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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Charles Mitchell, Atlantic Beach
Johnny Gillikin, Jacksonville
Eben Harker Jr., Beaufort

Helen Peele, Beaufort
Sherri Glancy, Newport

Virginia Thrasher, Morehead City
Ella Harper, Havelock

Dean Hardesty, Morehead City
Patricia Houge, Morehead City
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Town files charges after standoff

TRASH TALK: RECYCLABLES

State says recycling operations still viable

Waste
firm
talks
costs

As Ann Street preschoolers graduate, Brandt retires

SCHMIDT

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — 

Town police Wednesday after-
noon charged the man arrested 
after a standoff in a recreational 
vehicle in the parking lot of 
Lowes Foods with felony sec-
ond degree kidnapping.

Leo Charles Schmidt, 51, 
of Emerald Isle, was booked 
at the county jail in Beaufort 
after being examined at Carteret 
Health Care.

His first court appearance 
was Thursday morning, and 

Cape Carteret Police Chief Bill 
McKinney said Mr. Schmidt’s 
bond is set at $1 million.

The incident in the grocery 
store parking lot at Carteret 
Crossing Shopping Center off 
Highway 24 began at around 9 
a.m. Wednesday.

According to a press release 
from the town, a caller to the 
police department said a female 
was dropping notes out of the 
window of the motor home, 
“stating to call 911 and that she 
needed help.”

According to the release from 

Cape Carteret Town Manager 
Zach Steffey, officers arrived on 
the scene shortly after receiv-
ing the call and the “female 
subject stepped out of the motor 
home and was escorted by law 
enforcement to a safe location.”

Officers with weapons sur-
rounded the RV, which had a 
trailer attached to its rear.

Chief McKinney said 
Thursday the woman – who 
turned out to be Mr. Schmidt’s 
wife – had “markings on her 
body” that were apparently not 
made in Cape Carteret, so Mr. 

Schmidt was not charged by the 
town with anything other than 
kidnapping.

However, he said, the Carteret 
County Sheriff’s Office is con-
ducting its own investigation 
and additional charges could be 
filed.

The town’s press release said 
after the woman got out of the 
RV, she “advised … that she 
needed EMS and was subse-
quently treated and transported 
by Western Carteret (Fire and) 
EMS to Carteret Health Care.”

Mr. Steffey wrote that “infor-

mation was pro-
vided to CCPD 
officers at the 
scene that the 
male subject 
may have been 
armed.”

C h i e f 
McKinney said 
Thursday he 
was not and no 
weapon was 
found in the RV. However, he 
said, an investigation revealed 

See Standoff / Page 2A

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
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CARTERET COUNTY 
— Local recycling jugger-
naut Waste Industries is 
urging local residents to be 
vigilant about where their 
recycling goes. 

This is in response to a 
growing number of Carteret 
County residents who 
expressed concern that their 
recyclables are not being 
recycled. 

Waste Industries General 
Manager Blaine Ellzey 
believes recycling custom-
ers are in the best position 
to ensure this doesn’t hap-
pen. Waste Industries is a 
waste disposal company that 
operates in multiple states. 
With a facility in Newport, 
the company provides waste 
management services for 
a number of the county’s 
municipalities, including 
Beaufort and Newport. 

“A lot of the towns like 
Newport, Morehead City, 
Atlantic Beach, Beaufort, a 
lot of these towns, we are 
contracted through the town 
(to provide) municipal ser-
vices for those residents,” 
Mr. Ellzey said. “We provide 
trash removal services and 
recycle services for those 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

RALEIGH — Despite con-
cerns expressed by some about 
the viability and worth of local 
government recycling programs, 
the head of the state’s program 
said recently that the effort is 
still effective and necessary.

In a recent interview, Wendy 
Worley, chief of the recycling 
and materials management sec-
tion in the N.C. Department of 
Environmental Quality, said 
even though China – one of the 

major buyers of U.S. recyclables 
— has cut back on American 
products it takes in, “markets are 
still good, and demand is high.”

In fact, she said, American 
manufacturers that use recycled 
goods to make new products 
“can’t get enough” and are actu-
ally looking for new sources of 
materials.

“It’s true that prices (for 
municipal and county services) 
are going up some,” Ms. Worley 
said, “but we’re going through 
an adjustment period as the 

industry gets used to new poli-
cies.

“People need to realize that 
recycled products, like oil or 
any other internationally traded 
commodities, have highs and 
lows” in terms of prices. We 
in North Carolina have been 
tracking those for 25 years,” Ms. 
Worley said. “There have been 
dips and increases, and there 
will always be, but the industry 
is very viable.”

She said if users put the right 
things in recycling bins or roll-

out containers – things like alu-
minum cans, glass bottles, plas-
tic bottles and paper – they can 
rest assured they aren’t all sitting 
in some warehouse, never to be 
shipped anywhere and reused.

Are we just “pretending 
to recycle?”

Ms. Worley’s predecessor in 
the state job, Scott Muow, now 
retired from state government 
and senior director of strategy 

Janet Swiger removes plastic bags from a commingled recyclables container at the county solid waste site on Vashti Drive in 
Morehead City. State officials told the News-Times, despite changes in Chinese buying and price increases, they believe recy-
cling is still a viable way to reduce waste. (Dylan Ray photo)

Preschoolers march past proud family members 
Wednesday to begin commencement exercises at Ann 
Street United Methodist Church Preschool in Beaufort. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

Ann Street United Methodist Church Preschool Director Cathy 
Brandt stands in front of a bulletin board filled with photos of many 
of the children who have passed through her school. Ms. Brandt 
retired Wednesday as the school’s director. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Ann Street 
United Methodist Church 
Preschool students who gradu-
ated Wednesday weren’t the 
only ones ending their time at 
the school.

The school’s director, Cathy 
Brandt, oversaw her last com-
mencement exercise because she 
retired Wednesday after serv-
ing 12 years as the preschool’s 
director.

Excited children, dressed in 
light blue caps and gowns, and 
proud parents and grandparents 
didn’t let the news dampen the 
enthusiasm of the ceremony, 
when 4- and 5-year-olds took a 
major step in their short school 
careers.

Ms. Brandt quietly stood in 
the background as her teach-
ers led students in a graduation 
program that included recitation 
of Bible verses, numbers, letters, 
words and other notable bits 
they had learned throughout the 
year. As is tradition, there was 
also plenty of singing.

Ms. Brandt’s last official duty 
during the ceremony was to 
announce each child’s name as 
teachers handed out diplomas, 
Bibles and roses, which each 
child gave to their parents.

After the ceremony, Ms. 
Brandt said she had mixed emo-
tions about leaving her beloved 
school.

“I am excited, but also sad. 

See Pre-K / Page 10A
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BY CHERYL BURKE
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MOREHEAD CITY 

— County school officials 
and Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School parents are wor-
ried state funding for the school 
could be pulled, which could 
lead to the facility closing after 
finishing its first year.

County Schools 
Superintendent Mat Bottoms 
confirmed Thursday that he 
received information that the 
latest state House version of 
the 2019-20 budget does not 
include funding for MaST, 
which is a partnership between 
the school system and Carteret 
Community College. The 
school is located on the CCC 
campus.

“As we understand it as of 
this morning, MaST would be 
funded at the state level for 
three years under the Senate 
budget proposal. The House 
budget proposal does not pro-
vide funding for the school,” 
Mr. Bottoms stated in an email 
response to the News-Times. 
“I have been following this 
funding issue for months and 
we are extremely concerned 
that the future of MaST is in 
jeopardy.”

Mr. Bottoms continued that 
“MaST has been very success-
ful in its first year and I believe 
the unique educational oppor-
tunities it provides are impor-
tant to students.”

An email forwarded to the 
school system Thursday from 
the office of Rep. Pat McElraft, 
R-Carteret (Jones), further con-
firms the most recent House 
version includes no funding. 
The email was sent to Rep. 
McElraft from the office of 
Rep. Jeffrey Elmore, R-Wilkes 
(Alexander), who serves as 
co-chairman of the House 
Education K-12 and Education 
Appropriations Committee.

The email states MaST 
would be funded at $180,000 
per year for three years under 
the Senate budget proposal. 

See MaST / Page 10A

A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE CARTERET COUNTY NEWS-TIMES

LOCAL GRADUATES FROM AROUND THE AREA

Croatan High School
East Carteret High School
Gramercy Christian School
West Carteret High School

Carteret Community College Adult Education

House
budget
has no
MaST
funds
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