
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!
• Bogue swears in new mayor, council

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Look inside for our Letters to Santa/Merchants’ Greetings!
Swansboro girls are rolling through the competition, Page 9

Sand Ridge is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10
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Swansboro Town 
Hall and Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Center will be closed 
Dec. 24 and 25 for 
Christmas, and Jan. 1 for 
the New Year holiday. 
Trash and recycleing 
pickup will be on Friday 
both weeks.

• Onslow County 
offices and Onslow 
County landfill con-
venience sites will be 
closed Dec. 24-26 for 
Christmas, and Jan. 1 for 
New Years.

• The ABC Store will 
be closed Dec. 25 and 26 
for Christmas, and Jan. 1 
for New Years.

• Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed Dec. 24-26 for 
Christmas, and Jan. 1 for 
New Years.

• Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed 
Dec. 25 for Christmas, 
and Jan. 1 for New 
Years.

• Area financial insti-
tutions will be closed all 
or some of Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, and closed 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 
and closed Jan. 1 for 
New Years.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather will be mostly 
cloudy with a chance 
of rain. Highs will be 
in the upper-50s and 
lows will be in the 
low-40s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn by 
Syriss Killinger, a stu-
dent in Kim Mauser’s 
first grade at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.

Holiday 

closings 

planned

Commentary

Christmas 

overseas 

makes heart 

grow fond

of the music
By Barry Fetzer

In 1979 at just before 
midnight on Christmas 
Eve aboard the USS Iwo 
Jima (LPH-2), I remem-
ber somewhat forlornly 
looking up at the stars in 
an astonishingly dark and 
clear night in the middle 
of the Mediterranean Sea 
hoping to glimpse sight of 
the Christmas Star. As a 
pilot assigned to the Raging 
Bulls of Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron 261, I 
had just relieved the previ-
ous watch, and along with a 
fellow first lieutenant, was 
standing the midnight to 
0400 “integrity watch” on 
the flight deck of the heli-
copter carrier.

We called the midnight 
to 0400 watch the “grave-
yard watch” because of 
feeling like death warmed 

over during and after 
standing this watch. Most 
watch standers will agree 
the graveyard watch is the 
toughest watch to endure 
and therefore prefer it the 
least.

Though it was Christmas 
Eve and the USS Iwo Jima 
was planned to make port 
in Majorca, Spain, late on 
Christmas Day, my forlorn 
spirit matched the name 
of this particular integrity 
watch. I was in the grave-
yard dumps, feeling sorry 
for myself for spending my 
second Christmas in a row 
thousands of miles from 
home and being away from 
our first baby, our little girl 
Megan having arrived the 
previous March.

Revile was at 0500 
aboard the USS Iwo Jima 
(See SONG, page �)

Gunny Claus brings holiday photo op
Swansboro Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 

9960 hosted a visit by Gunny Claus on Satur-
day, Dec. 14, and the Florez family – from left, 

Matthew, Ronan, Damon and Nichole – did not 
miss the chance for a photo opportunity. (Pete 
Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

As the newly consti-
tuted Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners began looking 
forward to business that might be 
ahead, Mayor John Davis said he 
hoped the board could meet in a 
special session in January to dis-
cuss and set goals for 2020.

It appears one of those goals 

could be restoring certain town of 
Swansboro employee benefits.

The discussion came at the 
Dec. 10 regular meeting of the 
town commissioners. The meeting 
included excusing Commissioners 
Brent Hatlestad and Phil Keagy, 
whose terms ended, following 
the board opening the meeting. 
Commissioner Roy Herrick, who 
also exited the panel as of Dec. 10, 

did not attend.
With the swearing in of winners 

from the Nov. 5 election – incum-
bent Frank Tursi, P.J. Pugliese, 
Laurent Meilleur and Larry Philpott 
– Davis looked to the panel, which 
also includes Commissioner Pat 
Turner, and mentioned his desire to 
set goals.

Tursi also had a suggestion for 
board discussion in early January, 

reinstating health insurance benefits 
for the town staff.

Davis said the goals the board 
set for 2019 were a repeat of 2018, 
due to the fact that the community 
was forced to deal with the devas-
tation of Hurricane Florence.

“We have to put goals in place,” 
he said.

Benefit reinstatement urged
Swansboro panel to look at employee insurance

June Buchanan, left, prepares to 
sample the punch while Meredith 
Meilleur looks over the delicious 
spread at a reception for the newly 

installed Swansboro Board of Com-
missioners on Tuesday, Dec. 10. For 
the story see page 5. (Jimmy Wil-
liams photo)

Celebrating the new board

(See GOALS, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

In action at its Nov. 19 
meeting, the Swansboro 
Historic Preservation 
Commission approved 
a plan to make exterior 
alterations at the Augustus 
Ward Pittman House, built 
in 1901.

Jaclyn Shrader is owner 
of the two-story home at 
308 Church St., a con-
tributing structure within 
the Swansboro Historic 
District. The commission-
ers voted unanimously 
to approve the request 
for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness.

The work involves sev-
eral aspects, according to 
information provided by 
Jennifer Ansell, town plan-
ner.

Panel 

OKs 

work
Pittman 

House

(See OWNER, page �)

Swansboro Parks 
and Recreation is plan-
ning a van trip to see 
“La Cage Aux Folles” 
at Wilmington’s historic 
Thalian Hall.

The production will be 
on Jan. 5 and the trip is 
scheduled from 1 until 8 
p.m. with the show begin-
ning at 3 p.m.

Check in will be at 
12:50 p.m. at the Recreation 
Center, 830 Main Street 
Extension.

For information call 
(910) 326-2600.

Trip slated


