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POLL
QUESTION

Have you changed your 
plans for Thanksgiv-

ing celebration due to 
Covid-19? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Herman Autry Sr., Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Betty Lou Weeks, Raleigh
William Smith, Pine Knoll Shores
Charles Heartsill, Morehead City
Myrl McCotter, Morehead City
Robert Sandlin Jr., Harkers Island
Ross Brisco, New Bern
Kathy Taylor, Washington state

Jacob Cahoon, Bettie
Linda Strader, Washington
Andrew Pond, Havelock
Gerald Reiter, Marquette, Mich.
William Warren II, Beaufort
James Harvell Jr., West Palm Beach, Fla.
Joanne  Nelson, Cape Carteret
  Beverly Phillips, Beaufort

CARTERET COUNTY

MOREHEAD CITY

STAFF REPORT
 Offi cials say three men 

narrowly escaped a Thursday 
morning house fi re in More-
head City. 

According to a release, fi re 
engulfed a mobile home at 247 
Old Airport Road around 2:20 
a.m. Thursday.

The men reportedly woke up 
to smoke and fl ames, and by the 
time fi refi ghters arrived, one of 
the men had broken a window 
to escape the home. Another 
pushed out an air conditioning 
unit to crawl out, while the third 
reportedly left out the back door. 

Morehead City Fire/EMS of-
fi cials reported one man was 
transported to the hospital. 

“It was a very close call,” 
MCFD Chief Jamie Fulk said. 
“We’re very lucky we didn’t 
have three fatalities.”

Offi cials said the home and 
its contents are a total loss and 
two vehicles were damaged by 
the fi re.

The heat damaged an adja-
cent mobile home, but fi refi ght-
ers were able to protect the 
occupied home before fl ames 
spread, according to the release.

The cause of the fi re remains 
under investigation. 

“Fire offi cials were not im-
mediately able to determine if 
smoke detectors were being 
used, but the residents said 
they did not hear an alarm 
go off,” the release states. 

The American Red Cross 
is helping the three men 
with temporary living ar-
rangements.

RALEIGH

Flames engulf a mobile home on Old Air-
port Road in Morehead City early Thursday 
morning. Offi cials say three occupants 
of the home narrowly escaped the blaze. 
(Contributed photo)

Fire rips through 
Morehead City home

See RECOUNT  Page 5A

Sunday 
Nov. 22

Monday
Nov. 23

Tuesday 
Nov. 24

Wednesday 
Nov. 25

Low 7:16 a.m. 8:25 a.m. 9:28 a.m. 10:22 a.m.
8:14 p.m. 9:06 p.m. 9:51 p.m. 10:30 p.m.

High 1:20 a.m. 2:24 a.m. 3:21 a.m. 4:10 a.m
1:41 p.m. 2:40 p.m. 3:33 p.m. 4:21 p.m.

See SUIT  Page 8A

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health Department announced Thursday 

two more residents have died from complications associated with 
COVID-19, bringing the county’s death toll to 19.

In a release, the county said both deaths occurred Thursday, and 
both were individuals in their 70s with preexisting health conditions. 
To protect the families’ privacy, no additional information about the 

patients will be released. 
“The Health Department extends their 

deepest sympathies to the family and 
loved ones of these residents,” Health 

Director Stephanie Cannon 
said in the release. “Carteret 
County, like many parts of 
NC and the US, continues 

to see high levels of com-
munity transmission 

of COVID-19. We 
know this virus can 
be very serious and 

deadly and 
we en-

cour-
age 
the 

public to take the necessary steps to protect their family and friends 
as they gather during the Thanksgiving holiday.”

Ms. Cannon went on to say there are steps residents can take to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus, including keeping holiday 
gatherings small and outdoors, wearing face masks when around 
others, staying home when sick, washing hands often and consider-
ing getting tested before spending time with family and friends. 

12 confirmed COVID-19 cases from schools

The county added 12 more confi rmed COVID-19 cases to its 
overall count Thursday, bringing the total to 1,659 cases confi rmed 
in Carteret County since the onset of the pandemic.

The number of active cases declined slightly Thursday, from 243 
reported Wednesday down to 236 active cases. A reported 1,416 
people have recovered from the disease caused by the novel corona-
virus.

County health offi cials also announced Thursday two more resi-
dents died from complications related to COVID-19, for 19 con-
fi rmed deaths, to date.  

The number of patients hospitalized at Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City decreased to three Thursday, down from nine hospi-
talizations reported the previous day.

The Carteret County public school system reported four addi-
tional COVID-19 cases Thursday, for 56 overall cases connected to 
schools. The newest cases were reported at Croatan High, Beaufort 
Elementary, East Carteret High and Morehead City Primary schools.  

Health officials report 2 COVID-19 deaths Thursday

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

State offi cials are being taken to civil 
court again by another recreational fi shing 
group. 

The Coastal Conservation Association 
of North Carolina, the local chapter of an 
interstate recreational fi shing and conser-
vation nonprofi t that advocates “sound 
management of public trust marine and 
estuarine resources,” fi led a civil complaint 
Nov. 10 in Wake County Superior Court 
against the state of North Carolina. 

According to a press release from CCA-
NC, the suit is based on state offi cials’ 
“long-standing, public trust responsibilities 
to manage coastal fi sh stocks in a way that 
protects the public trust rights of the public, 
as incorporated in the North Carolina con-
stitution, to fi sh in North Carolina’s coastal 
waters.” These include the coastal waters of 
Carteret County. 

“The state has failed to meet that legal 
duty,” CCA-NC said, “instead allowing 
for-profi t exploitation of coastal fi sheries 
resources by fewer than 7,000 citizens to 

supplant the public rights of 11 million 
citizens to use coastal fi sheries resources.” 

The fi ling comes shortly after a different 
recreational fi shing group, the N.C. Coastal 
Fisheries Reform Group, voluntarily 
dismissed Nov. 6 its claim against the N.C. 
Division of Marine Fisheries in a civil suit 
fi led with the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of North Carolina. 

The reform group previously alleged the 
DMF was violating the federal Clean Water 
Act in its management of shrimp trawling. 
While the claim against the division was 
dismissed, the group maintained its claim 
against several trawling companies also 
named in the suit. 

CCA-NC, meanwhile, alleges in its own 
civil suit state offi cials have mismanaged 
coastal fi sheries resources, leading to the 
“demise of several specifi c fi sh stocks his-
torically signifi cant to the fi shing public.” 

“Stocks in multiple fi sh species like river 
herring, Southern fl ounder, striped bass, 
spot, croaker and weakfi sh have declined 
precipitously since the late 1980’s, with 

Coming in the Nov. 25 News-Times:
County elementary school students share their recipes

on how to cook a turkey!

Groupfilescivilsuitagainst
stateoverfisheriesmanagement

A trawler cruises through the waters near Pivers Island in this fi le photo. A nonprofi t group has fi led 
a civil suit against the state of North Carolina over fi sheries management. (Mike Shutak photo)

‘The state has failed’
BEAUFORT

Carteret recounts 
Nov. 3 race; 
protest hearing 
set for Monday
BY JACKIE STARKEY

NEWS-TIMES

Elections workers, garbed in masks, 
reported once more for the 2020 election 
cycle Friday to conduct a full recount of 

Carteret County’s nearly 43,000 General 
Election ballots. 

The statewide re-
count was requested by 
incumbent N.C. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Cheri 
Beasley, who as of this 
week was trailing Republican Paul Newby by 
409 of more than 2.6 million votes cast in the 
Nov. 3 race.

To conduct the recount, the County Board 
of Elections brought poll workers back to the 
offi ce at 1702 Live Oak St. in Beaufort Friday 
morning, where they split up by precinct or 
one-stop early voting location, retrieved the 
ballots boxes, reopened the polls and fed the 
county’s 42,848 ballots back into the ma-
chines.

The recount was still underway by press-
time. 

“It looks chaotic, but it’s not,” BOE Chair-
person Susie Cuthrell said Friday amid the 

Poll Worker Sarah Tootle feeds ballots into a DS200 
tabulator at the Board of Elections in Beaufort Friday as 
the county held its recount in the Nov. 3 race for N.C. 
Supreme Court chief justice.  (Jackie Starkey photo)

Election 2020
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