
Help us help you.
In order to continue providing the best care for our community, 
we need your feedback. Please take our five-minute survey at 
CarteretHealth.org/survey.

Ten participants will be awarded a $50 Amazon gift card.

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Popular 
events return

The Beaufort 
Historical Association 
brings back its 
Thanksgiving 
Community Feast 
and Jumble Sale 
for another holiday 
season.
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City nabs
grant to
restore
7 homes
Structures damaged
by Florence in 2018

College
to study
possibility
of sports BOE canvasses,

declares winners
in municipal races

A home at 138 Oriental Drive in Newport sus-
tained major damage from a fire Saturday morn-
ing. Officials say the home is a total loss and 
nearby structures were also damaged in the blaze. 
(Town of Morehead City photo)

STAFF REPORT

NEWPORT — One 
person was seriously 
injured in a house fire 

that destroyed a home at 
138 Oriental Drive early 
Saturday morning.

Multiple fire depart-

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The city 
was recently awarded a Community 
Development Block Grant from the 
Rural Economic Development Division 
of the N.C. Department of Commerce 
to help seven families rehabilitate 
their homes from damage caused by 
Hurricane Florence in September 2018.

The city will receive $750,000 in 
grant funds, which come from fed-
eral sources and are administered 
through the NCDC’s Neighborhood 
Revitalization Program. North Carolina 
received approximately $47.9 million 
in CDBG funds in 2018, of which 
about $10 million was set aside for the 
Neighborhood Revitalization program. 

The program is aimed at help-
ing low- to moderate-income fami-
lies, with income thresholds set by 
federal U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development standards, improve their 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Should 
Carteret Community College have 
sports teams?

That is a question CCC trustees 
hope to answer as they begin to study 
the feasibility of offering sports at the 
college.

After CCC Chairman Michael Curtis 
brought up the idea during the trust-
ees’ meeting Tuesday in the McGee 
Building boardroom, the matter gener-
ated a lot of discussion, with the con-
sensus of the board being it was worth 
checking into.

CCC President Dr. John Hauser said 
the issue will be decided by two main 
factors — cost and student interest. 
He went on to say he’s leaning toward 
starting with two sports, baseball and 
volley.

“We would compete under the 
National Junior Collegiate Athletic 
Association,” Dr. Hauser said. “You 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Some of the races were 
close, but Friday’s canvass revealed no major 
changes in the results of the 2019 municipal 
elections.

County Board of Elections officials gathered 
at the BOE office in Beaufort Friday to certify 
the results of the Nov. 5 election. With all pro-
visional and absentee ballots now accounted for 
and results certified by the state, the winners of 
the races are now official.  

BOE officials Thursday conducted a discre-
tionary recount for some of the election’s tighter 
races. In Cape Carteret, Will Baker edged out 
Commissioner Charlie Evans by a single vote 
to take the mayor’s seat. Meanwhile, in Indian 
Beach, the recount broke a preliminary tie 
between Councilman Pete Wylie and newcomer 
Victor Heinrich.

Officials also conducted a recount for 

See Homes / Page 5A

See Sports / Page 4A See BOE / Page 5A

1 person injured in house fire

Public turns out to support shelter

A resident cat at the Carteret County Humane Society 
Animal Shelter in Newport checks out the crowds 
Saturday during an open house. (Cheryl Burke photo)

ments reported to the scene, 
and there was no word on 
the condition of the per-
son who sustained major 
injuries as of presstime. 
That person was original-
ly transported to Carteret 
Health Care in Morehead 
City and then transported 
to another hospital, accord-
ing to Morehead City Fire 
Chief Jamie Fulk.

Chief Fulk said the 
cause of the blaze was still 
under investigation as of 
Saturday afternoon.

The call came in at 5:31 
a.m. Saturday, and Chief 
Fulk said crews cleared the 
scene about 10:30 a.m.

According to a press 
release from Morehead 
City, three people lived in 
the home, which is a total 
loss. 

See Fire / Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Not even a coast-
al storm could stop crowds from 
packing the county animal shelter 
Saturday for its annual open house.

Despite rain and high winds, it 
was a time for folks to check out the 
many adoptable animals and meet 
shelter staff, board members, animal 
control officers and health depart-
ment workers.

There was also food and drinks, 
a 50/50 raffle for $1 per ticket and 
a silent auction. Volunteer Beverly 
Phillips said they were nearly sold 
out of raffle tickets by 11:30 a.m.

In addition, it was a time to show-

case the shelter since repairs were 
made last year and the early part of 
this year to buildings and roofs dam-
aged from high winds and flooding 
during Hurricane Florence, which 
devastated the county in September 
2018. Insurance covered most of the 
cost of repairs.

Shelter Manager Rachel Hardin 
said she was pleased with the large 
turn out.

“So far we’ve adopted two dogs 
and two cats and have some adop-
tions pending,” Ms. Hardin said. “I 
think it shows that people are sup-
porting us and think about us even 

As people fill the reception area of the Carteret County Humane Society Animal Shelter in Newport, volunteer Kami Cartagena 
of Maysville showcases one of the many puppies up for adoption Saturday during the shelter’s open house. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Shelter / Page 4A
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