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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with high 
temperatures in the 
low-80s and lows in the 
upper-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Gunner Covington, 
who was a student in 
Issa Pllatt’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• ‘Glitch’ results in overcharging fee

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Blazin’ Bird receives approval from board of commissioners, Page 3

Series on wealth continues with message on the right insurance, Page 5

Several Pirate athletes and coach Doug Kidd earn loop honors, Page 8

SHS has a real graduation

Commentary

June wedding 

Downeast 

was nearly 

mommicked
This story about Jackson 

and Opal is a true one, with 
just a smidgen of poetic 
license.

The names are changed 
“to protect the innocent” 
and the dialect is the result 
of my meager attempt – as 
a Yankee – to write it as 
it may have been spoken 
Down East.

By Barry Fetzer

Jackson’s family had 
seven young’uns, him bein’ 
the eldest. They were a 
very strict Baptist tabacca 
farmin’ family from down 
east of Little Washington, 
North Carolina.

Front-yard shed 

gets thumbs up

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Planning Board has voted 
to recommend approval for a property 
owner to have a 14-by-20-foot utility 
building in the front yard of a home.

Now it will be up to the town com-
missioners to consider the request.

Planning board action followed dis-
cussion at the Tuesday, June 1, meeting 
of the board. Members present included 
Scott Chadwick, chairman, Jeff Conaway, 
Mike Favata and Christina Ramsey.

Front-yard accessory buildings are 

allowed by special-use permit under very 
specific circumstances, thanks to recent 
zoning amendments recognizing restric-
tions of waterfront properties.

In this case, William Sherman, owner, 
has already built the accessory building at 
177 Deer Island Road. His request for the 
permit followed a stop-work order issued 
by Swansboro.

The property is zoned residential-8 
single-family and is not in the town limits 
but is within the extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion, which comes under town planning 

(See WEDDING, page �)
(See APPROVAL, page �)

County 

approves 

budget
Onslow County 

Board of Commissioners 
has voted unanimously 
to adopt the fiscal year 
2021-22 budget.

Action followed a 
public hearing at the 
Monday, June 7, meet-
ing. The budget totals 
$247,269,039, accord-
ing to information from 
Glenn Hargett, assistant 
county manager.

Hargett said the bud-
get meets specific goals 
set by the panel earlier 
this year:

• Maintain the current 
tax rate of 70.5 cents per 
$100 valuation

• Adequately fund 
public safety, with an 
emphasis on the needs of 
the fire service

• Address County 
facility needs

• Balance current 
needs with long range 
fund balance and debt 
retirement

• Create a more 
effective approach to 
economic develop-
ment efforts in Onslow 
County

“Additionally, the 
county continued sup-
port of the schools 
using a funding for-
mula approved … with 
the Onslow Board of 
Education,” Hargett 
said. “The school 
board will be funded at 
$57,404,464 for opera-
tions and school board 
capital outlay will be 
funded at $3.7 million. 
This is an increase from 
last year of $948,546.”

The budget also 
provides for a 3 percent 
raise for county employ-
ees.

Christopher Shane Northcott Norah Lee Patterson

Northcott is valedictorian, Patterson is salutatorian
By Jimmy Williams

It should probably 
come as no surprise that 
Swansboro High School’s 
valedictorian and salutato-
rian are planning to embark 
on careers in fields of sci-
ence.

For Christopher Shane 
Northcott, valedictorian 
for the Class of 2021, he is 
aiming for a degree in med-
icine and a career in den-
tistry. Norah Lee Patterson 
is the Class of 2021’s salu-
tatorian. Her career path 
leads to the field of envi-
ronmental science.

For the past several 
months, science – primarily 
the quest to find a way out 
of the global pandemic that 
disrupted the world since 
early 2020 – has played an 
enormous role in the lives 
of these two young people 
and their 270 Swansboro 
classmates who experienced 
a regular graduation on 
Friday, June 4.

Northcott, who goes 
by Shane, is 18. He is the 
son of Chris and Paula 
Northcott and lives in 
Hubert.

“Shane is a wonderful 
student and leader on our 
campus,” said Dr. Helen 
Gross, SHS principal. “He 

Request goes to commission

After nearly a full school year 
taking place under COVID-19 re-
strictions, the Swansboro High 

School Class of 2021 graduated in 
reality, rather than virtually. (Corry 
Frazier photo)

exemplifies what it means 
to be a Swansboro Pirate 
and demonstrated a com-
mitment to his academics 
throughout his high school 
years. We are excited to 
join him in this time of 

celebration as our Class of 
2021 valedictorian.”

He attended Swansboro 
schools early, kindergar-
ten through fifth grade, at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School, and spent sixth 

grade at Swansboro Middle 
School. He went to Liberty 
Christian Academy, a pri-
vate school in Richlands, 
for seventh, eighth and 
ninth grades, before return-
ing to Swansboro for 10th 

through 12th grades.
While a student at 

Swansboro High Northcott 
was a member of the 
National Honor Society 
and the National Technical 
Honor Society.

He participated in For 
Inspiration and Recognition 
of Science and Technology 
(FIRST) Robotics Club 

(See NORTHCOTT, page �)

‘... I was 

grateful to be 

able to attend 

prom and have 

a normal grad-

uation, some-

thing all high 

school seniors 

should have the 

opportunity to 

experience.’
Shane Northcott


