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The weekend weather 
calls for a chance of rain 
with high temperatures 
in the low-70s and lows 
in the low-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Maximus Bocanegra, 
who is a student in Issa 
Platt’s first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret street paving on tap

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow County keeps eye on vaccine reactions and it’s all good, Page 3

No charges are filed in December bomb scare incident at Walmart, Page 7

Queens Creek students share their thoughts on gardening, Page 10

An osprey clutches some nest-building material on its 
flight back to its perch. The bird of prey was photographed 

as it was setting up a nest near the banks of the White Oak 
River in Stella. (Pete Rulon photo)

In the nest-building business

Commentary

Storytellers 

help shape 

our interests
By Freddie Velez

Since the mid-1960s 
pirate history and the early 
American colonies have 
fascinated me. A few people 
were instrumental in spur-
ring my interest in the two 
subjects. I never tired of 
them and that interest is as 
strong today, if not stronger, 
as it ever was.

Because of their connec-
tion to Colonial America, 
I suppose, I developed a 
special appreciation for 
antiques. And that inter-
est led me at a young age 
to a person – one of the 
great storytellers that I 
got to know – who helped 
develop my love of Pirate 
lore and helped to shape my 
perspective on Blackbeard. 
The storytellers brought the 
myths and mysteries to life 
in my childhood. I was not 
even aware of how influen-
tial these stories were at the 
time, but clearly they had a 

profound effect on the way 
I thought about pirates and 
early American history.

This person of influ-
ence was a really nice, 
well-educated lady named 
Zelma Mattocks Merrell. 
She ran an antique business 
in Swansboro, although she 
didn’t seem to have regular 
store hours. Mrs. Merrell, 
who owned Mattocks 
House Antiques, was truly 
a great storyteller and I 
never got tired of listening. 
At age 12, those stories of 
pirate legends and early 
settlers all helped fuel my 
obsession with pirates and 
antiques.

It took awhile for me 
to get to know her because 
the shop on Front Street in 
Swansboro always seemed 
to be closed. Still, I was 
always fascinated as I 
walked by and I always 
made an effort to get the 

Hubert park 

offers nice trail

Two covered gazebos give visi-
tors to the Hubert By-Pass Park 

Nature Trail a chance to rest and 
enjoy nature. (Zack Nally photo)

Editors note: This story is part of an 
ongoing series of trail descriptions in and 
around the Swansboro community.

By Zack Nally

Warmer temperatures mean more 
opportunities to get outside and explore 

the nature trails in the Swansboro area.
Saturday, April 3, was a perfect day to 

go walking, but I didn’t see anyone at the 
Hubert By-Pass Park Nature Trail. Maybe 
it was the holiday, but this dual system 
of trails is too well maintained to be so 

(See STORIES, page �)(See TRAIL, page �)

Officers 

elected
Swansboro Friends of 

the Hammocks and Bear 
Island elected a slate 
of officers for the com-
ing year at its general 
membership meeting on 
March 6.

FHBI is a citizen 
support organization for 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park.

The meeting took 
place at the park.

Fred Schachter was 
elected president; Tom 
Cariker, vice president; 
Lori Zeswitz, secretary; 
and Jamie Botnovich, 
treasurer.

The nonprofit group’s 
next meeting will be 
June 12.

New members are 
always welcome. For 
information on how to 
join, visit fhbi.org on the 
web or call the park at 
(910) 326-4881.

Events remain under rules

By Jimmy Williams

Though Mayor John 
Davis urged commissioners 
to at least consider allow-
ing more normal town-
wide events beginning this 
spring, commissioners were 
reluctant to give their OK.

As a result, Swansboro 

Parks and Recreation will 
continue to plan events 
with coronavirus-required 
restrictions in mind.

Discussion on the pos-
sible return to normal 
event scheduling came at 
the March 22 meeting of 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners. The panel 
met online through the 
Zoom platform.

Davis asked to con-
sider alternate – more open 
– plans for events begin-
ning this May. Those would 

include Pirate Fest in May, 
which brings hundreds to 
downtown; Arts by the 
Sea in June, which brings 
thousands; July 4th, thou-
sands; and, possibly, Mullet 
Festival, tens of thousands.

“What is our overall 
plan going to be?” Davis 
asked Anna Stanley, 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation director.

Stanley said that plan-
ning for Pirate Fest, which 
is a partnership with the 
Onslow County Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
is underway. Rather than 
the normal “invasion” of 
pirate ships on Front Street, 
this year’s event would be 
a campout at Municipal 
Park and would be ticketed 
to ensure participants are 
spread out. There would 
likely be a movie, a scav-
enger hunt, and, of course, 
pirates with which to inter-
act. All this would be done 
under the guidance of the 
COVID-19 mandates.

“That’s as far as we’ve 

gotten with Pirates Fest,” 
Stanley said.

Next up would be Arts 
by the Sea in June, she said. 
And, she added, “We are 
way behind on planning.” 
Under consideration is a 
hybrid event featuring an 
online marketplace.”

For July 4th, Stanley said 
the town’s regular fireworks 
vendor is unavailable on 
July 4. “He can only do it 
on July 3,” she said. “I’ve 

The town of Swansboro 
will provide curbside pick-
up of trash not normally 
collected during Clean 
Sweep Week, April 12-16.

Items to be collected 
include furniture, pet bed-
ding and carriers, electron-
ics, bicycles and grills.

The town will not pick 
up computers, televisions 
or propane tanks. No white 
goods – washers, driers, 
freezers, refrigerators or 
microwaves – or tires, light 
bulbs, oil, grease, paint, 
batteries or any toxic or 
hazardous materials will be 
collected.

In addition to picking 
up items at curbside, the 
town will have trash con-
tainers at the Public Works 
Department on Fifth Street 
until April 16.

Clean Sweep!

Pandemic 

restriction

(See SWANSBORO, page �)


