
Jacob Helm said getting to 
compete in a national com-
petition this year is espe-
cially sweet since Hurricane 
Florence took out most of 
the band’s competition sea-
son last year.

“The hurricane really 
slowed us down on progress 
and we lost the performance 
season,” Jacob said. “For a 
long time we didn’t get to 
come to school and walk in 
every day and do what we 
do. That really hurt.”

Senior flute player 
Summer Carlton said she 
looks forward to band camp, 
even though it’s hard work.

“I love it. Even though 
it’s hot, it’s definitely worth 
it,” Summer said. “The 
first time you step out on 
the field for a new season, 
there’s just nothing like it.”

To help students pay 
for their trip to nationals, 
band boosters are holding 
fundraisers to offset the 
cost, which is estimated at 
$140,000.

The main event, BBQ 
and Blue Jeans, will be held 
at 6 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 24 
at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center in Morehead City. It 
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NEWS-TIMES Huzzah!
A special pull-out 

section of Coastal 
Living contains a guide 
to this year’s annual 
Beaufort Pirate Invasion 
with a schedule, map 
and more.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
L.C. Brewer Jr., Morehead City

John Strope, Emerald Isle
Ann Rivers, Pine Knoll Shores
Leigh Harper, Morehead City
Jeffrey Styron, Harkers Island
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WCHS band readies
for grand nationals

Organization honors African American leaders

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Instruments up, sweat 
pouring…160 West Carteret 
High School students are 
braving the heat this week 
for their annual band camp.

While it’s a grueling week 
of marching and rehearsing 
from morning to night, stu-
dents who reported Monday 
said it’s worth it, especially 
since they are preparing 
to compete in the Grand 
Nationals Marching Band 
Championship in November 
in Indianapolis, Ind.

Senior baritone player 

‘We have devoted ourselves, my wife 
and I and our kids, too, to making sure that 
we’re part of the community, giving back any 
way that we can, primarily our time and our 
talents.’               

— Perry Harker,
vice president of corporate and community 

education at Carteret Community College

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES 
— Two community leaders 
were recognized for their 
contributions to the county 
by the N.C. Black Elected 
Municipal Officials during 
a luncheon Tuesday at the 
Inn at Pine Knoll Shores.

Ava Bryant and Perry 
Harker received the Dr. 

Vivian Burke Community 
Leadership Award, which 
honors African Americans 
who have made a posi-
tive impact on their com-
munities. They were rec-
ognized during the last 
day of NCBEMO’s annual 
conference, held Sunday 
through Tuesday in Pine 
Knoll Shores. NCBEMO 

N.C. Black Elected Municipal Officials Vice President Sharon Hightower, left, 
and President Valerie Jones, center, present the Dr. Vivian H. Burke Community 
Leadership Award to Perry Harker, second from left, and Ava Bryant, second from 
right, with Mr. Harker’s wife and Beaufort Commissioner Sharon Harker, right. The 
NCBEMO held its annual conference Sunday through Tuesday at the Inn at Pine 
Knoll Shores. (Elise Clouser photo)

Forging relationships
Ava Leary of Newport gets assistance from Morehead City Police Officer Ryan Ipock Tuesday during 

National Night Out at Rotary Park. The town is one of several in the area that participated in the event, which 
is aimed at connecting law enforcement to the residents and communities they serve. (Dylan Ray photo) 

NCCF
hosts
Pelican
Awards
Cedar Point,
DCM among
winners

Agencies
recover
fentanyl
1 man charged

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUN-
TY — The Carteret 
County’s Sheriff ’s 
Office, in conjunc-
tion with 
Havelock’s 
p o l i c e 
department, 
e n g a g e d 
in one of 
the largest 
drug busts 
in the area 
in recent 
years. 

This is 
a c c o r d -
ing to Havelock 
Police Department 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Two Carteret County 
residents, one coun-
ty business and one 
western town received 
Pelican Awards from the 
N.C. Coastal Federation 
Saturday night.

 The 37-year-old non-
profit environmental 
organization, based in 
the Ocean community, 
held its 16th annual cer-
emony and Taste of the 
Coast event at the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center and 
officials handed out 10 
awards to water quality 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

See Leaders / Page 4A

See Charged / Page 4A

See NCCF / Page 5A

See Band / Page 4A

West Carteret High School junior Kenan Storey rehearses Monday during the 
school’s band camp. The band is preparing for the Grand Nationals Marching Band 
Championship to be held in November in Indianapolis, Ind., and is holding fundrais-
ers to offset the cost of the trip. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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