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T deland News

An article in last week’s 
Tideland News on the 
possible revision of the 
Swansboro noise ordinance 
contained an error.

The article indicated town 
commissioners expected to 
take up the matter at the Dec. 
11 meeting. Instead, com-
missioners are expected to 
consider a draft resolution at 
the Jan. 8 meeting.

We apologize for the mis-
understanding.

Article 

corrected

By Ann vonHoorn

In Swansboro, The Friendly City by the 
Sea, there lives a spirit of that friendliness.

Coleen Muth, among others, has become 
the combination of Mother Teresa, Martha 
Stewart and “Melanie” of “Gone with the 
Wind” fame. Her manner is gentle and calm.

Although her voice is a whisper due to an 
ongoing vocal condition, her eyes always meet 
you with a smile. Her handwritten notes, post-
cards and invitations to friends and neighbors 
remind one of earlier times before text messag-
ing, e-Vites and email.

She came on the “tide” of the U.S. Marine 
Corps service to Swansboro with her husband, 
John, or “Jack,” in 1991.

Her life as a wife of a lieutenant colonel, 
reaching out to wives of deployed Marines, 
gave her the experience of being a hostess to 
strangers in Italy, Hawaii and India.

Because Jack’s last assignments were at 
Camp Lejeune, the couple decided to stay 
and enjoy the small-town atmosphere of 
Swansboro.

After Jack passed away in 2009, Ms. Muth 
took on a new role in the town of Swansboro. 
She now uses her experience in entertaining 
and diplomacy to bring cheer to those who are 
housebound in town.

She organizes groups to visit those who 
cannot get out of their homes due to age, injury 
or disability. The purpose of these pilgrimages 
is simply to spread acts of kindness and the 
presentation of a little gift.

These visits are designed to remind the 

Gracious hostess 

represents town

Commentary

Aquariums 

join forces 

to oppose 

‘blasting’

75¢

Weekend Weather
Saturday’s forecast 

calls for rain but Sunday              
should be mostly sunny. 
Highs will be in the mid-
60s and lows will be in the 
low-40s.

Eva Vidal drew this 
week’s weather picture. 
She is a student in Ginger 
Pockette’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

By Tony LaCasse

The North Carolina 
Aquariums have joined a coali-
tion of major public aquariums 
that announced opposition to 
the federal government’s pend-
ing issuance of permits to allow 
repeated seismic blasting along 
the East Coast in search of off-
shore oil and gas.

Marine scientists are con-
cerned that the prolonged 
and extreme noise pollution 
introduced into already highly 
stressed ocean environments 
will disturb marine life from 
tiny plankton to commercially 
valuable fish stocks and even 
giant whales.

“As the nation’s aquari-

ums, it’s our duty to speak 
up in defense of our oceans. 
Now is not the time to move 
backwards,” said Vikki Spruill, 
President & CEO of the New 
England Aquarium. The 
Boston-based marine conserva-
tion organization has joined 
the National Aquarium in 
Baltimore, the Mystic Aquarium 
in Connecticut, the Virginia 
Aquarium & Marine Science 
Center, the North Carolina 
Aquariums and the New York 
Aquarium with its parent 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
in opposition to NOAA’s recent 
affirmation of the sound blast-
ing program from Delaware 

In the Tideland ...
State lawmakers seek to eliminate two grant programs, Page 3

Swansboro man fondly recalls meeting Bush, Page 7
White Oak is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

Work on the B. Cameron 
Langston Bridge, expected to 
start the evening of Dec. 7, 
was delayed due to inclement 
weather. The work is now slated 
to begin Friday, Dec.14.

The work will require reduc-
ing traffic to one lane. Flagmen 
will be on site to direct traffic.

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation contractor will 
repair the bridge substructure 
and install the new guardrails.

Lane closures are expected 
through March 2019. 

Expect delays during the 
work.

(See AQUARIUMS, page �)
(See MEMBER, page �)

Swansboro Police Lt. Dwayne Taylor, 
left, and Sherrie Hancock are pictured 
with just a few of the gifts that will be 

given to area schoolchildren for Christ-
mas. For the complete story see page 8. 
(Williams photo)

SPD ensuring a Merry Christmas

Change likely for historic home
By Jimmy Williams

Consideration of a request to 
demolish the George E. Bell House on 
Swansboro’s Water Street will continue 
in January, according to information 
provided by the Swansboro Planning 
Department.

Although it is not their sole option, 
owners Charles and Carol Lanier are 
seeking a certificate of appropriateness 

that would allow them to demolish the 
home at 224 Water St. The Laniers live 
across Water Street from the home in a 
business/residence.

The request was formally presented 
at the Nov. 20 meeting of the Swansboro 
Historic Preservation Commission, 
according to draft minutes from that 
meeting. The minutes have not been 
reviewed or approved by the commis-
sion and could be amended.

Charles Lanier addressed the com-
mission members at the Nov. 20 meet-
ing. Members attending included Linda 
Thornley, chairman, April Clark, Jeff 
Conaway, Patrick Larkin and Jerry 
Seddon.

Lanier indicated at the meeting 
that he was open to options other than 
demolishing the home, including adding 
on to the home, giving it away so that 
it would be moved off the property, or 

selling the house and property.
“Mr. Lanier understood that the HPC 

could delay demolition up to 365 days,” 
according to the minutes.

While not listed as a witness, 
Hariette Nichols, a member of the 
Swansboro Historical Association, 
spoke during the public comments sec-
tion of the meeting. She spoke on the 

By Jimmy Williams

For a number of years, some 
lucky folks in the Swansboro 
community have come to appre-
ciate a Christmas tradition, 
Doris Jenkins Gray’s fruitcakes.

Whether received as a gift or 
purchased at a church bazaar or 
by church auction, for anyone 
who has tasted these delectable 
little treats, there’s no going 
back to “store-bought.” The 
cakes – baked and provided in 
their own decorative dish – are 
nothing less than a labor of 
love. And every bite proves it.

Growing up at a time when 
America was in the midst of 
rationing due to World War II, 
Gray was fortunate to live on 
a farm where milk, butter and 
eggs – the staples – were plenti-

This week the Tideland News continues its feature, the 
Salty Cook.

The articles, which run periodically, focus on heirloom rec-
ipes, or award-winning recipes, or simply the favorite recipe 
of a cook – noted and maybe not noted – in the Swansboro 
community.

But the Salty Cook articles include more than a recipe, they 
also include information on the cook and allow her or him to 
share the recipe’s origin and why it is special.

So, if you know of a great recipe with a great story behind 
it, please let us know so we can get that in the Tideland News.

You can get more information on participation by calling 
(910) 326-5066 or emailing jimmy@tidelandnews.com.

Salty Cook
Doris Gray ...

Bringing back the fruitcake

Editor’s Note

(See COMMISSION, page �)

(See FRUITCAKE, page �) Doris Gray

shut-ins that they are not forgotten, but cared 
about. Other groups are carefully selected so 
as to welcome newcomers and introduce those 
who have lived in town a while but never met.

At Christmastime, Coleen organizes a 
group of carolers. They are united, not on sing-
ing ability, but only by their willingness to 
spread holiday cheer and distribute goodies to 

Coleen Muth

Swansboro Historical 
Association is selling notecards 
featuring a print by Ann von-
Hoorn, “resident artist” and 
president of the association.

The print is vonHoorn’s 
beautiful painting of the 
Swansboro waterfront, accord-
ing to Cyndi Schachter, associa-
tion secretary.

“The inside is blank for you 
to include your own special 
message … perfect for personal-
ized Christmas greetings,” she 
said.

The cards would also make a 
fine Christmas gift.

A box of 10 cards sells for 
$12 and all proceeds will be 
donated to the Swansboro Area 
Heritage Center.

For information on how to 
purchase the cards, call (860) 
671-1278.

SHA fundraiser

Bridge repairs


