
THE VOTERS HAVE SPOKEN! 

The carolinacoastal.com on-
line poll asking “Do you agree 
with the stipulation that in order 
to reopen, restaurants must 
“create a daily log of customers 
and maintain that daily log for 
30 days, including telephone/
email contact information and 
time in?” results are in.

Overwhelming, you guys say 
“NO” to any stipulation requir-
ing extra information be 
gathered by a restaurant in 
order to reopen.

RESULTS:
Yes - 
No - 669
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Rachel Stanley, Morehead City
Jean Fulcher, Raleigh
Sumie Ackerman, Havelock
Alta Willis, Salter Path
Gillie Conway, Newport
Betty Marshall, Fayetteville, Ark.
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BEAUFORT

POLL
QUESTION

Should the Republican Na-
tional Committee consider 
moving the convention from 
NC to another state?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

See Robinson / Pg 12A

Brittany Pake, Bettie
Terry Gillikin, Otway
Dorothy Powell, Havelock
Jonathan Robinson, Atlantic
Jeannie Adair, Virginia
Janice Bowen, Newport

ATLANTIC

Pine Knoll Shores celebrates 
life of the late Mayor

Residents and visitors from 
within Carteret County and 
beyond came to town hall 
Wednesday to pay their re-
spects and celebrate the life of 
Mayor Ken Jones. 

Mayor Jones died unexpect-
edly May 14. 

In observance of social dis-
tancing, visitors donned masks. 
As they entered town hall, a TV 
screen showed a montage of 
photos of Mr. Jones at vari-
ous events and town functions. 
In the lobby, framed pictures 
of Mr. Jones were on display, 
along with his bugle and me-
morial wreaths. 

Ü 4A

Proposed Bogue budget 
down from fiscal 2019-20

Bogue Town Clerk Elizabeth 
Sweeney presented a proposed 
2020-21 budget to the town 
council during its May 18 meet-
ing that shows $157,798 in 
expected revenues and expen-
ditures and the same property 
tax rate as in the current fi scal 
year, 5 cents per $100 of as-
sessed valuation.

The proposed budget, which 
commissioners will adopt after 
a public hearing during their 
Monday, June 15 meeting, is a 
little more than $21,000 lower 
than the adopted fi scal year 
2019-20 budget of $178,984, 
which expires Tuesday, June 30.

Ü 2A

BOGUE

PINE KNOLL SHORES

Previous Poll Results

Sunday 
May 31

Monday 
June 1

Tuesday 
June 2

Wednesday 
June 3

Low 8:31 a.m. 10:20 a.m. 11:12 a.m. 12:07 a.m.
8:43 p.m. 11:04 p.m. -------- 12:03 p.m.

High 1:57 a.m. 4:00 a.m. 5:01 a.m. 6:58 a.m
2:42 p.m. 4:46 p.m. 5:43 p.m. 6:37 p.m.

STAFF REPORT
The county announced 

Carteret County Commissioner 
and former N.C. House mem-
ber Jonathan Robinson, 68, of 
Atlantic, died late Thursday. 

In a brief Friday morning 
release, the county said it is 
“deeply sadden(ed)” by the 
commissioner’s death.

Mr. Robinson, born in 
Morehead City into a fi shing 
family, had represented Carteret 
County’s Down East District 
6 on the county board since 
November 1998. Prior to that, 
he served in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives from 
1995-96. 

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Staci Robinson Rinehardt, 
son, Mathew Robinson, and a 

grandson.
The news of his death hit 

many county residents hard Fri-
day morning, including County 
Board of Education member 
Kathryn Smith Chadwick, who 
represents Down East on the 
school board.

“Jonathan was a friend, 
cousin, teacher and commercial 
fi shing advocate,” she said in an 
email to the News-Times. “He 

loved his family and the Down 
East communities.”

Ms. Chadwick went on to say, 
“His death is a huge loss for all 
of us. He supported our schools 
and the residents of Carteret 
County and left a legacy that no 
one can deny. An entire genera-
tion of Down East kids learn(ed) 
to drive by his side ... And were 
given the gift of a real Core 
Sound education from a kind 
man who spent his life working 

the water and 
advocating for 
his people.”

Mr. Robinson 
was a graduate 
of East Carteret 
High School 
and received a 
bachelor of sci-
ence in business 
administration 
from Atlantic Christian College. 
He was an Eagle Scout, heavily 
involved in commercial fi shing 
and advocated for the preserva-
tion of Down East heritage.

Ms. Chadwick said Mr. 
Robinson had a deep impact on 
her life.

“I will miss him terribly,” 
she continued. “He was in many 

Down East advocate, longtime Carteret County 
commissioner Jonathan Robinson dies at 68

Jonathan
ROBINSON

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

An estimated 580 county public high 
school seniors have persevered through the 
novel coronavirus pandemic and virtual 
classwork in order to graduate.

Their patience was further tested as they 
waited for the school board to make a fi nal 
decision Thursday regarding commence-
ment exercises at the three county high 
schools.

The board, during an emergency meeting 
Thursday afternoon, announced “hybrid” 
commencement exercises could proceed 
as planned at two county high schools next 
week, but East Carteret High would have to 
wait until after Wednesday, July 1, before a 
semi-traditional ceremony could be held.

In light of the board’s decision, the ECHS 
administration and a school committee met 
Friday morning to revamp plans that had 
originally called for an outdoor ceremony 
with students social distanced Friday.

ECHS Principal Deborah Trogdon an-
nounced Friday students will have two 
options to choose from. The fi rst option will 
be a “hybrid” graduation ceremony Friday, 
with small groups of students receiving di-
plomas in the auditorium. The second option 
will be a semi-traditional outside ceremony 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday, July 10.

“We know we have families that won’t 
want to wait until July, so we wanted them 
to have an earlier option,” Ms. Trogdon said.

She added that families are being sur-
veyed as to which ceremony they prefer. 
Families must have surveys returned by 
midnight Sunday, then ECHS will set the 
times families will be able to come in for the 
Friday ceremony.

“We need to know how many students 
want to come in Friday before we can fi nal-
ize the times. It will be by appointment,” 
Ms. Trogdon said.

The Friday option will allow no more 
than six family members to witness the 
graduate receiving their diploma to adhere 
to social distancing executive orders.

The July 10 ceremony will be on the 
football fi eld with graduates social distanced 
and a restricted number of guests social 
distanced in the stadium. A fi nal video that 
combines both ceremonies will be shown 
following the July 10 ceremony.

During the emergency Carteret County 
Board of Education meeting Thursday, 
members approved “hybrid” ceremonies 
scheduled for next week at West Carteret 
High School and Croatan High School.

Board Chairman John McLean said the 
reason for asking ECHS to wait until after 
July 1 for a more traditional ceremony re-
lates to Gov. Roy Cooper planning to move 
into phase three of reopening the state at 
that time. 

“We all wish we could have had a tradi-
tional graduation, but our job is to protect 
our students and system staff,” he said.

As for WCHS, its graduation involves 
small groups of students coming into the 
auditorium to receive diplomas from 4 to 
7 p.m.  Tuesday. The entire ceremony will 
be videotaped, then broadcast at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday on the school system’s Facebook 
page and website. Pre-recorded speeches by 
students, instructors and administrators will 
be included during the broadcast.

At CHS, the ceremony will begin at 1 
p.m. Friday outdoors. A stage will be set up 
outside, with students and families remain-
ing in their vehicles. Families will tune in to 
a radio station as the program is broadcast 
from the stage. As each student’s name 
is called, the family will drive up to the 
podium, where the student will get out and 
receive their diploma.

As offi cials ironed out how members of 
the Class of 2020 would receive their di-
plomas, seniors from the three high schools 
Wednesday shared their perspectives on 
how the year is ending.

ECHS senior Harrison Goodwin of Sea 
Level said, “As much as I wish the school 
year had not been affected, it’s still been a 
pretty good year, even with the complica-
tions. It’s been a trying experience, but it’s 
still been pretty nice to be able to stay home 
and complete my work online.”

He thanked his teachers and said he plans 
to major in engineering at N.C. State Uni-
versity in the fall.

“He gave his life to his family and Down East. 
For him, they were one and the same. — Karen Amspacher

Core Sound Waterfowl Museum & Heritage Center

”

County high school seniors, from left, West Carteret’s Madison Pittman, Croatan’s Natalie Show and East Carteret’s Harrison Goodwin are among the class 
of 2020 members who will receive diplomas during unique graduation ceremonies due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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Tradition interrupted
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Restaurants
reopen
tenuouslybut...
Enthusiastically

Half-capacity rule during phase 
two creates interesting challenges
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