-
ing the limits, but we have 
been educating them, and I 
think most are abiding by The N.C. Department of Transportation recently 

lowered the townwide speed limit in Cedar Point along 
Highway 24 to 35 mph. (Dylan Ray photo)

County 
continues
recycling
Report says US
participation slows

Coming in
The R/V Shearwater, the newest research vessel to be based at the Duke University Marine Lab on Pivers Island, cruises 

by Tuesday after its journey from Bellingham, Wash., where it was built. (Dylan Ray photo) 

Salvation Army seeks food, bell ringers
BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — With 
the demand for food increas-
ing during the holiday season, 
Maj. Aaron Goldfarb with The 
Salvation Army said the organi-
zation’s food pantry shelves are 
running low.

“Last week we had a rush of 
people coming in for food, and 
our nonperishable food supplies 
were nearly wiped out,” Maj. 

Goldfarb said Tuesday. “As fast 
as we get food in, it’s going 
out.”

Maj. Goldfarb said he believes 
part of the reason The Salvation 
Army is running short on food 
is the group was focused on get-
ting its new worship and service 
center open. The grand opening 
of the center was Nov. 14.

“During that time we had to 
close down our other locations 
so there was a month when we 

weren’t accepting donations for 
the food pantry while we were 
in transition,” he said. 

In addition, The Salvation 
Army is in critical need of bell 
ringers for many county loca-
tions for the 2019 Red Kettle 
campaign. 

The Red Kettle campaign is 
the biggest fundraiser of the 
year for the organization, with 
funds raised going to purchase 
toys and food for needy families 

during Christmas and beyond, to 
help those in need of assistance 
with rent and utilities and for 
other social service operations.

“I’m very concerned. If we 
don’t raise the funds we need 
during the Red Kettle season, 
that means we’ll have to cut 
back on services and programs 
next year,” he said. “We just 
don’t have enough volunteers, 
or even paid employees, to ring 

County secures elections director ahead of 2020

County Board of Elections Director Caitlin Sabadish poses at her desk at the 
BOE office in Beaufort recently. Ms. Sabadish assumed her position as director 
Oct. 21. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Caitlin 
Sabadish has been in her role 
as the new director of the 
County Board of Elections for 
just about a month, and there’s 
been a lot to learn, but the 
freshman director says things 
seem to be going well, so far.

Ms. Sabadish’s first day on 
the job was Oct. 21, just about 
two weeks before municipal 
elections took place Nov. 5. 
She had no prior experience 
in elections when she took the 
position, and she said her first 
month has flown by as she 
gets acquainted to the job.

“I can’t believe it’s already 
been a month,” she said from 
the Board of Elections office 
in Beaufort Tuesday. “A lot 
of people ask me (how it was 
coming in the middle of an 
election) and I say it’s like 
I’ve been inside a tornado. 

It’s been kind of crazy and it’s 
a lot to learn, but it is really 
exciting.”

Ms. Sabadish said she 
didn’t realize how much plan-
ning and legwork goes into 
conducting elections, but 
she’s a fast learner and she 
enjoys the quick pace of the 
BOE office. She also said the 
existing elections board and 
BOE staff, especially Deputy 
Director Margot Burke, have 

helped her transition into her 
new role.

“Everybody has been super 
helpful, especially not know-
ing anything, any question 
that I ask they are more than 
willing to help me out and 
explain the situation,” Ms. 
Sabadish said. “…The board, 
they’re helpful too, keeping 
me on track, reminding me of 
deadlines and things like that. 

‘I’m kind of starting to understand that 
there is no break (between elections). We 
just finished up with Nov. 5, it’s a hectic 
two weeks after that until canvass and then 
boom, as soon as that’s done we’re rolling 
right into preparations for the next one.’               

— Caitlin Sabadish, 
County Board of Elections director

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The recy-
cling system across the U.S. is faltering, 
according to a report from Environment 
N.C., but in Carteret County, the public 
works director says recycling efforts are 
still going strong. 

ENC issued its report, The State of 
Recycling in North Carolina, Nov. 14. 
According to the document, local govern-
ments across the country have been end-
ing their curbside recycling programs. 

ENC said in its report this is due to a 
combination of East Asian restrictions 
on recyclables coming in from the U.S. 
and America’s dependency on exporting 
recyclables. 

“The United States failed to curb the 
rise of plastic, failed to build domestic 
demand for recycled material and failed 
to ensure that product designers consid-
ered the end life of their products,” ENC 
says.

According to the organization’s web-
site, ENC is a citizen-based environmen-
tal advocacy organization. The nonprofit 
works to raise awareness of environmen-
tal issues and promote solutions. 

While the U.S. at large is struggling 
with its recycling system, in Carteret 
County efforts continue. County General 
Services and Public Works Director Tony 
Cahoon said county staff continues to 
collect recyclable materials daily at 11 
solid waste convenience sites. 

“We also have recycle collections at 
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