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NEWS-TIMES
Coastal Living

Letters To Santa, 1B
Sports

Croatan brother-sister combo help one 
another during wrestling, football seasons, 6A

TIDES Wednesday, Dec. 22
Low:  2:50 am 3:59 pm
High:  9:23 am  9:43 pm

Sunday, Dec. 26
Low:  6:06 am 6:48 pm
High:  12:07 am  12:21 pm

Saturday, Dec. 25
Low:  5:07 am 6:01 pm
High:  11:30 am     -------

Friday, Dec. 24
Low:  4:16 am 5:18 pm
High:  10:45 am  11:14 pm

Thursday, Dec. 23
Low:  3:31 am 4:38 pm
High:  10:03 am  10:26 pm
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See CHURCHES Page 2A

by the numberschristmas carteret, coastal counties see highest increases in state

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 5b

Average amount of time women spend shopping 
for Christmas. Men, on the other hand spend 
merely half that amount of time shopping

20 
2,340,000
miles per hour
How fast Santa, �udolph and the gang would 
need the sleigh to go in order to successfully 

visit every home in the world on Christmas Eve

hours

21 billion
Pieces of mail the U.S. Postal Service expected 
to deliver between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
last year. In the past, the busiest mailing day 
was December 17, but with early and online 

shopping for gifts, there is no longer a “busiest 
day” for holiday shipping. Instead, the Postal 
Service’s busiest time is now two weeks before 

Christmas starting on December 10.

Top items people plan to buy for themselves 
during the Christmas holiday

Food or liquor

Clothing

Shoes

Books ��� ��� ���
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Do you intend to spend more, less or about the
same amount of money as you spent last Christmas�

2017 201� 2019 2020 2021

2�

12�

How much do you usually plan to 
spend on Christmas gifts approximately 
for your children�

None Up to 
�25

�������������������������������������

�5�
Prefer free shipping to fast shipping

6��
Pay more attenton to emails from companies

67�
Plan to buy more from online marketplace

66�
Shop at brick-and-mortar stores

62�
Buy gifts in the week before Christmas

60�
Start their shopping before Christmas

47�
Don’t want to pay for shipping

23�
�ely on social media

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

There was a fl urry of activity Friday at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church as members 
rushed back and forth loading bikes and 
wrapped gifts into vehicles for delivery to 
children and families for Christmas.

A similar scene was playing out at First 
United Methodist Church in Morehead City, 
where volunteers were organizing bicycles, 
gifts and food boxes in the church’s fellow-
ship hall.

It was all part of Project Christmas 
Cheer. The nonprofi t organization takes 
applications from families in need and then 
the children’s names on angel trees at vari-
ous Carteret County locations for people to 
“adopt” to provide Christmas gifts. Families 
also receive food boxes or gift cards for 
food. This year, trees were set up at Sports 
Center and One Harbor Church in More-
head City.

Jeanne Ellegate, chairperson of PCC, 
said once again area residents, churches and 
businesses came through to adopt the 557 
children, 381 adults and 129 senior citizens 
who applied for help.

“All of our ‘angels’ were adopted and all 
of our adults and seniors received some-
thing,” Ms. Ellegate said. “I think it went 

beautifully and on behalf of PCC, I thank all 
of the volunteers, tree locations and adopt-
ers. This really is a wonderful community.”

Last year, the organization assisted 562 
children, 387 adults and 123 seniors.

Volunteers at St. Paul’s Episcopal and 
First United Methodist, who annually 
“adopt” a large number of the children, said 
they wanted to make sure county residents 
in need would have Christmas for their 
families.

“We just can’t have kids that don’t have 
something for Christmas,” Doris Wade, who 
coordinates PCC at First United Methodist 
Church, said Friday. 

Ms. Wade said the church adopted 47 
families, including 92 children. All families 
received a food box, along with gifts for 
the children. Most families selected by the 
church picked up their gifts Saturday.

At St. Paul’s Episcopal, members were 
busy delivering many of the gifts for the 21 
families adopted by the church. Those in-
cluded 37 children who received everything 
from toys to bikes. The church also gave 
gift cards to each family.

Many of those helping Friday have 
volunteered with PCC for many years and 

Many county churches will host Christmas Eve candlelight 
services and other special holiday events as follows:

first baptist
First Baptist Church in Morehead City will hold 

Christmas Eve candlelight and communion services at 4 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Friday. The 5:30 p.m. service will be 
livestreamed for those who desire to worship from home. 
You can connect via Facebook, the church’s app or YouTube.

lifepoint church
LifePoint Church in Morehead City will present a Christ-

mas candlelight and communion service at 6 p.m. Friday.

all saints anglican
All Saints Anglican Church in Newport will hold special 

services for the Christmas season: Christmas Eve services, 4 
p.m. Friday; Christmas Day service, 10 a.m. Saturday; and 
Lessons and Carols Service, 10 a.m. Sunday.

open door baptist
Open Door Baptist Church in Morehead City will hold a 

Christmas Eve service at 5:30 p.m. Friday.

st. paul’s episcopal
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Beaufort will host two 

Christmas Eve services Friday: a children’s pageant, 4 p.m.; 
and Festal Eucharist and candlelight service, 9:30 p.m. The 
church will offer a 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist on Sunday.

The church will present a Candlelight Compline and 
Nativity displays at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 30.

Masks will be required for all services.

first umc
First United Methodist Church in Morehead City will of-

fer fi ve Christmas Eve services Friday: a family service in the 
fellowship hall at 3 p.m.; a traditional family service at 5 
p.m. in the sanctuary; candlelight services in the sanctuary 
and fellowship hall at 7 p.m.; and a candlelight service in 
the sanctuary at 11 p.m.

All services will include communion.

first presbyterian
First Presbyterian Church in Morehead City will have two 

worship services Christmas Eve.  The family service will be 
at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary and the children will participate 
in special roles during the service. A second service will be 
held at 7 p.m. Candlelight and communion will be shared 
at both services, and childcare will be available.

The church will offer at 10 a.m. service Sunday in 
the sanctuary and a 10 a.m. service Sunday, Jan. 2, in 
Westminster Hall.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church members Tricia Phillips, foreground, and Debbie Corbet-Cooper, back-
ground, have big smiles as they load Project Christmas Cheer packages for delivery Friday at their 
church in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

churches to offer christmas eve candlelight services

Crystal Coast churches spread holiday spirit 
with Project Christmas Cheer toy deliveries

‘It means a lot’

STAFF REPORT
The N.C. Department of Insurance 

has ended a legal dispute with the 
North Carolina Rate Bureau on its pro-
posed 24.5% homeowners’ insurance 
rate increase to instead settle on a state-
wide average rate increase of 7.9%.

Insurance Commissioner Mike Cau-
sey announced the settlement in a news 
release Nov. 23. The agreement means 
a hearing scheduled for Monday, Jan. 3 
has been canceled. 

“I am happy to announce that North 
Carolina Homeowners will save over 
$751 million in premium payments 
compared to what the NCRB had 
requested,” Mr. Causey said in the 
release. “I am also glad the Department 
of Insurance has avoided a lengthy 
administrative legal battle which could 

have cost consumers time and money.”
The state is divided into 36 ter-

ritories by the N.C. Rate Bureau, the 
non-profi t rating bureau established by 
the legislature to administer property 
and casualty insurance policies and 
represent licensed insurance companies 
in establishing insurance premiums.

All of the state’s 100 counties will 
experience premium rate increases of 
either 5.9 or 9.9% which averages 7.9 
statewide. The highest increase of 9.9% 
includes all of the state coastal counties 
as well as Bertie, Greene, Martin, Pitt 
and Waynes counties which are well 
inland of the coast.

On Nov. 9, 2020, the NCRB, which 
represents companies writing property 
insurance in the state and is not part of 
the NCDOI, proposed an overall state-

state negotiates settlement on homeowners’ insurance rate hike

u Beach areas in Currituck, Dare, Hyde Counties, Brunswick, 
Carteret, New Hanover, Onslow and Pender counties
u Coastal areas in Currituck, Dare, Hyde, Pamlico Brunswick, 

Carteret, New Hanover, Onslow, Pender, Beaufort, Camden, 
Chowan, Craven, Jones, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Tyrell and 
Washington counties 
u Western Coastal areas of Brunswick, Carteret, New Hanover, 

Onslow & Pender Counties, Gates, Hertford, Bertie, Greene, Martin, 
Pitt, and Wayne Counties, Cumberland and Sampson counties 
u Durham, Wake, Chatham, Mecklenburg, Union, Alexander, 

Iredell, Stanly, Wilkes and Orange counties
u City of Charlotte

areas incurring 9.9% increase

wide average increase for insurance rates of 24.5%. 

See RATES Page 2A
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