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T deland News

Swansboro Town Hall and 
the Swansboro Recreation 
Center will be closed on Dec. 
24 and 25 for the Christmas 
holiday.

In addition, the town’s 
regularly scheduled garbage 
and recycling collection for 
Thursday, Dec. 27, will be 
collected on Friday, Dec. 28.

Onslow County offices 
will be closed on Monday 
and Tuesday, Dec. 24 and 25 
for Christmas.

The Onslow County 
Landfill sites will not operate 
on Dec. 25.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will close early on 
Christmas Eve, at 6 p.m., and 
be closed Christmas Day and 
the day after Christmas, Dec. 
25 and 26.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 
24 and 25.

Area financial institutions 
will be closed on Christmas 
Day. But some may alter 
hours on Monday, Dec. 24, 
Christmas Eve, as well. First 
Citizens Bank will close 
at 2 p.m. on Dec. 24 and 
Swansboro’s State Employee 
Credit Union will be closed 
on Dec. 24.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will close at 2 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 24, and be 
closed on Christmas Day.

Holiday 

closings

By Jimmy Williams

As Mayor John Davis began listing the 
accomplishments of this year’s Samuel Swann 
Bland Award winner, it did not take too long 
for folks to figure out the 2018 recipient is 
Scott Chase.

Chase, Swansboro’s town manager, 
appeared to pick up on the impending honor 
about the time Davis explained that this year’s 
recipient had invested “over 100 hours” at 
the Swansboro Emergency Operations Center 

Award winner: 

just doing the job

Commentary
Christmas, 

Christ Child, 

Santa Claus, 

humbled
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the mid-50s, lows 
in the low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Kimber Parish, a student 
in Shannon Russell’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By Ann vonHoorn

Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Christ Child.

There are fluffy red hats, the 
jingle bells, the piles of sale fly-
ers added to the paper and the 
Elf on A Shelf. The real news 
that shook the celestial world at 
the time with shock waves and 
continues today is the Almighty 
God, the Wonderful, Counselor, 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace, the Creator of all entered 
our realm in obscurity.

Our busy lives, and not just 
holiday busy, but life busy, 
doing what we do to justify 
our existence, crowd out the 
Almighty reality that there is 
Someone who offers a way out 
of our pain, pride, frustration 
– God with us, Immanuel.

Our successful lives, in 

whatever way we measure 
success, are overshadowing 
the reality that God became 
man because we are unable to 
achieve true success without 
His redemption. Redemption 
from what? We might ask. 
Redemption from pride in our-
selves, our achievements and 
our belongings. Redemption 
from our hopelessness. 
Redemption from our selfish-
ness, our desperation and our 
sins.

Has the Christmas story 
become a fable, a tradition, a 
legend? Has it been thrown into 
the category of Easter bunny 
and the tooth fairy? OK for 
children, but not for mature 
intellectuals like us? What does 
the Christmas Story mean to us 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside for Tidings, the SACC’s monthly newsletter!
Look inside for Letters to Santa and Holiday Greetings!

Swansboro is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

(See LIFE, page �)
(See JUST, page �)

Tideland News photographer Pete Rulon took this 
photo of the town Christmas tree at Olde Towne Square 
during the tree lighting ceremony that took place at 

Swansboro by Candlelight on Nov. 17. By altering the 
zoom lens during a long exposure, he created the spe-
cial effect.

Lighting the town tree

Scott Chase, pictured in his office, 
displays the Samuel Swann Bland 

Award 2018, which he received Dec. 
11. (Williams photo)

Dock 

delay 

stalls 

park 

ferry
State park 

not likely 

to offer 

passenger 

service 

until July
By Jimmy Williams

When Hammocks Beach 
State Park was tabbed to get 
new ferry dock facilities a 
couple of years ago, it was great 
news. And, had things gone as 
planned, the work would have 
been in the books and ready for 
the 2019 ferry season.

But things don’t always go as 
planned.

As a result of damage from 
Hurricane Florence, among 
other storms, passenger ferry 
service to Bear Island will not 
be up and running for much of 
the upcoming year.

Ranger Sarah Kendrick, park 
superintendent, announced at 
the Saturday, Dec. 15, meeting 
of the Friends of the Hammocks 
and Bear Island that the new 
docks are going to be delayed 
for months, with the passenger 
(See DELAY, page �)

Hammocks Beach State Park 
will host a First Day Hike along 
the park’s 1/2-mile nature trail 
on Jan. 1.

Space is limited and pre-reg-
istration is encouraged.

Call (910) 326-4881 for in-
formation.

First-Day Hike


