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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Joseph Elkins Jr., Newport

Carol Pollock, Newport
Minnie Pittman, Merrimon

Geraldine Campbell, Beaufort
Frances Clements, Newport
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EI residents push for safer beaches
Donors outfit beachgoers with life jacketsBY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — A 
town resident has started an 
effort to get people and busi-
nesses to donate new and gen-
tly used life jackets that can be 
loaned out to beachgoers. The 
move comes in in the wake of 
four drownings off the town’s 
strand earlier this year.

Susie Van Guilder, who in 
June organized, raised money 

for and put on an event to 
thank surfers and town life-
guards for their efforts to save 
struggling swimmers, met 
Thursday to discuss the idea 
with Capt. Bill Mathias of the 
town’s fire department, which 
runs the lifeguard program. 
She got the go-ahead.

The town has for the past 
year or so had some life jackets 
– kept at the lifeguard stands 
– available for use by swim-

mers. But Ms. Van Guilder 
said the idea is to eventual-
ly have many more of them 
available.

A mother and teacher who 
also runs the Emerald Isle 
Community Site Facebook 
page, Ms. Van Guilder got the 
idea from Town Commissioner 
Jim Normile, who about a 

month ago, along with his 
wife, Elaine, purchased life 
jackets, lumber and hardware 
to provide free, loaner youth 
life jackets.

He installed a “tree” to hold 
the jackets at the 6th Street 
beach access near his home to 
test the concept. One month 
after starting, Mr. Normile said 

Thursday the test has been a 
success, as parents have been 
picking up the jackets for their 
children and returning them.

“The ones for the very 
young children, maybe ages 5-
9, up to about 100 pounds, are 
being used a lot, and the ones 
for teenagers are being used 
some,” he said. “The adult 

one hasn’t been used I don’t 
think.”

He said he’s encouraged 
and is supportive of Ms. Van 
Guilder’s new effort.

“At the end of the (tour-
ism) season, we (town offi-
cials) always get together 

See Safer / Page 5A

OYSTER ALLIANCE
Scientist, fisherman team up 
to restore shellfish habitat

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL 
SHORES — Town offi-
cials fined two homeown-
ers $10,000 for an envi-
ronmental protection ordi-
nance violation. 

The board of commis-
sioners met for a special 
meeting Wednesday at the 
town hall boardroom at 
100 Municipal Circle to 
hear an appeal by Chet and 
Rhonda Osterhoudt of a 
notice of violation. 

The Osterhoudts had 

been fined $10,000, the 
maximum amount allowed 
by state law, April 23 for 
removing of vegetation 
from the frontal dune on 
their adjacent oceanfront 
lots at 589 and 591 Forest 
Dunes Drive and perform-
ing other land-disturbance 
activities without a permit.

After hearing testimo-
ny from the Osterhoudts, 
other residents, a drone 
photography business 
owner and town officials, 
the board deliberated and 
unanimously affirmed 

Town Manager Brian 
Kramer’s decision to fine 
the Osterhoudts $10,000.  

Commissioner Clark 
Edwards recused himself 
before the proceedings 
began, citing prior knowl-
edge of the incident. 

Commissioner Bill 
Knecht also disclosed he’s 
chairman of the Beacons 
Reach Homeowners’ 
Association, which regu-
lates in the development 
the homes are located in. 

PKS board upholds $10K
fine against homeowners

David “Clammerhead” Cessna, a lifelong commercial fisherman and vice president of Sandbar Oyster Co., 
examines oyster spat growth on an “oyster catcher” placed in the Newport River, where the company has sev-
eral leases for growing oysters and testing a new oyster substrate.  (Elise Clouser photo)

David Cessna shows off a Wild Pony variety of oyster 
grown in the Newport River. (Elise Clouser photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — In the 
face of a changing coastal 
environment, a local scien-
tist-fisherman duo is working 
to help restore oyster popu-
lations in Carteret County 
waters. 

Dr. Niels Lindquist, 
a researcher at the UNC 
Institute of Marine Science, 

and David “Clammerhead” 
Cessna, a longtime commer-
cial fisherman, are business 
partners who have created a 
new, biodegradable material 
to grow oysters. Although 
they come from different 
backgrounds, the two share a 
passion for oysters and pro-
tecting and restoring natural 
ecosystems.

This aerial photo submitted to the town as evidence shows previous clearing of trees 
and vegetation from the frontal dune at 589 and 591 Forest Dunes Drive in Pine Knoll 
Shores earlier this year. (Crystal Coast Aerials photo)

UNC-IMS
student 
explores
shark 
species
Studies food, 
ecosystem

Airport
mulls
security
upgrades
Panel talks entry
cards, enforcement

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Members of the Carteret 
County-Beaufort Airport 
Authority discussed more 
stringent enforcement to 
keep runways clear dur-
ing their Tuesday evening 
regular session at the airport 
administration building. 

Airport Manager Renee 
Rogers broached the topic 
with authority members by 
detailing an ongoing issue 
with certain pilots who 
drive vehicles in restrict-
ed areas of the Michael J. 
Smith Field Airport. 

“Powered gliders, or 
whatever we want to call 
them,” Ms. Rogers said. 
“We’ve had a lot of issues 
with them in the past. If you 
recall, at last month’s meet-
ing we made a decision, the 
board requested I contact 
members of the club and 
let them know they are no 
longer to be driving on the 
taxiway…they are to park 
over here on the grass next 
to the (administration build-
ing).” 

In updating the authority, 
Ms. Rogers said there was 
a recent incident in which 
pilots parked where they 
weren’t supposed to. 

“Early, early, early 
(Monday) morning, we 
were notified that some-
body was out there parked 
on the apron/taxiway,” 
Ms. Rogers said, adding 
that they were blocking 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— This week is Shark 
Week 2019, and at the 
UNC Institute of Marine 
Sciences, one Ph.D. stu-
dent has been studying 
local shark species. 

Shark Week is 
named for a TV event 
the Discovery Channel 
holds each year. Since 
1988, Discovery Channel 
dedicates a week to 
shark-based programs. 
Meanwhile, in Morehead 
City, Ph.D. student Jeff 
Plumlee is conduct-
ing research into spe-
cies of sharks that make 
their home off the North 
Carolina coast, what they 
eat and their place in the 
local ecosystem. 

Mr. Plumlee came to 
UNC-IMS in May, with 
the goal of graduating 
in 2022 or 2023. But 
before he came here from 
Texas A&M University, 
he’d already been study-
ing marine life. Now, 
Mr. Plumlee is working 
on research into where 
sharks are found and their 
diet. 

“I love fish, including 
sharks, and I think they’re 
really neat,” Mr. Plumlee 
said in an email to the 
News-Times. “One thing 
I really like about sharks 
is that they’ve been rela-
tively unchanged through 
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