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ATLANTIC BEACH

STAFF REPORT
Offi cials with the Atlantic 

Beach Police Department are 
investigating the cause of 
death of a woman whose body 
was found Friday morning in 
town.

Police Chief Jeff Harvey said 
the body of the 26-year-old 
woman, who is not being pub-
licly identifi ed, was discovered 
around 7:30 a.m. Friday when 
someone called about a “sus-
picious person” near the beach 
strand of Greenville Avenue. 
Offi cers reportedly found the 
person already dead when they 
arrived on the scene.

Offi cials sent the body to 
Onslow Memorial Hospital to 
be examined. As of Monday 
morning, Chief Harvey said 
his department was still await-
ing a confi rmation on the 
cause of death from the medi-
cal examiner. 

The chief said there are no 
signs of foul play, but it is an open 
investigation and his department 
hasn’t ruled anything out.

Officials investigate 
after woman’s body 
found in Atlantic 
Beach Friday

Ethel Shackelford, Cape Carteret
Suzann Owen, San Diego, Calif.
Linda Hollister, Morehead City
George Stefi uk, Newport
David Wilke, Newport
Charles Lord, Newport
Gregory Hargett, Harkers Island
Dennis Delorier, Emerald Isle
Dorothy Corkum, Morehead City

George Kuhhorn, Morehead City
Mildred Cahoon, Smyrna
Richard Scroggs, Swansboro
Clifford Wilson, Newport
Alberta Ball, Cape Carteret
James Shallcross, Pine Knoll Shores
James Hathorn, Carteret County
Jacqueline Somerville, Mill Creek

See STRAWBERRIES Page 2A

MOREHEAD CITYspecIal moment

CARTERET COUNTY

See SPECIAL Page 5A

Frances Fulford, 84, a resident at Crystal Bluffs Rehabilitation and Health Care Center in Morehead 
City, center, gets well-deserved hugs Friday from her daughter Mary Rose of Morehead City, left, and Ms. 
Fulford’s sister, Patsy Renaud of Morehead City, right. (Cheryl Burke photo)

morehead city port by the numbers

Morehead City has seen a steady increase 
in its dimensional lumber, which ends up at 
construction distributors and home centers like 
Lowe’s and Home Depot. Morehead City is 
having a record year and is projected to fi nish 
its fi scal year with around 150,000 short tons 
handled through the port. Vida is Morehead 
City’s biggest lumber customer and tonnage 
numbers have increased over the last fi ve years.

top four products coming into the port

1) raw steel
Raw Material for Nucor’s steel plate mill 
(DRI and Pig Iron)

3) organic grain

short tons (projected fy21)
385,000 

150,000
short tons (projected fy21)

2) forest products154,000
short tons (projected fy21)

4) natural rubber112,000
short tons (projected fy21)
For Natural Rubber (Tire Manufacturing/Auto 
Industry Verticle

mhc/vida tons:

FY16 – 11,892
FY17 – 42,584
FY18 – 88,032
FY19 – 78,346
FY20 – 143,725
FY21 – 154,549*
*Projected

Wednesday
May 5

Thursday 
May 6

Friday 
May 7

Saturday 
May 8

Sunday 
May 9

Low 10:15 a.m. 11:06 a.m. 11:49 a.m. 12:21 a.m. 1:07 a.m.
10:29 p.m. 11:29 p.m. -------- 12:27 p.m. 1:02 p.m.

High 3:43 a.m 4:42 a.m. 5:34 a.m. 6:20 a.m. 7:01 a.m

4:26 p.m 5:21 p.m. 6:08 p.m. 6:49 p.m. 7:26 p.m.
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Frances Fulford, 84, a long-term care 
resident at Crystal Bluffs Rehabilitation and 
Health Care Center, waited nearly a year to 
receive a simple hug from her family members 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Finally in March, when the N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services loosened 
guidelines to allow in-person visits at nursing 
homes, that day came for Ms. Fulford and her 
daughter, Mary Rose of Morehead City.

“Oh my God, we cried our eyes out,” 
Ms. Rose said Friday as she visited with her 
mother in the lobby.

Ms. Fulford agreed.
“It was great and I loved it,” she said. “I 

cried a whole lot.”
Ms. Rose and her family had visited her 

mother nearly every day during the pandemic, 
sitting outside Ms. Fulford’s window, but that 

didn’t replace the need to physically touch her.
“It’s very special,” the daughter said.
Crystal Bluffs is among many long-term 

care facilities in Carteret County and across 
the nation beginning to slowly open back 
up for family visits now that the majority of 
residents have received vaccinations and the 
Centers for Disease Control is safety precau-
tions.

Crystal Bluffs Executive Director Logan 
Dunn said Thursday it’s not only been an ago-
nizing wait for the residents and families, but 
for the workers, as well.

“The family response when we opened 
back up for visits has been quite endearing,” 
he said. “To see the expressions on their faces, 
especially when they have been able to touch 
someone they haven’t been able to in over a 
year, it’s priceless.”

Families reunited as long-term care 
facilities open for in-person visitation

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
CARTERET COUNTY — Ac-

tive cases of COVID-19 in 
Carteret County fell over the 
weekend from 51 reported 
Friday down to 39, despite 
health offi cials adding 12 
new cases to the overall count 
Monday.

According to the county’s 
fi rst coronavirus update of the 
week, the total number of CO-
VID-19 cases confi rmed since 
March 2020 stands at 4,938, 
as of Monday afternoon. Of 
the overall total, the County 
Health Department reports 
4,847 individuals have recov-
ered from the disease and 52 
people have died. 

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported two 
patients were hospitalized for 
COVID-19-related care Mon-
day, no change from Friday. 

The health department con-
tinues to offer COVID-19 vac-
cines by appointment by calling 
252-728-8550, option 2.

Active COVID-19 
cases in Carteret 
County fall to 39 
on Monday
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Strawberry fi elds in Carteret 
County opened about two weeks 
ago to public picking, and 
farmers say there are plenty of 
people taking advantage of what 
appears to be a bumper crop.

“This is the best crop we’ve 
ever had, and people are coming 
out in droves,” Joe Merrell with 
Merrell Farms in Beaufort said.

Sherry Garner with Garner 
Farms in Newport, too, said 
it’s been busy since their fi elds 
opened to the public.

“The berries look beauti-
ful,” she said. “We maybe have 

Strawberry farmers report bumper 
crop with fields ripe for picking

Strawberries continue to ripen at Garner Farms in Newport last week 
as Carteret County farms have opened up their fi elds for public pick-
ing. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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