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The weekend weather 
will be sunny with highs 
in the low-50s and lows 
in the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Eli 
Noffke, a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• EI fishing tourney offers scholarships

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

ReBuild NC seeks input on utilizing Hurricane Florence funds, Page 3

Swansboro commissioners OK rezoning of three properties, Page 5

Swansboro’s River Carroll claims state wrestling championship, Page 11

Emma Parvin, 4, of Hubert en-
joys a sample of cake from Mrs. 
Vingerber’s booth at the Swansboro 
Area Chamber of Commerce’s an-
nual business expo sponsored by 
Buglisi Eye Care inside the Rotary 

Civic Center in Swansboro on Sat-
urday, Feb. 22. More than 50 ex-
hibitors including nine area restau-
rants and caterers engaged more 
than 1,200 patrons at the Expo. 
(Pete Rulon photo)

Expo treat

Commentary

Conditions 

necessitate 

PAWS plea

for funds
By Toni O’Neil

Human-wildlife interac-
tions continue to grow in 
Onslow County and the 
numbers keep rising dra-
matically each year.

Last year Possumwood 
Acres Wildlife Sanctuary 
saw an increase of 13 
percent in the number 
of admissions of injured 
and orphaned wildlife. 
Fortunately, due to the 
dedicated staff, interns and 
volunteers who work there, 
65 percent of these birds 
and animals were released 
back into their natural envi-
ronment. That means that 
more than 1,100 patients 
continued to live another 
day in the wild where they 
belong.

Looking at the projected 
growth rate, we anticipate 
that for 2020 we will most 
likely admit at least 225 
more patients than last year 
for a total close to 2,000. 
That’s a huge increase over 
the first 52 patients that we 
started with initially when 
we opened in 2004!

Unfortunately, this year 
we will be forced to deal 
with all these patients with 
two less fulltime staff mem-
bers. The donations and 
grants that we had counted 
on, and that we rely on for 
our funding, did not arrive 
in 2019. The board of 
directors made the difficult 
decision to let two staff 
members go this spring to 

Sailor goes ashore, 

interacts with pupils

Kristopher Parker helps a stu-
dent don a self-contained breath-
ing apparatus during a demonstra-

tion at McCool Elementary School 
on Naval Base Guam. (U.S. Navy 
photo)

By Zack Nally

U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Kristopher Parker is used to being in 
close quarters.

It’s something all sailors on the U.S.S. 
Oklahoma City (SSN-723) Los Angeles-
class fast attack submarine have to get 

accustomed to. There is only so much 
space on the S6G nuclear reactor-pow-
ered vessel, and only so many opportuni-
ties to put feet on dry land.

Information System Technician Parker 
of Hubert, 2014 Swansboro High School 

(See FUNDS, page �)
(See HUBERT, page �)

Center 

reopens 

March 6
The Swansboro 

Area Heritage Center 
will resume operating 
hours on Friday, March 
6, according to Cyndi 
Schachter, secretary of 
the Swansboro Historical 
Association.

The center is under 
the direction of the SHA 
and staffed by volun-
teers.

“Our efforts to recov-
er from the hurricane are 
almost over,” Schachter 
said. “We are ready to 
receive visitors at the 
heritage center again …”

The center will be 
open from 1 until 4 p.m. 
on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday.

“We need volunteers 
to be ‘greeters,’ making 
sure folks sign in, and 
to answer questions,” 
Schachter said. “Please 
let me know if you are 
willing to help us out 
with this. Even one shift 
a weekend would help.”

Call (860) 917-6075 
for information.

Turn all of your home and garden dreams into a reality! With over 12,000 sq feet of exhibits 
you’ll find the latest in products and services for everything from builders, landscapers, 
interior design, outdoor living spaces, home improvement, pools and spas and so much 

more. See the latest trends in kitchen & baths, learn to complete a DIY project, or speak to 
the area’s finest professional service providers. Admission is $5

SPRING COMES 
EARLY ON 

THE CRYSTAL 
COAST

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS

32nd
Annual

March 7 & 8, 2020
Saturday 9 am-4pm

Sunday 11am-3pm

Candidates 

are profiled
Republican primary

By Jimmy Williams

In addition to a number 
of federal and state races 
to be settled on Tuesday, 
March 3, Onslow County 
voters will also choose five 
Republican candidates for 
county commissioner and 
four candidates for board of 
education.

Republicans seeking 
the nomination for county 
commissioner are Walter J. 
Scott of Richlands, William 
Argenbright of Holly 
Ridge, Royce Bennett of 
Jacksonville Jack Bright 
of Hubert, Paul Buchanan 
of Swansboro, Jonathan 
B. Delle of Jacksonville, 
Barbara Humphrey Garrett 
of Jacksonville, Robin 
L. Knapp of Jacksonville 
and Cynthia LaCorte of 
Swansboro.

For the board of edu-
cation, the candidates 
are Melissa Oakley 
of Sneads Ferry, Ken 
Reddic of Jacksonville, 
Joseph Speranza of 
Jacksonville, Eric Whitfield 
of Jacksonville, Laura 
Deptola of Hubert and 
Crystal “Christy” Lopez of 
Jacksonville.

Only three Democrats 
– Aleccia Sutton of 

Midway Park, Patty Diaz 
of Jacksonville and Velvet 
Scoggin of Jacksonville 
– filed to run for commis-
sioner, eliminating the need 
for a primary election.

Similarly, Takenya 
Laprice LaBriado of 
Jacksonville is the only 
Democrat to file for the 
board of education.

In the race for com-
missioner, four of seven 
seats are available with 
incumbents Bennett, Bright, 
Buchanan and Knapp all 
reaching the end of their 
four-year terms.

In the race for board of 
education, there are four of 
seven seats up for grabs.

There is one Republican 
incumbent seeking reelec-
tion, Reddic, appointed to 
the seat in 2018.

However, there are three 
other incumbents planning 
to file as unaffiliated. They 
are current board chair-
man Pamela Thomas, Paul 
Wiggins and Earl Taylor. 

The candidates must 
garner signatures from 4 
percent of the county’s vot-
ing population in order to 
file as an unaffiliated can-
didate on the ballot, accord-

(See VOTE, page �)


