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The weekend weather 

will be rainy on Saturday 

and sunny on Sunday with 

highs in the mid-60s and 

lows in the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 

picture is drawn by Bentley 

Schamel, a student in 

Ashley Gallagher’s first 

grade class at Swansboro 

Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

Look inside ...
• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

This blue male peacock is named “Burgaw” 
– as are all of the males – because when they 
voice their “opinions” about the volunteers or life 

in general at Possumwood Acres, their screech-
ing call is a loud, raucous “buuuugaaaaaw!”  
(Pete Rulon photo)
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Commentary

NCCF impact 

is positive

in snapshot 

for the year
By Lauren Kolodij

Headquartered in 
Carteret County, the 
nonprofit N.C. Coastal 
Federation has released a 
snapshot of its 2019 impact 
on coastal water quality 
and habitat protection and 
restoration. The federation 
engaged partners to reduce 
polluted runoff by millions 
of gallons, install thousands 
of feet of living shorelines, 
create acres of oyster reef 
and remove hundreds of 
tons of marine debris from 
the North Carolina coast.

To combat water pol-
lution, the federation suc-
cessfully reduced 7,770,000 
gallons of polluted runoff 
along the N.C. coast, which 
is enough stormwater to 
cover three football fields 
to a depth of six feet.

To reduce storm-
water, the federation 
partnered with the town 
of Beaufort, Wildlife 
Resources Commission, 
city of Wilmington, New 
Hanover County, UNC-
Wilmington, Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, and 
the town of Swansboro 
on several Low Impact 
Development projects. LID 
reduces runoff by directing 
it to soak into the ground 
before it can become pollut-
ed stormwater. Techniques 
like rain gardens, perme-
able pavers and infiltration 
chambers have demonstrat-
ed impressive infiltration 
capabilities, reducing runoff 
by millions of gallons.

Local governments were 
truly engaged in the hands-

No-wake OK’d 

at state park

The area in green is the no-wake 
zone at Hammocks Beach State 

Park. Officials are urging compli-
ance to avoid being ticketed.

By Jimmy Williams

A no-wake zone is in place along 
the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway at 
the Hammock Beach State Park Visitor 
Center.

And park personnel and supporters 
want folks to be aware so as to avoid 
being ticketed.

Ranger Sarah Kendrick, park superin-
tendent, shared the news at the December 
meeting of the Friends of the Hammocks 
and Bear Island. The friends is a non-
profit group of park supporters.

“It’s shoreline to marsh line,” she told 
the friends. “It’s here and it’s enforce-
able.”

(See POSITIVE, page �)
(See PARK, page �)

January 

meeting 

schedule
The town of Swans-

boro’s January meeting 
schedule includes …

• The Monday, Jan. 
6, regular meeting of 
the Swansboro Planning 
Board has been canceled 
due to no application 
being received and no 
other business sched-
uled.

• Jan. 9: The Swans-
boro Tourism Develop-
ment Authority meets in 
regular session at 2:30 
p.m. in the Swansboro 
Town Hall Community 
Room.

• Jan. 13: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room. Be-
ginning in January, the 
board of commissioners 
meeting will be on Mon-
day.

• Jan. 15: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Board meets in regu-
lar session at 6 p.m. at 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

• Jan. 21: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 6 p.m. 
in town hall.

• Jan. 27: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commission-
ers will meet in regular 
sessions this month on 
Monday, Jan. 6, and 
Monday, Jan. 20. The 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. 
and take place at the 
Onslow County Govern-
ment Center, 234 North-
west Corridor Blvd. in 
Jacksonville.

‘Roaring Twenties’
Possumwood Acres enters a new era

By Jimmy Williams

As we embark on a new 
year, it is a new day for 
Possumwood Acres Wildlife 
Sanctuary. It will likely be 
– in the words of Alison 
Castillo, president of the 
PAWS Board of Directors 
– “the roaring twenties at 
Possumwood Acres.”

After 17 years, PAWS is 
in compliance with Onslow 
County zoning ordinances. 
Substantial improvements 
are now possible.

While the sanctuary that 
cares for and rehabilitates 
wildlife off Parkertown 
Road in Hubert wasn’t nec-
essarily out-of-compliance 
with county zoning, the 
Onslow County Planning 
Department did not have an 
adequate definition for what 
PAWS – a wildlife rehabili-
tation center – does. That 
changed in September. (See 
related resolution, approved 
by the Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners on 
Sept. 4.)

The approval is a relief 
to Toni O’Neil, executive 
director of the Hubert facil-
ity. She established PAWS 
long before there was con-
cern about zoning, or even 
neighbors.

Nearly 17 years ago, 
when her husband Denny 
accepted a job transfer from 
Charlotte to Jacksonville, 
the couple – at the behest 
of Toni – seized the oppor-
tunity to look for an “out of 
the way” place to live.

“Hubert was far enough 
away from downtown 
Jacksonville to feel country, 
and I loved the people and 
the atmosphere here,” she 
recalled. “I’m better in rural 
settings than city, and need 
trees surrounding me to be 
happy. Denny needed the 
water, so we bought a boat 
for him. He always loved 
to fish!”

When they bought the 

property on Doe Drive in 
the summer 2003, the land 
was “out in the middle of 
nowhere,” she said. “It was 
away from people, with 
woods for privacy and 
habitats for a variety of 
wildlife.”

They knew right away 
that they had found the 
property they wanted when 
they entered the driveway, 

O’Neil recalled.
It was a perfect setting 

for rehabilitating wild-
life, and for a couple who 
“loved the outdoors and 
exploring the wild, taking 
nature hikes, looking at 
birds, spending time on the 
water fishing and just relax-
ing, and gardening.”

There was a house for 
them and plenty of land for 

the animals.
“It was exactly what I 

wanted and had possibili-
ties. We had the pond put 
in for the waterfowl later 
on, but had imagined it that 
very first day as becoming 
an eventuality, complete 
with wooden chairs nearby 
to sit and watch and just lis-
ten to the ducks and geese.”

And there was room for 

the goats. O’Neil always 
wanted goats.

“They were the first 
thing we got – we looked 
like the Beverly Hillbillies 
driving the pickup truck 
with three baby goats, a 
couple of ducks and an 
opossum in the back that 
day,” she remembered. 

(See ZONING, page �)


