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The Carteret County Board 
of Education made official a 
previous vote to not admit a 
freshman class at the Marine 
Science and Technologies 
Early College High School for 
the 2021-22 academic year.

During its April 13 meeting, 
the school board approved 
amendments to its memoran-
dum of understanding with 
Carteret Community College 
to that effect. There was no 
discussion on the matter be-
cause it was approved along 
with other measures under the 
board’s consent agenda.

The amendments reflect ac-
tion taken by the board during 
a special meeting in March. 
At that meeting, the board, 
citing concern over not having 
recurring state funds for the 
school’s operation, voted to 
transition MaST from a school 
into a program, but allow 
students already attending to 
continue until they graduate. 
With the most recent action, 
there will be no more fresh-
man classes admitted as the 
school winds down.

The March action is among 
several things done by the 
school board that has frus-
trated some parents, prompt-
ing them to take legal action 
against the panel for not al-
lowing children to enroll in the 
school. At the March meeting, 
the attorney representing the 
parents, Stacey Gahagan of 
Raleigh, said she was pursuing 
further legal action. She could 
not be immediately reached 
for comment regarding the 
amended MOU.

The amendments are to 
a MOU between the school 
board and CCC approved 
Aug. 4, 2020, for the opera-
tion of MaST.

The first amendment states 
there will be no ninth grade 
class recruited or enrolled at 
MaST for the 2021-22 school 
year. The second amendment 
states additional students, if 
qualified, will be admitted 
into the existing MaST classes, 
“one of which is expected to 
graduate in 2022 and the 
second of which is expected to 
graduate in 2023.”

The agreement states the 
board requested the amend-
ment “to give its staff and the 
College sufficient time to study 
and potentially propose a plan 
that will include opportunities 
for high school students to be 
dual enrolled in vocational 
courses of study with a par-
ticular goal that the students, 
upon graduation from the 
College, are well trained and 
well prepared to enter the 
Carteret County workforce in 
good paying jobs.”

The document also calls for 
the board and college to “as-
semble administrative teams to 
plan for increased opportuni-
ties for high school students to 
be dual enrolled in vocational 
disciplines.”

School board 
OKs changes 
to MaST: No 
freshman class

See ABUSE Page 6A
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Lois Hutchison, Morehead City
Everett Cox Jr., Stuart, Fla.
Mary Grady, Emerald Isle
Henry Stephens, Cape Carteret
Emmett Giesler, Newport
Thomas Arnold, Newport

Cecil Wilkerson Jr., Morehead 
City
John Cook, Newport
Carol Varga, Newport
Russell Wright, Newport

See KIRKMAN Page 2A

Occupancy Tax Collections
Month  2019  2020  2021
January 166,758 149,611 299,728*
February 153,976 159,825 232,390*
March 241,029 118,784
April  367,881 40,377
May 558,112 533,963

July 1,713,895 2,416,802*

September 609,741 1,000,631*
October 412,273 548,136*
November 240,881 401,504*

TOTAL 7,527,794 8,968,644*
*denotes record-high amount collected for that time frame

June 1,353,693 1,582,344

August 1,565,054 1,830,611*

December 144,501 186,056*

Carteret County

Carteret County
By the numbers

$66,612,674
Total Retail Collections in 2019

$67,213,920
Total Retail Collections in 2020

UP 110%
Real Estate Excise Tax from January 2020 to January 2021

2020 January - $113,824
2021 January - $239,771

UP 60%
Real Estate Excise Tax from February 2020 to February  2021

2020 February - $131,243 
2021 February - $210,742

UP 93%
Real Estate Excise Tax from March 2020 to March  2021

2020 March - $152,879
2021 March - $296,349

665,819
Total county acreage 

333,884
Total county water area

52%Percentage of county land  
that can be developed

An approximate, 150-acre track of state-owned land adjacent to the state port in Morehead City across 
from Gallants Channel presents possibilities for future economic development for Carteret County. (MIke 
McHugh photo)
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-TIMES

Don Kirkman has been around the block 
a time or two and likes what he sees happen-
ing in his adopted home county of Carteret. 
Carteret County’s outgoing 65-year old, eco-
nomic development director is “very bullish” 
on his county’s present and future economy.

Kirkman’s depth 
and breadth on eco-
nomic development is 
illustrated perfectly in 
his Linkedin profile. 
“Don Kirkman is an 
economic development 
professional with over 
30 years’ experience 
managing regional and 
local economic devel-
opment organizations 

in North Carolina, Florida and South Caro-
lina and providing economic development 
consulting services to economic development 
organizations and the communities they serve. 
Mr. Kirkman also has 10 years experience 
practicing law in New York City and North 
Carolina.”

Kirkman addressed the Swansboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce general membership 
Wednesday, Apr. 21 at the Hampton Inn & 
Suites. It was the first general membership 

Economicdevelopmentdirectorlikes
whatheseesonthehorizonforcounty

a bright future

Carteret County’s outgoing 65-year old, economic 
development director Don Kirkman discusses the 
county’s future at the Swansboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce general membership meeting. (Mike 
McHugh photo)

convened since February 2020. Kirkman 
was scheduled to share the dais at the March 
2020 meeting with his Onslow County 
counterpart, Mark Sutherland, but those 
plans were scuttled because of the pan-
demic.

During his 50-minute presentation, 
Kirkman provided members with histori-
cal data illustrating the county’s population 
growth from 1950 to present and projec-

tions into the next two decades. Carteret 
County’s 1950 population stood at 23,039 
residents, a third of where it stands today at 
69,473. Kirkman believes the county will 
see population growth once Interstate 42 is 
completed later this decade connecting the 
Raleigh area with Morehead City similar 
to New Hanover and Brunswick counties 

u To hear 
more about 
Carteret County’s 
economy, Don 
Kirkman will be 
on Coastal Day-
break on 107.1 
FM at 7 am 
Wednesday 

MOREHEAD CITY

See MAST Page 6A
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Reports of child abuse in 
Carteret County more than 
doubled in March compared to 
February, causing concern among 
county social services and health 
officials.

The County Department of 
Social Services received 66 child 
protective services reports in 
March, versus 28 in February. 
That number is also more than 
double the reports filed in March 
2020, when 31 were received.

With April recognized as 
National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, the matter was discussed 
during the April 12 County Con-
solidated Human Services Board 
meeting, held in the Department 
of Social Services building in 
Beaufort.

Board member Carol Ar-
mistead, who is also a psy-
chologist with Carteret County 
Schools, said, “I just know that 
during COVID there have been a 
lot more referrals.”

Consolidated Human Services 
Director Cindy Holman agreed 
there was a stark increase in 
March 2021, saying, “I am not 
sure why, but March and April 

are notoriously high reporting 
months for child abuse in our 
county and across the state. That 
seems to be a trend every year.”

She added that DSS tradition-
ally recognizes Child Abuse 
Awareness Month with several 
special events in April, but due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, of-
ficials cut back.

County workers did place 
pinwheels in front of the court-
house in Beaufort during a brief 
ceremony in early April. The 
pinwheel has become the symbol 
of child abuse prevention, and 
many businesses and agencies 
have placed them in front of their 
buildings.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, one in seven children have 
experienced child abuse and/or 
neglect in the past year, and this 
is likely an underestimate.

In 2020, Carteret County 
received 714 reports of child mal-
treatment, of which 493 reports 
were accepted for assessment 
and investigation. That was down 
from 2019, when DSS received 
837 reports, of which 572 were 
accepted for investigation. There 
are currently 75 children in foster 

Child abuse reports in county more than double in March

These pinwheels line the sidewalk in front of the Carteret County Court-
house in Beaufort April 13 in recognition of April being National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. (Cheryl Burke photo)

care in the county, the result of 
being taken from homes where 
abuse or neglect is reportedly 
suspected.

Many child social workers 
suspect there was a decline in 
reports of abuse in 2020 due to 
children being at home versus 
in school due to remote educa-
tion. Teachers and counselors 
are some of the the first to report 
alleged signs of abuse.

“Reporting from the school 
system has been less frequent 

than in years past, we imagine, 
because of COVID; however, we 
do continue to receive reports 
from our educational partners,” 
Ms. Holman said.

Child abuse and neglect are 
significant public health prob-
lems that can have lasting harm-
ful effects on its victims, and it’s 
up to everyone in the community 
to help prevent it, according to 
Ms. Holman.
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