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T deland News

Swansboro Town Hall 
will be closed on Friday, 
April 19, in observance 
of the Easter Holiday. 
Town Hall will be open on 
Monday, April 22.

The Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Center will also 
be closed on Friday, April 19, 
but will operate as usual on 
Saturday. April 20.

Onslow County offices 
will be closed on Good 
Friday, April 19.

The county’s landfill 
collection sites will also be 
closed on April 19, but oper-
ate as usual on April 20.

Swansboro’s ABC Store 
will not close for the Easter 
Holiday, nor will area banks.

Credit unions will be 
closed on Friday, April 19, in 
observance of the holiday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will not close for the 
holiday.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will close on Friday, 
April 19, but will reopen on 
Saturday.

However, the library will 
be closed April 22-27 to 
allow for the installation of 
new carpet.

Holiday 

closings

By Jimmy Williams

With April Clark serving as governor of 
Rotary International District 7730, Swansboro 
has been accorded the singular honor of host-
ing a Rotary District 
Conference, April 25-28.

Clark, who lives in 
Swansboro with her hus-
band Jeff, is a member of 
the Jacksonville Rotary 
Club. The district she rep-
resents encompasses mid-
coastal North Carolina. 

Rotary districts convene 
conferences annually at the 
district level so that club 
members can learn about 
what’s happening in Rotary 
and their district and meet 
other Rotarians in the area, 
according to Clark.

The opportunity to host 
the convention is wel-
comed by Brandon Sewell, 
Swansboro Rotary Club 
president.

“We are more than 
excited that the Rotary 
District Conference is com-
ing to Swansboro,” he said. 
“To be the host site for the entire district is a 
tremendous honor for our Club.”

Known as one of the most active clubs 
in the district, Swansboro is probably most 

famous for its ability to serve great food 
– think of the annual Rotary Club Oyster Roast 
and Pre-Easter Pig-out – to large groups of 
folks. Conference visitors will get the chance 
to experience that, according to Sewell.

“On Friday night our 
club will cook and serve 
a Low Country Boil to 
make sure Rotarians from 
all over Eastern North 
Carolina get the proper 
welcome to ‘The Friendly 
City by the Sea,’” he said.

Not only that, Sewell 
said he is looking forward 
to the chance to show off 
all his hometown has to 
offer.

“What better place to 
host a destination confer-
ence than right here in 
Swansboro?” he noted. 
“We can’t thank District 
Governor April Clark 
and her team enough for 
choosing our Rotary Civic 
Center as the site for this 
year’s event.”

The conferences, which 
usually lasts one to two 
days, includes:

• A visit from the president’s representative, 
who gives an update on Rotary International 

Swansboro is site 

of Rotary event

Commentary
Imperfect 

humans, 

sometimes, 

just lucky

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy on Saturday 
and cloudy on Sunday, 
with highs in the low-70s, 
lows in the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Kathleen White, a stu-
dent in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

By Barry Fetzer

We are a flawed species we 
Homo sapiens, are we not? We 
act before we think and say 
things we ought not to say and 
tweet things we ought not to 
write. We fail far too often to 
engage our brains before put-
ting our mouths in gear, not car-
ing less how much we can hurt 
with our words. We habitually 
allow our emotions to control 
our lives rather than us our 
emotions. We think of ourselves 
too much and others too little. 
We’re selfish. We’re unkind. 
We’re skilled at being the pro-
verbial “pot calling the kettle 
black” judging others while 
blind to our own faults.

“We,” as the Methodist 
Church prayer for forgiveness 
recites, “break God’s law, rebel 
against his love, do not love our 
neighbors, and do not hear the 
cry of the needy.”

But amongst our many fail-
ures and faults, there are also 
sacred, Godly sparks in each of 
us. We are, after all, created in 
God’s image.

One of those sacred sparks, 
blessedly, must be pure, unadul-
terated luck. With all our imper-
fections, we should have by 
now blown ourselves back to 
pre-creation or, if not that far 
back, at least “back to the Stone 
Age” as U.S. Air Force General 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter!
Suspect in Hubert murder is taken into custody, Page 3

Swansboro High School presents musical ‘Godspell,’ Page 11

Easter

(See LUCK, page �)

(See ROTARY, page �)

Two-year-old Olson Vick of Newport takes a turn 
in a kayak during the Touch-A-Truck event at the 
Swansboro Recreation Center on Saturday, April 13. 
Olson was among the more-than-1,300 folks to attend 
the day-long event. “The sixth annual Touch-A-Truck 

was a huge success,” said Jamie Botinovich, interim 
parks and recreation director. The event allowed folks 
of all ages a chance to become familiar with the dozens 
of vehicles – as well as the boats – that were on display. 
(Rulon photo)

Touch-A-Truck and a kayak, too

Town 

OKs 

USMC 

plans
Urban 

training 

with air 

support
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro will be the site 
of military training exercises on 
May 14 and 15. The focus of the 
exercise will be coordinating air 
support in an urban setting.

Capt. Peter Birkeland briefed 
town commissioners on the 
upcoming exercises at the April 
9 meeting of the board of com-
missioners.

Birkeland represents 2d Air 
Naval Gunfire Liaison Company 
from Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune. ANGLICO person-
nel along with NATO team 
members from the UK, Canada, 
Norway, France and Holland 
will be participating in the 
exercise. The exercise will also 
involve rotary and fixed-wing 
aircraft from Marine Corps Air 
Station New River and Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 
respectively.

Jon Barlow, interim town 
manager, introduced Birkeland.

“Military training around 
Swansboro is nothing new,” 
Barlow told the panel. He then 
turned the presentation over the 
Birkeland.

The exercise will involve 
personnel in unmarked vehicles 
traveling through Swansboro 
being in contact with helicopters 

April Clark

(See MILITARY, page �)

“Swansboro Goes to 
the Farm,” an event to ben-
efit the Swansboro Historical 
Association, will take place on 
Saturday, April 27, from 2 until 
5 p.m. at the Sanders Farm in 
Bear Creek.

A barbecue at Sanders Social 
Club will follow a tour of the 
house, pack house and antique 
farm equipment.

Tickets are available online 
at www.SwansboroHistoricSite.
org and at Through the Looking 
Glass and Salt Marsh Cottage, 
businesses on Front Street in 
Swansboro.

For information call Cyndi 
Schachter at (910) 330-8542.

SHA at farm
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