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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Show Us Your Mask
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Sunday 
Oct. 25

Monday
Oct. 26

Tuesday 
Oct. 27

Wednesday 
Oct. 28

Low 9:54 a.m. 10:56 a.m. 11:48 a.m. 12:13 a.m.
10:47 p.m. 11:34 p.m. -------- 12:34 p.m.

High 3:54 a.m. 4:52 a.m. 5:42 a.m. 6:24 p.m
4:19 p.m. 5:13 p.m. 5:59 p.m. 6:39 p.m.

POLL 
QUESTION

How are you currently 
attending church?

A) In-person
B) Virtually

C) I do not attend

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? CARTERET COUNTY

Hubert Littleton, Newport
John Gooden Jr., Morehead City
Nancy Willis, Pascagoula, Miss.
James Fathauer, Emerald Isle

James Porter, Havelock
Justin Cote, Pine Knoll Shores

EMERALD ISLE

STAFF REPORT
Carteret County Sheriff Asa 

Buck announced Wednesday 
the release of the organization’s 
new smartphone app, which 
his offi ce says will serve as a 
new way for the sheriff’s offi ce 
to connect with residents and 
visitors, providing information 
quickly to smartphone users.

According to a release, the 
CCSO app was developed by 
TheSheriffApp.com and is avail-
able for free download in the 
App Store and Google Play by 
searching “Carteret Sheriff NC.” 

The app offers quick access 
to items of public interest. Users 
can view community outreach 
information, provide comments 
and feedback, view contact in-
formation, submit a tip, search 
and view jail information and 
local inmates, receive emer-
gency alert notifi cations, search 
sex offenders in the area, view 
the list of Carteret County’s 
most wanted, connect to social 
media, read the latest news 
and fi nd out about upcoming 
events. 

CARTERET COUNTY

Sheriff’s Office 
launches mobile app

Carteret County tourism 
revenue continued to soar in 
August, on the heels of an all-
time, one-month record for oc-
cupancy tax collections in July.

In an email Friday, Greg 
Rudolph, head of the County 
Shore Protection Offi ce, said 
occupancy tax collections in Au-
gust totaled $1,830,611, a 17% 
increase compared to the same 
month in 2019.

“It reminds you of the quote, 
‘It’s surprising, but I’m not 
surprised,’” Mr. Rudolph said, 
given the July fi gures. “(It) rep-
resents (an) all-time record for 
that particular month.”

County records best August  
for occupancy tax revenues See SCHOOL  Page 4A
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Show Us Your Mask

Students express themselves 
with mask competition

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Emerald Isle is unlikely to 
reopen its administration build-
ing – closed now for nearly two 
weeks since an employee tested 
positive for COVID-19 – any-
time soon.

Town Manager Matt Zapp 
said Wednesday he and other of-
fi cials have been monitoring the 
number of cases in the area, and 
don’t think it would be prudent 
to reopen the building to the 
public.

“We’re really back about 
where we were in numbers at 

the beginning of this whole 
thing,” he said of virus cases. 
“For the safety of the employees 
and the public, we’re going to 
keep the administration building 
closed for the time being.”

Some town employees who 
were potentially exposed are 
still quarantining and working 
at home, Mr. Zapp said, but he 
doesn’t believe there has been 
any interruption or decline in the 
services provided to residents 
and property owners.

In fact, Mr. Zapp said, like 
many businesses, Emerald 
Isle is fi nding it can be just as 

effi cient with the doors closed. 
Some staffers are in the admin-
istration building during the 
workweek, completing on-site 
tasks. 

As long as the novel coro-
navirus is still present in large 
numbers, Mr. Zapp said. “We 
just think it’s prudent for us to 
continue doing things this way, 
for now.”

The town’s two fi re stations 
and the police department have 
remained closed to the public 
since the pandemic began affect-
ing the area in March and will 

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

It was like the opening of a new school 
year Monday at Carteret County public 
elementary schools as students reported for 
full-time, in-person instruction for the 2020-
21 academic year.

Elementary students had been attending 
on a hybrid schedule of two days in school 
and three days virtual, or totally virtual, 
since schools opened Aug. 17 due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Parents still have the 
option to allow their students learn remotely.

Middle schools and high schools continue 
on a hybrid schedule.

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said 
Tuesday the return of all elementary 
students to classrooms appeared to go 
smoothly.

“Our school employees worked hard to 
prepare for a smooth transition and to ensure 
the health and safety of our students and em-
ployees remains at the forefront of all plan-
ning,” he said. “I spent time yesterday in 
elementary schools and was very impressed 

with the safety practices that continue to be 
in place and with the level of instruction that 
is taking place.”

He said as of Monday, 85% of elementary 
students are attending in person, with 15% 
attending virtually. Teachers are now desig-
nated to one type of instruction, in-person or 
virtual.

Dr. Jackson added that the school district 
had enrolled 42 new students since announc-
ing Oct. 6 that elementary schools would re-
turn to fi ve-day, in-person instruction. Some 
of the new students were in elementary 
schools, while others were added at middle 
schools and high schools, as well.

Bus routes had to be adjusted to accom-
modate the changes, and Dr. Jackson said 
bus drivers seemed to do well.

“Bus drivers did an excellent job with the 
new routes as more students attended school 
together,” he said.

 Bogue Sound Elementary School parent 
Erin Meeks said she was glad to get her two 
children back in class fi ve days a week.

“I work, so I had to put them in day camp 

on the virtual days,” she said. “It was a 
struggle and diffi cult to stay on top of ev-
erything. I’m excited for my kids to be back 
in school with their friends. I’m concerned 
for their safety, but I feel like the schools 
have done a wonderful job keeping our kids 
safe.”

BSES fourth-grader Kurt Baker said he 
was excited to be back in class full time.

“I feel good about it because I get to be 
with everybody and I don’t have to do the 
virtual stuff. It was very frustrating for me,” 
he said.

BSES reading specialist Kathleen Mc-
Mannen said she was glad to get students 
back in school, as well.

“I feel like we’re being very cautious to 
make sure we are all safe as possible,” she 
said. “There are just certain grade levels, 
especially the younger grades, where I’m 
concerned about these kids missing so much 
in-person instruction. 

“First, we had kids miss because of 

Administration building to remain closed indefinitely

A sign on the door of the Emerald 
Isle Administration Building informs 
visitors the facility is closed to the 
public. (Brad Rich photo)

Elementary students return to full-time, in-person instruction 

Bogue Sound Elementary 
School students report 
to classrooms Monday, 
which was the fi rst day of 
full-time, in-person instruc-
tion in Carteret County 
public elementary schools. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)
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Bogue Sound Elementary 
School students report 
to classrooms Monday, 
which was the fi rst day of 
full-time, in-person instruc-
tion in Carteret County 
public elementary schools. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)
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