
Be
co

m
e

a
su

bs
cr

ib
er

!

75¢

Saturday-Sunday, March 4-5, 2023 Vol. 112 - No19 Published Wednesday and Weekends

TIDES Saturday, March 4
Low:  12:13 pm 11:59 pm
High:  5:47 am  6:02 pm

Wednesday, March 8
Low:  1:54 am 2:17 pm
High:  8:05 am  8:23 pm

Tuesday, March 7
Low:  1:17 am 1:48 pm
High:  7:33 am  7:49 pm

Monday, March 6
Low:  12:39 am 1:18 pm
High:  7:00 am  7:15 pm

Sunday, March 5
Low:  ------- 12:47 pm
High:  6:25 am  6:40 pm

Coastal Living
Exhibit opens this weekend in 
Morehead City as part of Na-
tional Quilt Month, 1B

Sports
Zach Nally presents the Keep Pounding 
All-County Boys Basketball team, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

BEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

See REPORT Page 2A

CARTERET COUNTY

new rules will require flood history in real estate deals

See INCIDENT Page 2A

POST-PANDEMIC REPORT SHOWS SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN 
DROPOUTS, CRIME, SUSPENSIONS IN COUNTY SCHOOLS

bad behavior

Incident raises concerns about lgbtq safety in carteret county

by the numberstrash in america
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the united states has around 1,270 landfills, with about 330 landfills situated in the west.

1,270
292.4m
the united states generated 292.4 million tons of municipal solid waste88.1m

a significant increase of municipal solid waste of 88.1 million tons since 19601,270
the number of landfills in the u.s. has significantly decreased since 1990 from over 6,300 to under 1,270 landfills.63%
the united states is far behind leading european countries. austria and germany had the highest recycling rates worldwide with 63 percent1.23
tons per person per year of disposal in north carolina

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

A state report released March 1 shows a large 
spike in the number of criminal acts on county 
public school campuses in 2021-22, as well as an 
increase in students placed on suspension compared 
to the previous year.

There was also a jump in the number of county 
high school students drop-
ping out in 2021-22.

The county’s numbers 
refl ect a similar trend 
shown in many districts 
across the state and nation 
following historic disrup-
tions to education in the 
2019-20 and 2020-21 
school years during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The N.C. Department 
of Public Instruction 
(NCDPI) released the 
consolidated data report 
during the State Board of 
Education meeting in Raleigh.

County and state school leaders say the increases 
are related to students being out of classrooms 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, then transitioning 
back into classrooms in 2021-22 after two years of 
remote learning, altered schedules and isolation.

County Schools Chief Communications Offi cer 

Jennifer Johnson said in a statement, “It is important 
to remember that the 2020-21 school year was not 
a normal year of instruction and included A/B days 
and virtual choices for some students.”

Johnson continued that while Carteret County 
was able to keep many students in classrooms, 
comparing 2020-21 data to 2021-22 “isn’t optimal. 
We do recognize that COVID had a signifi cant 

impact on graduation 
rates, mental health and 
has certainly been a factor 
regarding discipline once 
all students returned to 
school, post-pandemic.”

As for what county 
schools are doing to 
remediate the increases, 
Superintendent Richie 
Paylor said, “We have 
hired at-risk coordina-
tors at each high school 
and have utilized ESSER 
(Elementary and Second-
ary School Emergency 

Relief Fund), a federal program administered by 
the Department of Education in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic money to bring on additional 
supports to address academic and mental health or 
behavioral concerns.”

school behaviorboiled down

The number of criminal or violent 
acts on Carteret County public school 

campuses more than doubled, 
increasing from 16 incidents in 

2020-21 to 38 in 2021-22

to16 38

88
Number of county high school 

students dropping out in 2021-
22, up from 63 in 2020-21. The 

county’s dropout rate is also above 
surrounding counties of Onslow and 

Craven counties1,058 
Number of county high school 

students placed on short-term (one 
to 10 days) suspension in 2021-22, 

compared to 219 in 2020-21

Possession of controlled substances 
was up 14% in 2021-22 compared 

to the pre-pandemic year of 2018-19

state14%
60%

Possession of a weapon (not including 
fi rearms or powerful explosives) 

jumped 60% from 2018-19 (30% 
from 2017-18)

Possession of a fi rearm or power-
ful explosive increased 30% from 

2018-19

30%

county

This sign at one of the entrances of West Carteret High School on Feb. 28 announces intentions to keep weapons and 
drugs off its campus. A state report released March 1 shows an increase in the county school system’s dropout rate, 
violent acts and number of students suspended in 2021-22. (Cheryl Burke photo)

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

A decorative millstone cast with a 
Bible scripture was anonymously left 
in front of a local bar that supports the 
LGBTQ community Tuesday, Feb. 28 
in Beaufort.

The concrete stone weighed several 
hundred pounds, was painted with 
rainbow colors and inscribed with the 
words “Luke 17:2,” a verse that refer-
ences throwing a person who leads chil-
dren astray into the sea with a millstone 
tied around their neck.

Cru Bar & Wine Store Manager Ash 
Harrell explained the incident appears 
to be a targeted attack that is being con-
sidered by employees as a death threat.

“We are taking it very personally,” 
Harrell said.

Harrell fi rst noticed the stone as she 
showed up for her shift around 2:30 
p.m. Tuesday.

After reviewing surveillance camera 
footage from the business, Harrell was 
able to determine the stone was actually 
delivered around 5:55 a.m. by two older 
men and women in an SUV.

“It took the two men with a moving 

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

Homebuyers will soon have a clearer un-
derstanding of fl ood risks and history when 
purchasing a property, thanks to new rules 
adopted by the N.C. Real Estate Commission 
(NCREC).

The change came after a petition was fi led 
in December by several groups, including the 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
and the North Carolina Justice Center, citing 
inadequate disclosure requirements in previous 
rulings.

While sellers already had to say if a prop-
erty is in a fl ood hazard zone and required 
insurance, the amendments will require 
disclosure of additional fl ood-related details.

Sellers will now have to share whether a 
property has fl ooded in the past, the num-
ber of times it has fl ooded, the amount of 
any fl ood damage insurance claim fi led and 
whether the property has fl ood insurance.

The disclosure statement must also indi-
cate if there is a FEMA elevation certifi cate 
for the property and if the property has 
received federal disaster fl ood assistance.

With fl ooding being one of the most com-
mon natural hazards in the state, Carteret 
County Association of Realtors President 
Gigi Robles believes the new requirements 
will provide an important piece of informa-
tion for future home buyers.

“While realtors are able to research fl ood 

“We’re taking aggressive 
steps to respond this year, 
and we’re seeking more 
resources for next year 
to provide students with 
the help that they need.”

- catherine truitt, state superintendent of public Instruction 

Flooding in Cedar Island during Hurricane Dorian. (File photo)

See HISTORY Page 2A
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