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In the Tideland ...

A Swansboro man is charged with murder on Monday, Page 3
Swansboro’s Daniel Scott is Onslow Teacher of the Year, Page 7

SHS football improves to 4-0 with win over East Carteret, Page 11
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Onslow County 
Schools on Thursday, 
Sept. 12, released its 
plan for making up 
instructional time lost to 
Hurricane Dorian.

For traditional cal-
endar students, instruc-
tional time missed on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, and 
Thursday, Sept. 5, will 
be made up on Monday, 
Oct. 7, and Thursday, 
Jan. 2. These were teach-
er workdays and have 
now been scheduled as 
regular student instruc-
tional days.

The student time 
missed on Friday, Sept. 
6, will not be made up 
as the school system 
calendars have a suffi-
cient amount of reserve 
instructional time 
already built in to allow 
for a limited amount of 
time missed.

For the year-round 
calendar students 
instructional time missed 
on Sept. 4 and 5, will 
be made up on Friday, 
Oct. 4, and Friday, Jan. 
3. These were teacher 
workdays and have now 
been scheduled as regu-
lar student instructional 
days.

The student time 
missed on Sept. 6 will 
not be made up.

For students in early 
college instructional time 
missed on Sept. 4 will 
be made up on Tuesday, 
Oct. 8. This was a teach-
er workday.

To maintain align-
ment with Coastal 
Carolina Community 
College, the student time 
missed Sept. 5 and 6 will 
not be made up.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast calls 
for sunshine with 
highs in the low-80s 
and lows in the upper-
60s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Shelby Joye, a 
student in Christina 
Barnes’s first grade 
at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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This team in it 

for long haul
By Jim Brewster

Here in Eastern North Carolina, we 
know the “after-hurricane routine” very 
well. Headlines fade, water recedes and 
public awareness of Florence and the 
storm’s aftermath are almost lost.

Not so for a local congregation.
A year after the vicious storm made 

landfall, there are still a number of unre-
paired homes in the area. Thus, teams of 
helpers from across the country continue 
to maintain a presence in Swansboro in 
order to help.

Swansboro United Methodist Church 
is providing space for one of eight 
statewide United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Centers. These Centers and 
five satellite sites serve as a caring 
Christian presence in the aftermath of 
disaster fostering partnerships between 
United Methodists and others to help 
rebuild home communities and lives.

Swansboro’s Recovery Center serves 
Onslow, Carteret, Jones and Craven 
counties.

Five former classrooms in the base-

By Roy Cooper

North Carolinians are 
determined, tough people. 
For generations, our fami-
lies have weathered brutal 
hurricanes. But recent his-
tory tells us there’s a new 
normal when it comes to 
these storms, and if we 
don’t rise to the challenge, 
then rising water will get 
the best of us.

Matthew, Florence, 
Dorian. Three power-
ful storms to strike North 
Carolina in less than three 
years, with each one less 
welcome than the last.

In September 2018, 
Hurricane Florence was a 
double gut punch to many 
people still recovering from 
Hurricane Matthew 23 
months before. When you 
have two so-called “500-
year floods” in two years, 
it’s clearly not a 500-year 
event anymore. As Florence 
dumped as much as 34 
inches of rain on our state, 
we knew we’d need a plan 
to recover not just stronger, 
but smarter.

In the days after 
Florence, we moved to 
stand up the North Carolina 
Office of Recovery and 
Resiliency, fixing many of 
the problems that the state 
legislature created when 
it cut long-term housing 
experts and moved recovery 
operations to an agency that 
had never handled long-
term recovery.

With less than a year 
under its belt, NCORR is 
a national model for how 
to prepare for and recover 
from these megastorms. 
NCORR moved swiftly to 
hire staff experts and build 
capacity to get recovery 
funding out faster to people 
in need. As for resiliency, 
the agency is tasked with 
ensuring that every policy 
is designed with prevention 
in mind to ensure our state 
can bounce back quicker 
from future storms.

While we appreci-
ate relief and recovery 
assistance from the fed-
eral government, we need 
(See MONEY, page �)(See RECOVERY, page �)

Town seeks review of ruling

Swansboro has closed the skateboard park 
at Municipal Park following injuries to small 

children, one of which has resulted in a lawsuit. 
(Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

About one year after 
a lawsuit filed against the 
town of Swansboro – which 
involves a small child hurt 
at the Swansboro Skate 
Park – was dismissed in 
Onslow County Superior 
Court the N.C. Court of 
Appeals has ruled that the 
suit can go forward.

The Onslow County 
court dismissed the suit, 
brought on behalf of Gavin 
Suarez, on Sept. 4, 2018. 
The Court of Appeals ruling 
was handed down Aug. 6, 
2019.

Michael J. Parrish, 
attorney with the Ward 
and Smith law firm, which 
represents the town, said 
Swansboro has recently 
requested that the North 
Carolina Supreme Court 
review the Court of 
Appeals’ decision.

The suit, brought against 
the town in 2017, involves 
a young boy who was 
burned while playing at the 
town’s skate park.

While not a skater, 
Gavin suffered serious 
burns, according to the 
lawsuit, signed by officials 
with Zaytoun Law Firm of 
Raleigh and King Law Firm 
of Wilmington.

Attorney Richard 
P. Nordan is listed as 
Guardian Ad Litem for 
Gavin. Gavin is the son of 
Eric and Jean Suarez of 
Athens, Ala., according to 
suit. They are former resi-
dents of Swansboro.

Defendants in the suit 
are the town and American 
Ramp Company of 

Skate 

park 

lawsuit

Posted on the town’s website: “Skatepark is Closed Until Further Notice.”

“The Town is aware of two incidents where one-year-old children have injured themselves while 

climbing on the ramps inside of the Skate Park. Those types of injuries were not anticipated by the 

Town. A lawsuit has been filed, with another likely coming, claiming that the Town is responsible 

for those injuries and seeking significant amounts of money to be paid by the Town. Although the 

Town strongly denies any wrongdoing, and while it strongly supports the appropriate use of the 

Skate Park by the many skateboarders who have enjoyed it over the years, the Town must close the 

Skate Park in order to evaluate whether its continued use will burden the town. The Town is con-

sidering various options to allow visitors to continue to enjoy the Skate Park in the future.”

Charlotte.
Swansboro was served 

with the suit on June 17, 
2017.

ARC, with its head-
quarters in Joplin, Mo., is 
a manufacturing company 
that designs, sells, con-
structs, installs and pro-

motes skateboard ramps 
and ramp parts, according 
to the lawsuit. Swansboro 
purchased items in the 
Swansboro Skateboard Park 
from ARC.

The lawsuit alleges 
that Gavin Suarez, then 
18 months old, visited the 

skateboard park at about 
11 a.m. with his babysitter, 
Alaina Hess, on Aug. 14, 
2014. Gavin’s older brother, 
Aiden, who was 5 years 
old, and Hess’s daughter, 
Marley, were also under the 
care of Hess. Marley’s age 
is not listed in the lawsuit.

No one was using the 
skateboard park at the time, 
according to the lawsuit 
so Hess “ decided to allow 
the children to explore the 
empty space of the skate 
park,” the suit states.

Stephanie Hunt and her son 
Alex Hunt are pictured at the 

Swansboro United Methodist 
Church. (Photo contributed)

(See SWANSBORO, page �)


