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Rain is likely this 
weekend with highs in 
the low-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Evelynn Miller, who was 
a student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• ‘Widespread’ is big Big Rock winner

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Though changes possible, Swansboro budget hearing Monday, Page 5

Onslow County dedicating two new public parks this week, Page 7

Swansboro High School wrestler earns 100th victory at tourney, Page 8

Remembering Billy

Commentary

Sowing fear, 

division 

senator’s 

motivation 
By Rob Schofield 

It’s a common phenom-
enon for well-known politi-
cians to become associated 
with, or remembered for, an 
inspiring or infamous utter-
ance.

“The only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself.”

“Ask not what your 
country can do for yourself. 
Ask what you can do for 
your country.”

“Mr. Gorbachev: tear 
down this wall.”

“I am not a crook.”
And this doesn’t apply 

just to presidents. In North 
Carolina, many people 
remember former U.S. Sen. 
Jesse Helms for a number 
of provocative, mostly hate-
ful statements.

Among current politi-
cians, the list of memorable 
and influential turns of 
phrase is short and, one 
supposes, not aided by the 
constraints of modern social 

media. Interestingly, how-
ever, one prominent North 
Carolina politician whose 
15-years-and-counting 
political career continues to 
be marked by a memorable 
and, as it has turned out, 
highly influential and pre-
scient statement.

It’s been just shy of 
a decade now since the 
then-North Carolina House 
Speaker Thom Tillis 
addressed an audience in 
western North Carolina and 
said:

“What we have to do 
is find a way to divide and 
conquer the people who are 
on assistance.

“We have to show 
respect for that woman 
who has cerebral palsy and 
had no choice in her condi-
tion, that needs help, and 
we should help. And we 
need to get those folks to 
look down at these people 

Owner planning 

to clean debris

Anthony is joined by a couple of 
folks as he looks over the remains 

of his boat on the afternoon of the 
fire. (Dave Newsom photo)

By Jimmy Williams

On the morning of Monday, June 14, 
anyone on the Swansboro waterfront 
may have noticed smoke rising from the 
heap of smoldering fiberglass on Pelican 
Island.

Twice that morning, at 2:52 and 8:11, 
Swansboro Fire Department responded 

to calls from citizens and sent crews to 
the island to extinguish the fire that had 
destroyed a 32-foot boat.

In addition to Swansboro Fire, a crew 
from Coast Guard Station Emerald Isle 
visited the site in the wake of the fire. 
However it appears that neither agency 

(See DIVIDING, page �)

(See CLEANUP, page �)

Book 

sale 

planned
The Swansboro 

Friends of the Library 
will have its first book 
sale in more than a year.

The sale will take 
place over two days, 
Friday, June 25, 1-3 
p.m., and Saturday, June 
26, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at 
the Swansboro Branch 
Library.

“Come and purchase 
some ‘new-to-you’ 
books for your sum-
mer reading,” said Joan 
Gerdsen, a member of 
the friends.

A bagful of hardback 
books will cost $2 and 
a bagful of paperbacks 
will cost $1. There are 
some books which will 
be excluded from the 
special “bag” sale prices.

All proceeds from 
the sale will be used 
for the library and for 
the library’s programs 
for children and adults, 
according to Gerdsen.

The Swansboro 
Friends of the Library 
will meet on July 16 at 
10 a.m. at the Swansboro 
Branch Library. New 
members are welcome.

Call (910) 326-4888 
for information. Billy Carter was well known in  

downtown Swansboro. He spent 
much if his day in the area of 

Church and Front streets, “guard-
ing the mailbox,” until his death. 
(Contributed photo)

New book recalls one of town’s ‘regulars’
By Jimmy Williams

Flavius B. Hall Jr., a 
prolific author whose books 
often include the people 
of Swansboro among the 
subject matter, has penned 
a new book. This one, 
“Angel Flying Too Close 
to the Ground – The Story 
of Billy Carter, Icon of 
Downtown Swansboro,” is 
about Billy Carter, a man 
who over decades became 
familiar to all who lived, 
worked or regularly visited 
Swansboro.

Hall, a retired educator 
who lives in Norfolk, and 
Carter, who died in 2009, 
were cousins. The book, 
according to Hall, introduc-
es the reader to the young 
William Lewis “Billy” 
Carter and goes on to tell 
the story of what shaped 
this “loving but lost soul.”

In his notes on the book, 
Hall refers to the “touching 
story” of Billy Carter, his 
love of mankind and the 
fact that he spent his life 
“searching for validation, 
belonging.”

“Billy’s physical appear-
ance gave the impres-
sion that he was possibly 
homeless, maybe a bum,” 
Hall said. “But who really 
was this man who had 
strong family roots in the 
Swansboro community and 
spent the majority of his 
adult days hanging out on 
Front Street in Swansboro?”

Many a visitor who 
encountered Billy, from 
his favorite spot by the 
U.S.P.S. Mail Box near the 
corner of Front and Church 
streets, were engaged. He 
enjoyed sharing his favor-
ite shortcuts to hither and 
yon with travelers on their 
way to shop at Through the 
Looking Glass.

“He had long ago lost 

all of his teeth, and his skin 
weathered from head to 
toe with deep wrinkles on 
his face, exposed decades 
spent at sea in the sun,” 
Hall writes. “He definitely 
needed a shave and haircut 

and wore clothes that had 
become dirty and soiled. As 
he greeted the public, a lit 
cigarette always hung from 
his mouth, bobbing up and 
down as he spoke.

“No doubt Billy didn’t 

take good care of himself 
and his daily hygiene was 
pretty much nonexistent, 
but behind his neglected 
exterior was a heart of 
gold! His unforgettable and 
caring grin stretched ear to 

ear and was endearing to 
everyone who met him.”

Locals knew and loved 
Billy, accepting his eccen-
tricity much as they would 
accepted the fact that they 
had to slow down their 
vehicle when coming upon 
a muscovy duck downtown.

“Due to his constant 
presence on Front Street 
in Swansboro, through the 
years he became a regular 
downtown fixture, an icon 
of this quaint little seaport,” 
Hall said.

Hal Silver, owner of 
Through the Looking Glass, 
a gift shop at the corner of 
Front and Church streets, 
could share dozens of sto-
ries about Billy, but the first 
one he tells, and the one he 
probably likes the best, is 
about Billy: a smoker will-
ing to pick up after himself.

“He smoked like a 
fiend,” Silver said. “And I 
had to pay him to pick up 
his cigarette butts.”

Silver recalled a summer 
day when Billy, standing in 
the hot sun, wasn’t feeling 
well.

“I told him to go under 
the restaurant, to get out 
of the sun, where it was 
cool,” Silver recalled. 
The area under the nearby 
Saltwater Grill served as a 
storage area for Through 
the Looking Glass. “My 
mistake was, I didn’t tell 
Delores, my employee. 
When she went in there and 
saw Billy, she came out 
screaming, she thought he 
was dead.”

And then there was the 
time that no one could find 
Billy. He hadn’t been seen 
for days. Silver said folks 
were worried, looking along 
the shoreline, anticipating 
the worst.

(See BILLY, page �)

The Newport office 
of the National Weather 
Service will host a com-
munity forum on hurricane 
season at the Onslow 
County Emergency 
Operations Center at 1180 
Commons Drive North in 
Jacksonville on Thursday, 
June 24.

The event begins at 7 
p.m. and seating is limited. 
Call (252) 223-5327 for 
information.

Hurricane 

Forum


