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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Mark Lewis, Marshallberg
Shane Taylor, Marshallberg
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John Sadler Jr., Atlantic
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ELECTION 2020

One-stop
voting
begins 
Thursday

LOCATIONS:

Carteret County Board of 
Elections, 1702 Live Oak St., Suite 
200, Beaufort 

 Western Park Community Center, 
275 Old Highway 58, Cedar Point

 Fort Benjamin Park Recreation 
Center, 100 McQueen Ave., 
NewportMOORE VISITS PORT

‘The state has made 
record investments here 
... we invested even more 
money in the infrastructure 
for this port, as well as the 
Port of Wilmington, because 
we know this is a key part 
of the economic growth and 
prosperity of North Carolina.’

— Tim Moore, 
speaker of the 

North Carolina House

Touts state’s investment in competitive facilities

A new $10 million crane is seen through a 
set of metal jaws at the State Port of Morehead 
City Monday. (Dylan Ray photo)

North Carolina.
“We were going through some of the 

numbers of how the port has become 
profitable, and many years ago, it wasn’t 
profitable,” he said. “That’s changed, 
and really a lot of that is because of 
the amount of capital investment that’s 
come in to upgrade and modernize the 
port.”

One of the major capital investments 
in the Port of Morehead City was the 
purchase of a new, multi-million-dollar 

NCDOT budget issues delay work

Plans for the roundabout at the intersection of Highway 101 and Live Oak Street 
in Beaufort have been suspended due to funding issues. (Dylan Ray photo)

3 sites to open 
across county

Cape Carteret
talks referendum
Board member questions
multi-use trail completion

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET 
— Do town residents want 
to finish the Cape Carteret 
Trail, a nearly 3-mile bicycle 
and pedestrian path along 
Highway 24, Taylor Notion 
Road and Highway 58?

The town could put the 
question, as well financing 
the completion of the partly 
constructed trail, to voters 
in a referendum, possibly as 
early as the November gen-
eral election.

The idea came Monday 
night from Commissioner 
Steve Martin, during the 
town board’s monthly meet-
ing in town hall off Dolphin 
Street.

“It’s been … about eight 
years” since planning began 
for the trail, Mr. Martin said 
during commissioners’ com-
ments. “It’s nobody’s fault. 
But it looks like it’s stalled.”

He said he thought it was 
time to go to the people with 

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With workers trained 
and ballots printed, the County Board of 
Elections will open three one-stop early 
voting sites Thursday morning for the 
state’s 2020 Primary Election. 

Carteret County voters can visit the 
sites weekdays through Friday, Feb. 28 
from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. to make their 
selections. The sites will also be open one 
Saturday, Feb. 29, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

One-stop sites in Carteret County are 
at the County Board of Elections at 1702 
Live Oak St. in Beaufort, the Western Park 
Community Center at 275 Old Highway 
58 in Cedar Point and Fort Benjamin Park 
Recreation Center at 100 McQueen Ave. 
in Newport. 

Any county voter can cast a ballot at 
any of the three early voting sites, and 
voters are not required to present a photo 
ID for this election.

“We’re packing bags and ballots 
today, getting all that ready” for delivery 
Wednesday, County Board of Elections 
Director Caitlin Sabadish told the News-
Times Tuesday afternoon. “We’re ready 
to rock and roll.”

The North Carolina primary election, 
set for Tuesday, March 3, begins with 
the early voting period, and winners will 
move on the to the 2020 General Election, 
which includes the race for president, set 
for Tuesday, Nov. 3. 

Along with a long list of contenders for 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT —  Funding 
issues with the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation 
have led to the postponement 
of two major infrastructure 
projects in Beaufort.

This is according to Town 
Manager John Day, who 
updated town commissioners 
on the status of the ongoing 
Cedar Street and roundabout 
projects at their Monday eve-
ning regular session at the 
Broad Street train depot. 

“This is true all across the 
state,” Mr. Day said of the 
project delays.

NCDOT’s funding issues 
stem from significant storm 
damage in the past few years, 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — North Carolina 
Speaker of the House Tim Moore paid a 
visit to the State Port of Morehead City 
Monday to witness the fruits of the General 
Assembly’s recent investments in ports and 
learn more about operations at the facility.

Rep. Moore, R-Cleveland, was joined on 
his tour of the port by Rep. Pat McElraft, R-
Carteret, members of the N.C. Ports Board 
of Directors and others. He also recently vis-
ited the Port of Wilmington and other sites 
of significant economic activity throughout 
North Carolina.

“The state has made record investments 
here,” Rep. Moore said of the Port of 
Morehead City during his tour of the facil-
ity. “(In this fiscal year budget,) we invested 
even more money in the infrastructure for 
this port, as well as the Port of Wilmington, 
because we know this is a key part of the 
economic growth and prosperity of North 
Carolina.”

Rep. Moore noted the state’s ports have 
experienced rapid growth in recent years, 
with Morehead City and Wilmington see-
ing increased tonnage moving through their 
harbors. N.C. Ports Chief Operating Officer 
Brian Clark said, in the past five years or so, 
the Port of Morehead City has doubled the 
volume of cargo it handles, and Rep. Moore 
said he was impressed with how the ports 
have become such an economic driver for See Voting / Page 4A

North Carolina Speaker of the House Tim Moore, left, and Rep. Pat McElraft, R-Carteret, right, tour the State Port of 
Morehead City Monday. (Dylan Ray photo)

See Trail / Page 4A
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See NCDOT / Page 4A
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