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T deland News

The Swansboro Historical 
Association has embarked 
on an ambitious Hurricane 
Florence oral history project 
to record residents’ memories 
of one of the worst natural 
disasters to befall our town. 
The interviews will become 
a valuable primary archive 
for our descendants and for 
future historians.

Frank Tursi, a journalist 
and author of several history 
books, will head the project. 
But he’ll need help. To con-
duct the interviews in a time-
ly manner while memories 
are still fresh, Tursi is look-
ing for volunteers to conduct 
interviews and to transcribe 
the digital recordings.

Tursi is also gathering 
names of residents to inter-
view. The interviews will tell 
the whole story of the storm 
in the words of those who 
witnessed it. Town officials 
and elected leaders who tried 
to manage the aftermath will 
be included, as will be resi-
dents who rode out the storm 
at their homes or in shelters 
or who evacuated and then 
struggled to get home.

If you would like to be 
interviewed or know some-
one who should, email Tursi 
at franktursi@fastmail.fm or 
call him at (252) 241-3505.

It wasn’t the only honor Stankowski earned 
while serving as a U.S. Marine. In 2016, he 
was named to the All Marine Boxing Team 
Hall of Fame.

It comes as no surprise then that the Bay 

Vet Stankowski 

earns two honors
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny with highs in 
the mid-60s, lows in the 
mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Madison Iulo, a student 
in Kim Crittenden’s first 
grade class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By D.G. Martin

Who will succeed Margaret 
Spellings as president of the 
UNC System?

That is what folks in the uni-
versity community are asking 
these days. The next question is, 
Can anybody be persuaded to 
take that position after how the 
system’s board of governors has 
treated the last two presidents, 
Tom Ross and Spellings?

Truth is, the UNC System 
job even with its governance 
problems, could be an attractive 
challenge for ambitious univer-
sity leaders across the country.

But before beginning a 
worldwide search for a miracle-
promising leader from the 
outside, the board may decide 
that someone with experience 
in North Carolina higher educa-
tion matters would be a better 
choice.

If they go in that direction, 
there are a couple of obvious 
attractive options.

For instance, N.C. State 
Chancellor Randy Woodson. 
Before coming to State, he 
was a top official at Purdue 
University. As a plant molecular 
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Using state-of-the-art treatments, our wound care team 
specializes in healing a variety of chronic wounds. 
Call us today.  (252) 499-8450

A chronic wound can be a real pain.
We can help.

By Jimmy Williams

In a 1995 newspaper article, the writer for 
the Milwaukee, Wis., Bay Viewer states that 
Bill Stankowski left home a kid and returned a 
man of honor.

The article was penned in recognition of 
Stankowski, a retired U.S. Marine, having 
received the Silver Star for his actions in a 
March 30, 1967, firefight in Vietnam’s Quang 
Ti Province.

Injured during the battle, Pfc. Stankowski 
worked tirelessly to tend to the wounded while 
marveling at the heroism of his fellow war-
riors. The article provides an account of what 
he called “a sad and glorious day.” While he 
had suffered three wounds, the 18-year-old 
joined up with other Marines to evacuate as 
many mates as they could to the waiting heli-
copters.

Though his medal was delayed nearly 20 
years – presented in a December 1994 cer-
emony at Camp Lejeune – the article notes that 
Stankowski swelled with pride.

“It wasn’t about the medal,” Stankowski 
was quoted in the article. “You’re so proud 
of being a Marine, you’re just glad you had 
another day to live. As the general pinned the 
medal on me and we looked into each other’s 
eyes – we both had kind of welled up – I said 
to him, ‘I betcha those other guys that didn’t 
make it are now having a great toast to the 
Corps. Semper Fi.’”

Bill Stankowski shows the ring he 
received for being named “All Marine.” 
(Williams photo)

Rescheduled festival applauded
By Jimmy Williams

It may have come a month 
late, but folks were happy to 
be able to enjoy the 64th annual 
Swansboro Mullet Festival of 
North Carolina.

Originally scheduled for Oct. 
13 and 14 – but knocked off the 
calendar courtesy of Hurricane 
Florence – Swansboro’s sig-
nature downtown festival took 
place Nov. 10 and 11.

“The only way you would 
have known that it was not a 
traditional Mullet Festival week-
end would have been the cooler 
temperatures,” said Brittany 
Shipp, Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation director. “The parade 
kicked off the day on Saturday 
with slightly less than the usual 
turnout for entries but it didn’t 
keep the crowd away.”

The parks and recreation 
department and the Swansboro 
Festivals Committee are part-
ners in the sponsorship of the 
Mullet Festival and other town-
wide events that take place 
annually. 

Folks were lined up along 
N.C. 24 early on Saturday, Nov. 
10, even before the sun came 
through cloudy skies with a 
promise to warm up the day.

Stephanie Schneider of 
Swansboro and Brian Currier 
of Winterville were among the 
folks awaiting the parade’s 9-
a.m. start, watching from the 
area of Lisk Drive.

Schneider said with all the 
damage caused by the storm, 
canceling the 2018 festival 
seemed to be the only option.

“I was surprised they held 
it,” she said. “It is crazy … and 
its cold now.

“I told my mother, this 
would be the coldest Mullet 
Festival I’d ever been to.”

She and Currier were there 

It was the calm before the crowd 
downtown on Saturday morning while the 
Mullet Festival Parade was still under-

way. Despite delaying the 64th annual 
festival, officials were pleased with the 
turnout. (Rulon photo)

Brittany Shipp

to watch for Stephanie’s 
son Raygan, a freshman at 
Swansboro High School who is 
in the marching band.

Currier, who has lived in 
Winterville about three years, 
said he had lived in Swansboro 
for “quite awhile” before that. 
In fact, he once worked at 
Icehouse Waterfront Restaurant, 
one of the downtown buildings 

destroyed by the hurricane.
He said he, too, was sur-

prised to see the Mullet Festival 
rescheduled. Especially “since 
they canceled the (Seafood 
Festival) in Morehead.”

Sandy Phillips of Swansboro 
said she was glad to see the 
event rescheduled following 
Florence. She can’t remember 
missing a Mullet Festival in the 

past 30 years or so.
“Even when I had my acci-

dent, they put me in a wheel-
chair and pushed me around 
the festival,” she said, referring 
to a car crash that temporarily 
immobilized her a few years 
ago.

It was only two years ago 
(See EVENT, page �)


