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POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
NCHSAA’s decision to push 

fall prep sports?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

BEAUFORT

School employees’ children 
policy draws criticism

A decision by Carteret Coun-
ty Schools offi cials that allows 
teachers to have their children 
in classrooms four days a week 
is getting mixed reviews from 
the general public and other 
parents who are only allowed 
to have their children in class-
rooms two days a week due to 
coronavirus pandemic restric-
tions.

Under the reopening plan, 
students are to attend classes 
two days a week, with the other 
three days taught remotely. The 
2020-21 academic year begins 
Monday.

According to a portion of 
the post published Tuesday on 
the school system’s Facebook 
page, “...Many of the school 
system employees have school-
aged children.

BEAUFORT

See CCC  Page 4A

MOREHEAD CITY

CARTERET COUNTY

Confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
reached 400 in Carteret County 
Thursday, with 74 of those 
cases reportedly active.

County offi cials said in the 
Thursday COVID-19 update 
that due to an error in the state 
system that reports positive 
results to the county, fi ve posi-
tive cases reported Wednes-
day have been removed. With 
the error taken into account, 
Wednesday’s revised number 
of COVID-19 cases is 392 
rather than 397 as previously 
reported.  

Eight additional cases were 
confi rmed Thursday for the new 
overall total of 400. The death 
toll remains at six, while the 
number of people who have 
recovered from the disease 
caused by the novel coronavi-
rus stands at 320. 

County reports 8 new 
COVID-19 cases, 400 total
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CAPE CARTERET

Town commissioners voted 
3-2 Thursday night to place a 
$1.2 million bond referendum 
to fund construction of the 
remaining sections of the Cape 
Carteret Trail on the Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 general election ballot.

The board, during a spe-
cial meeting conducted on the 
GoToMeeting videoconference 
platform, didn’t need to hold a 
public hearing since that had 
been done Monday night dur-
ing the board’s regular meet-
ing, conducted online and in 
person in town hall, with limited 
access because of the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

Commissioners put bond 
referendum on 2020 ballot

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As students prepare to start 
the 2020 fall semester Monday 
at Carteret Community College, 
offi cials say they are feeling 
the effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic on enrollment.

As of Thursday, fi gures show 
a 9% drop in curriculum student 
enrollment compared to fall 
2019. Student enrollment was at 
4,066, compared to 4,455 for the 
2019 fall semester.

CCC Director of Enrollment 
Services Tammi Coble said 
Thursday several factors have 
contributed to the decline, but 
one of the main issues is related 
to parents struggling with child-
care issues.

“Many of our students (with 
children) were waiting to hear 
what the public schools were 
doing,” she said. “One of the 
main issues has been the avail-
ability of childcare. That has 
been a big factor.”

Beda Ward of Beaufort, who 
has a 3-year-old in the Head 
Start program, agreed availabil-
ity of childcare is a big issue.

“At Head Start, they are do-
ing two weeks in school and two 
weeks online,” she said. “Trying 
to get her into childcare has 
been very diffi cult. I was strug-
gling to even fi nd a babysitter 

CCC to open with enrollment drop, added safety measures

because of COVID. I fi nally 
found someone.”

Ms. Coble said college staff 
are reaching out to students to 
fi nd out what they need to return 
to college.

“We are calling individual 
students so we can work with 
them,” she said.

Ms. Coble added CCC stu-
dents can receive help through 
funds provided to the college 
through the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security 
Act. CCC received more than 
$387,423 from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education for direct 
student aid through the CARES 
Act. As of Thursday, $156,574 
had been distributed to students 
struggling with the economic 
downturn.

Ms. Ward was one of the 
students who received help with 
CARES Act funds.

“It’s making it a lot easier for 
me,” she said.

Students who are attending 
courses on campus and affected 
by the pandemic may be able 
to receive help with expenses 
related to childcare, technology, 

Carteret Community College receptionist Tanya Farrar checks her tempera-
ture Thursday with one of four Temperature Verifi cation Kiosks installed in 
campus buildings in preparation for students returning to classes Monday. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

health care, food, housing or 
course materials.

Students who have not ap-
plied can still do so. Visit the 
CARES Act link on the college’s 
website to complete the applica-
tion and submit it to the fi nancial 
aid offi ce.

Students returning this fall 
will fi nd a different environ-
ment. Curriculum classes will be 
offered face to face, hybrid, syn-
chronously and online, depen-
dent on the subject matter. CCC 
President Dr. Tracy Mancini said 
the goal is to provide students 
with multiple options to stay 
engaged in their education.

Another goal is the safety of 
those on campus, according to 
Dr. Mancini.

“The college’s fi rst priority 
this year is ensuring the health, 
safety and academic success of 
students as we adapt to the chal-
lenges posed by COVID-19,” 
she said.

Four Temperature Verifi ca-
tion Kiosks have been installed 
in high-traffi c campus buildings 
that will be used to check the 
temperature of individuals enter-
ing campus buildings. Those 
with fever will be asked to leave 
campus and contact their physi-
cians.

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As an estimated 8,000 Carteret 
County students prepare to report 
Monday for the fi rst day of the 2020-21 
academic year, it will be an opening day 
like none seen before due to coronavirus 
pandemic restrictions.

Many students will attend classes 
under a hybrid plan that involves pupils 
attending on site two days a week, with 
remote learning three days a week.

An estimated 30% will attend through 
total remote learning, according to Su-
perintendent Dr. Rob Jackson who will 
oversee his fi rst school opening in the 
county. He began his new post July 1.

“We’re estimating right now that 
about 70 percent will attend under the 
hybrid option,” he said, adding that fi nal 
enrollment fi gures aren’t yet available as 
registration continues.

Under the plan, approved by the 
Carteret County Board of Education 
July 22, students will alternate in-person 
days each week. Students, prekindergar-
ten through grade 12, will be assigned a 
cohort, A or B.

The two groups will alternate days, 
with cohort A attending onsite Monday 
and Tuesday with cohort B at home with 
remote learning. Wednesday will be a 
remote learning day for all students and 
a teacher planning and conference day. 
Thursday and Friday, cohort B will at-
tend onsite, with cohort A students doing 
remote learning.

As of Thursday, there were 589 teach-
ers employed with the county school 
system, with hiring still underway to fi ll 
vacancies. The number of vacancies was 
not provided by presstime. In addition, 
the percentage of teachers who were 
doing remote teaching only was not 
provided. 

Dr. Jackson praised administrators, 
teachers, staff and families for their per-
severance to get the school year under-
way in a diffi cult time.

“We’re extremely thankful for the 
hard work of our employees in getting 
schools ready in such an unusual year,” 
he said. “We appreciate the grace and 
understanding of our parents and fami-
lies as we operate in a very new way. 

Studentswillreportto
classMondayunder
hybridreopeningplanHeaded back

West Carteret High School teacher assistant Janie Fleming demonstrates a temperature check on senior 
Sydney Eure as the two participate in an educational video Tuesday that was posted to the school’s web-
site to prepare students for Monday’s opening day of the 2020-21 academic year. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Director appeals for patience as school buses 
return to roads with new safety guidelines
BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County Schools 
Transportation Director 
Harry Brooks had a simple 
message for parents and mo-
torists as buses prepare to 
hit the roads Monday for the 
opening day of the 2020-21 
academic year: “Be patient. 
Be patient. Be patient.”

Thursday, Mr. Brooks said 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, there will be many 
new safety procedures as 
students enter and exit buses, 
which will cause delays at 
bus stops. Plus, there will be 
stringent cleaning guidelines 
between bus runs.

“This is a work in prog-
ress and we’re learning as 
we go,” he said.

Parents will be required 
to wait with elementary-
age children in the event a 
student is running a fever, 
according to Morehead City 
Primary School nurse Susan 
Wainwright.

“If a student is running a 
temperature of 100.4, they 
will not be allowed to enter 
a bus, so the parent needs 
to be with them in the event 
they can’t get on the bus and 
must go back home,” Ms. 
Wainright said.

Once a bus driver fi nishes 
runs in the mornings and 
afternoons, custodial or 
maintenance staff, as well 
as some drivers, will clean 
buses in one of two ways.

Most will be cleaned us-

ing specialized fogging ma-
chines purchased with fed-
eral Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security Act 
funds. Those cleaning buses 
will be dressed in personal 
protective equipment.

Drivers who take their 
buses home at night have 
been issued cleaning sup-
plies to scrub their buses 
after the evening runs.

Buses will only be al-
lowed to transport up to 24 
students because of social 
distancing restrictions, 
which means some schools 
will have more bus runs. 
That, plus turnover of per-
sonnel, has led to a driver 
shortage.

See Open  Page 4A

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4B&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=8b60a9e7-7f5c-50b1-8588-4739ff702418

